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invigorating element cf minorities, whether
religious or racial. For niy part, if I did
not value as much as I do harmony between
all races ini the intereet cf this country,
I weuld rejoice at ail causes of complaint
given te the French or te the Catholic
minorities. I would be sure that it would
be the best guarantee* of their contmnued
strength. and healthy condition.

Thank heaven it is in human nature that
the same persistence ana tenacity be em-
ployed in resisting and repelling what one
believes te be an injustice, and this applies
especially in social and religious mattera.
Ireland and Poland are living proofs of the
truth cf my contentien..

Lord Elgin, while Goverzier cf Canadtin
1847 or 1848, wrete te the Secretary cf Col-
onies as fcIilows:

I arn very anxioua to hear that you have
taken steps for the repeal of no much of the
Act of Union as imposes restrictions on t-be use
of the French language. The delay which has
taken place in giving effect to the promise
made, 1 think by Gladstone, on this subject, la
one of the points of which Papineau la avalling
himself for purposes of agitation. I must,
mereover, confeau, that I for one arn deeply
convinced cf t-be impolicy ef ail such at-tempti
te denatlonalize the French. Generally apeak-
ing they preduce the opposite effect from that
Intended, cm.using the flame of national pre-

-indice and animosity te burn more fiercely.
But suppose tbema to be succeastul, what would
be t-be resuit? Yeu may perbaps ."Arericanize,"
but, depend upon It, by met-hode of t-bis de-
scription you wlIl neyer 'Angliclze' the French
Inhabitanta of t-he province. Let t-hem feel, on
the ether hand, that their religion, their habits,
their prepeusesalons, their prejudices If you
will, are more considered and respected here
than ln other portions ef this vant continent
wbo yull venture t-o Bay that the last hand
wbich waves the British flag on American
ground may net be that of P. French Canadian?

"Lord Elgin.

He was a great Governor who knew and
aeuciated the aspirationis of the French
Canadians and was always ready te deal
fairly with them.

Let me nov read a letter from Sir George
W. Ross:

Are we acting wisely In our treatment of
bi-lingual education? I freely admit the im-
portance of an Engliah education te every citi-
zen of Canada. Engliah la t-be chief business
and prefessional language ef Canada, and the
vaut of It is doubtiesu a handicap umon every
person vho has to earn a livellhood in compe-
tition with his fellow-Canadians. In another
menue, the want of It in as great a loua. In
every province except Quebec a knowledge of
Canadian affaira of the growtb and çrogreua
of Canada, of its public =nen and is public In-
terese ai t-o be obtaiued chiefly through the
English press.

For these reauons It la desirable that every
Canadlan should at least be able te read. and

write -intelllgetlY In the Engliah language. To
encourage a deaire for this knewiedige mbeuld
not be cenaldered a refiection upon the mother
tongue et a.ny nationality.

The aurvival of the French kanguagre in Can-
ada, notwitbutaxiing the censtlt-utional changea
et one hundred and fifty year and the large
growth of t-be English-speaking population. ia
a factor te bu censi'dered in dealing vithbhi-
lingual uchools. It ehowa a love fer a disac-
t-lys teature of racial enigin seldom exhibited.
by any ot-her people under elmilar cirSutancea.

Te the French-Canadian hie tongue la bis
deareat huritage, net because he bas any
longifga for the reatoration ef French auprem-
acy In Canada, but because be considers It a
badge ef hie individuatIty and necumaary for the
preeervation of hie religion In a country t-bat
waa once him own and in wbtch he reigned
aupreme. If, then, the love ot the French
.Canadian for hlm mother tongue in sacroeanct,
If It means t-o hlm, al that he need kuow of
speech, and, In nme case, al he cares te
knew, the advantagrea of another language muat
be preseuted in a forni that appeals te bis per-
aenalI ntereut as a man and a citizen.

The aurvival of t-ha Trench language In Can-
ada haa aise lt-s himtorlcal aide. By the Quebuc
Act of 1774, Roman Cathoics were guaranteed
t-be free exercise ef their religion, and their
ancient cuatoma as t-o property and civil righta.
French was the language of the courts to which
t-bey .looked for Justice. No et-ber language
vaa required for' purposaet obuainesa or de-
votion. Wben Lover Canada vas constltuted
a separate province ln 1791 French bucama
the language et governrnent and legimlation,
and t-hus Trench bocame lnturwoven vith t-ha
vary texture of t-hein religions, poUtical and
social lives.

when Lover Canada becama unitel vith
'Upper Canada In 1841 the Trench race. and fer
t-bat matter the Saxon aise, vas obliged t-o taku
a vide outlook et public lite.

The aquality et both languagea In debate
and -in evenyt-bing that pert-ained t-o t-be dutiem
and procedure of PanMlarent wau aft-erwards
reaffirmed. by t-ha Britimh North Amenica Act
of 1887.

Nov vbat bas been the effuct et the une
the French language In Parliament on terme
of equality vith Engllsh?

Forty years ago vhen I vas firat a member
ef tbe House et Cemmona, ve bad five French-
speaking membera for every eue ve bave new.
Net t-bat the French membera have lest t-hein
love for t-be French language, but because
<greatly te their credit) Trench membera ef
Parliament au a rule. hava become goed Eng-
lish as weIl as French scholars. and se can
express themuaeivea as vellIin Engliub, tbough
perbaps net me fluently, as ,iu t-hein mot-ber
tongue,- as witness Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Le-
mieux, Monk, Blourassa, Lavergne, au vaîl as
Speaker Landry, ex-Speaker Dandurand,
B6ique, David, Belcourt, and others et t-be
Senate. Witbout being unduly critical, I ven-
tura t-o say t-bat net a few Engliab-speakiug
members would suifer by comparison with their
Frenck compatriote In t-be use of dlear. concise
and expressive English. The earmark et t-be
French speaker lu bis accent, net bis want of
vocabulary.

Nov wbat dees t-bis biat-orical sketch signify?
Clearly t-bat t-be Trench language bas a statua


