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their chiefs. They are asking for wives and
habitations."

Tlîey were given both. Honourabie gen-
tlimen, have 1 not reason to say that bis-
tory repeats itself. 'More than two centuries
afterwards Canadiani soldiers are repeatrng
the conduct of their predecessors. Aiter
having poured out their biood in the strug-
gle ag-ainst civiiized barbharisrn, just as
those of older tîme did agai*nst that of the
sarvage, they aise in the sa-me manner, iay
aside the rifle for the plougli, and scarcely
returned from the desolated fields where
the engines of w-ar sciéttered destruction
and death, they appiy themselves to those
fertile fields from wbich their fertile labour
wiil bring forth harvests of lufe. The im-
por'tant task of re-establishing aur soldiers
in civil occupations could not offer a more
consoling aspect.

The economic and financial situation
among the nations, tomn and impoverished
-by the war, is iess satisfactory. In that re-
gard no one will be tenipted to find 'too
sombre the picture drawn -for us in the
speech fromi the Throne, when it describes
the ru-inous conditions ocf exchange, the
lack of international credit, the excessive
circulation of paper money, coinbined wi'th
the scarcity of raw materials. the insuf-
ficiency of transports and the labour difi-
culties. To remedy these evils one hears
repeated on every side that we must in-
crease labour an-d production, and that in-
dividurals, like states, must practice sav-
ing- and economy. Also, is it flot plain to
vou that this universal precept is uni-
versally violated? Since the termination
of the war thiere seems to feign everywhere
a frenzy of pleasure-seeking and a frenzy
of idieness. From the hig-hest to the iowest
i-tmg of the social ladder one -%vitnesses the
same spectacle. Those of the lower cl-asses
wish to 'work less and to have more pay,
and more pleasure; while those of the
higher classes w-ish to gain -%\ealth easilv
and -quickly in order that theNx may plunge
headlong into a lufe of ease and dispia.
A.nd ail the while grave voices are repeat-
ing and their wvords every-where reverber-
ate: "Production and economx v Produc-
tion and ecoiiomy !" But -so far is this fromn
thieir thoughits that mien are actuaily %vrack-
ing brains to invent new ineans of dixini-
ishing production and increasing extrava-
gance. This tidal waye of folly, idleness
and astentatiaus spending haqs not alto-
gether spared this Canada of ours; yet one
may be permnitted ta find somie satisfaction
in the thougcht tihat oui- countrv is perhaps
less subxîxergecl li it thaxi othiers.
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Our commercial situation, for instance, is-
such as to encourage us to hope that C.n',«i(a
will ho able to support, %vithout flincxxxxg.
thic terrible burden placed upo.n us hy the
war. In a statement made at the i)eginiiing
of the present year, our Minister of Finance
announced that for the eight month, ending-
the 30th of November, 1919, our imports
were $636,389,157. while our exports were
$838,973,479, whichi gave us for that period a
tra'de balance in our favour of $20,000,0Ü'O.
I do flot wish te be understood as findirxg in
this favourable trade balance sufficient i-ca-
son for indulging in a song of triumph. But
it does seem to me that the figures are en-
couraging, and constitute a f avourable
sy m ptom.

There is another matter w hich I -would
have discussed at soîne iength if tbe limits
whicli 1 have set for niy discourse had per-
iiitted mie to do se. It is that of the elc-
toral franchise, with reference to which the
Speech from the Throne bas announiced pro-
posed legisiation. 1 will confine myseif
sinîply to the statement that on that subject
1 lîold vi'evs which have littie confornuity
with current politicai ortbadoxy. In nîy
opinion, one of the electoral systemns, the
imost rationa1 and the xnost equitable. the
surest and the inost apt to safeguard the
stability of political institutions, is that
which Belgium enjayed before the war, and
of which the principal traits were propar-
tional representation, age limiit, and plur-
ality of voting. 1 shahl possib]y have occa-
sion again to address the House- on this
subject before the end of the present session.

And now it only remiains to mie to re-echo
eue cf the words of the Speech from the
Thronp. Yes, Canada bas good cause for
thankf uness that of ail countries aff ected by
tlie war, she lias, maintained a record of
social order and industrial and commercial
prosperity which leaves nothing to excite
lier envv or any other. The efforts of ail
tlie mnenbers of this Parliament, without
distinction of creed or race or shade of poli-
tical opinion, the efforts, in short, of ail]
gIood citizens. should be directed to main-
taining this order. And for this work of
commnon patriotismn, if I mnight be permiitteti
to speak in the naine of the province te)
-whichi I 1belong, 1 would say to niv hon-
ourable colleagaues fromr the sister provinces:
" Have confidence in the province of Que-
bec; she is loyal, she is taithfui to the
traditions of the past. she is conservative-
and wlien I say conservative, it is manifest
thiat I ami speaking flot of the political coin-
plexion of the province, but of ber social
teinperaînent ; she is ardently and profound-


