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and insult. The admiral's brother, Don Diego, was seized,

thrown in irons, and confined on board of a caravel, without

any reason being assigned for his imprisonment.

In the meantime Columbus pursued his journey to San
Domingc, traveling in a lonely manner, without guards or

retinue. Most of his people were with the adelantado, and

he had declined being attended by the remainder. He had

heard of the rumors of the hostile intentions of Bobadilla

;

and although he knew that violence was threatened to his

person, he came in this unpretending manner to manifest

his pacific feelings and to remove all suspicion.*

No sooner did Bobadilla hear of his arrival than he gave

orders to put him in irons and confine him in the fortress.

This outrage to a person of such dignified and venerable ap-

pearance and such eminent merit seemed for the time to

shock even his enemies. When the irons were brought,

every one present shrank from the task of putting them on

him, either from a sentiment of compassion at so great a re

verse of fortune or out of habitual reverence for his person.

To fill the measure of ingratitude meted out to him, it was
one of his own domestics, *'A graceless and shameless cook,"

says Las Casas, "who, with unwashed front, riveted the fet-

ters with as much readiness and alacrity as though he were

serving him with choice and savory viands. I knew the fel-

low," adds the venerable historian, "and I think his na:ne

was Espinosa." f

Columbus conducted himself with characteristic magna-
nimity under the injuries heaped upon him. There is a

noble scorn which swells and supports the heart, and silences

the tongue of the truly great, when enduring the insults of

the unworthy. Columbus could not stoop to deprecate the

arrogance of a weak and violent man like Bobadilla. He
looked beyond this shallow agent and all his petty tyranny

to the sovereigns who had employed him. Their injustice or

* Las Casas, Hist. Ind., lib. i., cap. 180.

f Ibid., lib. i., cap. 180.


