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them, and all they ask is that as a compauy
they shaîl have authority to carry on this
business, a business they have been carry-
Ing on without any responsibility, an~d i.f
they carry the mails, as no doubt they are
not allowed to do under the law, what pos-
sible harma cou-Id there -be ?~ What objec-
tion eould there be to giving themn the po'wer
to enter into an arrangement wîth the Post-
master General from post to .post and from
settiemeat toc settiement, where the govern-
ment has no mail accommodation now ?
That Is ail they asJk. If there are any cou-
tracts for carrying the mail in that portion
of the country, ail the goverament has to
do Is to say ' No, you cannot have It.' They
are carried noNv by a res.ponsible party.

Hon. M.%r. SCOTT-But they can make a
contract without that clause. The clause
goes further and says ' with any corpora-
tion or any lindividuitl.'

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-No
It does not go further. 1 arn speaking of
the one point. Thât is to tah-e power as a1
cornpany to enter Into this colitract. That
la ail it does, and It is ireclsely the same
wlth the other ameadments, and the silme
argument applies to ail the ainendments
-whlch the hon. Secretary of State proposes.
It proposes to restriet the operations Of thiS
company la matters of making contracts
with the goverament for certain purposes,
fni? In erectlng telephone and telegraplb
communication between different posts and
eisewhere If they please. The hon, gentle-
man says ' Why they eau go anywhere, even
to Mexico'. Supposing they do. Have -we
not already la two or three charters granted
powers to Canadian corporations to go Into
Mexico and Into other countries and lslands
on the Pacifie. That is a power we have
given them, and even supposlng this com-
pany bas that power what harm la it going
to do ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-That is not the point.
My contention is that under this charter
they can build 'a telephone hune between
Edmonton and Calgary.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Then
let themn build It if they please. . a the hon.
gentleman standiag here as the advocate of
ail Uic monopolists la Uic Country ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-No.
Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.

Hon. Sir MAUKÏENZIE BOWELL-We
have hiad too much of that kind of thing,
and if we could have an opposition tele-
phone, or telegraph communication by any
cornpany, partlcularly this new company, let
iii have it. Let me tell the bon. gentleman
another thlng ; if he has studied at ail the
character of the corporations that are ini the
unorganlzed territorles and that have been
carrying on business there for a long time,
he -wlll aind that they would close out any
other company th at goes in, unless they have
the authority to carry on their business by
law. It was urged i-ery strongly that the
clause giving tbern the right of expropriation
should flot *be lnserted in this Bill. Weil, It
was pointed out par ticularly by the hon. gen-
tleman frorn the Northwest Territories ivho
has studied this question, and every one
knows that the companies in the Northwest
Terrltorles-that is ln the unorganized por-
tions, on the borders of Alaska, down throu.gh
that country-are so powerful that unles
this company had power to construct their
lunes over portions of the territory which the
other companies own, no one could go Inl
there, and the tirne Is fast approachlllg whien
they -wlll be obliged to give others the power'
to enter that country and erect telephone and
telegraph lunes and do other work which they
cannot do on account of the monopoly -which
exIsts at present la the country. 1 must
confess that when I first read the Bill I
thought lt was an extraordinary one, but
when I came to consider where its opera-
tions are to be carrled on-and there are 'no
powers given -in this Bill whîch are not
givea lu the other-I gave my weak support,
whatever It rnight be, to the passage of the
clause and I arn quite satisfied that the

gentlemen who corne f rom the Northwest
Territories and those particularly -who have
studled the question as effecting the unor-
ganized territories will tell the hon. Secre-
tary of State that if these arnendments are
adopted this Bill is not worth the snap of
your fiager.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I do flot propose to res-
trlct them in the slightest degree by the
language I propose lntroduoing there. But
1 say this Bill gives them power which par-
liament neyer coatemplated, and whichi they
never intended to use themselves. Under
that Bill they can build a telegraph or tel(-


