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which France, who had afTifted him in the con-

queft thereof, a few years before, did now con-

cur with her new ally ; it being, at this time, the

intereft of the French court to reduce the power

of one, who is no longer to be made their tool in

the ruin of Germany. His Pruflian Majefly was

further confirmed in his opinion concerning the

hoftile intentions of thofe powers towards him,

by the intercourfe of thefc two courts with Pe-

terfburgh. To which firft Vienna, and then Ver-

failles fent a fpecial minifter. From thence he

concluded that a projecft was carrying on, by thofe

three courts, againft him ; becaufe his power was

obnoxious to them all. And he was foon convinced

of the truth of thefe conjeflures : for, early in

the fpring of this year, he received certain intel-

ligence, that the two imperial courts had agreed

upon a plan to unite their forces, and to invade

his dominions. In this fituation, he took every

meafure, that could be fuggefted by the utmoft

vigilance and magnanimity •, as will foon appear

in the courfe of this hiftory.

The adual invafion of Minorca, at lafl:, drew

on that open and formal declaration of war from affairs.

Great Britain, which had been provoked, and

ought to have been done long before •, as we have

fhewn by fufficient evidences, in the courfe of

this hiftory ; wherein almoft every page exhibits

fome breach of faith, hoftile intrigue or open

hoftility of the French, from the very figning of the

treaty of Aix-la-ChapcUe ; and which is confirmed
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