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[craPy, 1] EARLY LIFE. 9

He start these imaginations invented afterwards, or rhetorically ex-

his ciies. aggerated. Bunyan was undoubtedly .given to story-tell-

s blowing ing as a boy, and the recollection of it made him peculiar-

ographer, ly scrupulous i'n his stat'emcnts in later life. One trait he
s vistons mentions of himself which no one would have thought of
o face of who had not experienced the feeling, yet every person can
ling and understand it and sympathise with it. These spectres and
a&n aech: hobgoblins drove him wild. He says, “ $was so overcome

npet, and with despair of life and heaven, that I should often wish
)

ast Onp ! either that there had been no hell, or that I had been a

so. think- devil; supposing that they were only tormentors, and that,
ne’es and if it must needs be that I went thither, I might be rather
I T do? - a tormentor than tormented myself.”

arsd.® The visions at last ceased. God left him to himself, as

pleasant he puts it, and gave him over to his own wicked inclina-
he earth,

of men
ain with
& devils
orments.

tions. He fell, he says, into all kinds of vice and un-
godliness without further check. The expression is very
strong, yet when_we look for particulars we can find only
that he was fond of games which Puritan preciseness dis-
approved. He had high animal spirits, and engaged in
n, and a lawless enterprises. Once or twice he nearly lost his life.
He is sparing of details of his outward bistory, for he re-
garded it as nothing but vanity; but his escapes from

ncied he

raiment ) )

I place death were providences, and therefore he mentions them.
ce,

He must have gone to the coast somewhere, for hg was

punish- .
once almost drowned in a creek of the sea. He fell out

iped the

d it was of a boat into the river at another time, and it seems that

he could not swim. Afterwards he seized hold of an ad-
biogra- der, and was not bitten by it. These mercies were sent
that at as warnings, but he says that he was too careless to profit
' by them. He thought that he had forgotten God alto-
gether, and yet it is plain that he had not forgotten. A

bad young man, who has shaken off religion because it is

00, is a
b dream
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