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our system. And yet, he might say, that
he believed the desire for it was rather im-
ported from another country than 1ndi-
genous o our own, The great object of
the ballot was to. prevent intimidation of
voters by employers or® wealthy patrons.
He thanked God that few of our voters
were subject to such influences, and hence
the protection ot seciesy was here, he
thought, of comparatively little. conse-
quence. When they had the.ballat, he
tusted they would take means to prevent
the special abuses to which that method .of
voting was Jinble.: He would say very little
on the subject of the Militia laws: He was
niot himself of o very belligerent disposi-
tion, and knew almost #s little of those
brilliant decorations which were judged
necessary to make up the ¢/ pomp and ciz-
éumstange of glorious war’ as he did of
the manner of setting-a -equadron in the
field. He would omit all mention of -that
subject, the more readily as he was o be
followed by a gentleman of large expe
rience in the service. Reverting to civil
life, he would exjpiress his hope, that while
some amer.dments were to be proposed in
the Insolvent law, and experience had
shown " that- - some ameundments
were ° réquisite, ' the - maim.sirno.
ture  of  ithe - present - ~etatute,
ahd the great principles which were embo~
dled in if, would be allowed tostand. He
believed that he'might slaimsomeacquam-
tanoé with ‘the- of meroantile men,
and heventired vo say not only that:the
lavt wils ‘very-geietally ‘wpproved.of, but
that the ‘distike of it'#hickvwaa atfirst falt
is i'agidl y diminishing: - At the qume time
he ‘knew ‘that-thére were in . particuler
dlaviséis provisions whieh were:sither fiatly
tinjitst; Ot'elibfalien -t oary dutihe wishes
of the countrydnd the-Legislature. .. .._
“Thiey should; he waa su; eheerfully give
their co:operation to-any judicious- plan for
. carrying forwhrd the Canadian Pacitic Kail-
way. jeoriginal plan, as they all knew,
was an éntire failare—a failure, let him
add, for-financial and not for political
resrons—a failure predictdd from the first
2&‘ the- cbolest and most capable fimanciers.
had-already taken place.should warn
therm against rash engagements, especially
as to time.. - When ‘they remembered the
many yesars which it would . bave taken to
ACCOLD), such-a work as thelntercolonial,
ging ‘slorig a deries of harborsin & long,
if not thickly wettled country, they should
see at once the folly of pledging.their good
faith to any- hard and -fast-dine. &= to the
timeof its completion. - The lste Govern-
ment did bind itself to a given, and in his
jadgtent far too short & period-wboth for
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beginning and ending—and it failed to
keep ita promise, But it is one ofthe una
derstood rules of public treaties that the

] " to them -- were  only . held
$0- én endeavor - in . ‘good faith_ to
act up to their: -engagements . and
were not bound 10 do what was impossible.
They must act under  that rale... - On the
one hand the act of an authorized Govern-
ment is the act of-a nation, and they were
doubtless bound to-day by the unders
takinge, however rash, of the preceding
Government, - - But, on the other hand,
the failure of the late Administration es-
tablished the propriety of refraining from
additiopal obligations of the kind, which
they could not carry out. Let them ac-
knowledge. their obligations to construct a
great {irans-continentil highway ‘as early
as poesible ; but let them make haate
slowly in order- that each stsp might be
perfect in itself,- and an assured
advarce towards the great design.
He acknowledged that be attached a great
dealmore. impariance to the speedy, im-
provement of our canals and harbors fhan
to the Pacific Railway, for the benefits of
the canal and harbor improvements were
‘;in:ledi;h. and weg aneﬂ‘led e%gncg %3

.Qr tareg ns: of: people, who wou
atonce 1 g‘},‘,ﬁé to uoooun,t%’oz:t_hexr own
prosperity and that.of the Treasury,whereas
the gain from the railway was prospective,
snd was to be secured 1ior people who had
yet to be brought to settie ju the great
waste to the West of ue. He wus sure
that tha House would heartily support the
promptest and most energetic messures
for . thaf, end, .Among. this class of im-
provements he iust . especially notice
tbat which _was injended to . connect the
waterg -of .. the, Gulf: of St. Lawrence,
with those of the Bay of Fundy. Nothing
could.beumyore: conducive to that West
Indian trade and Southern trade to which
ouwr. wierchants. and manufacturers ware
now furniag wheir attention. They should
al) rejoice at the prospect of the opening
ot alarger field for commercial transactions
with our. immediate neighbours. He
suppossd it waa yet too early to indulge in
any exoeptions as to. the success which
might be hoped for ; and they were all
aware of the .obstacles which conflicting
interests cpeate. But it was pleasing to
know that tbe American Executive  bhad
takexn s liberal view of the matter, and had
manifested a cordial desire for the re.
opening of negotiations. He believed that
these .negotiations could not  be in
batter hands than those of their colleague,
M. \mingnd that under: his guidapce
there was listle denger that the treaty, if



