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Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliarnentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Conimons): Mr. Speaker, 1
was very interested in the comments made by the hon. member
for Mégantic-Compton-Stanstead, but I was surprised by bis
attack on the Senate.

[English]

I remember in the last Parliament that the House was flot full
but had a great number of Conservative MPs from the province
of Quebec sitting on the other side who were staunch supporters
of the Sonate. My recollection is that members of bis party who
used to be Con serv ativ es-apparently they either saw some
light or went bllnd, I amrnfot sure wbich; either way they fell off
the path and landed on another-or supporters of Mr. Mulroney
and bis government supported the Senate. They supported it so
much they stuffed it full of good Tories.

We know this happened during the last Parliainent. We know
it was supported by Conservative members of Parliarnent, many
of wbom were from the province of Quebec and nover said a
word in the House about thoir electors wanting to, get rid of the
Sonate. Now we heur this i8 the popular rage in his province. I do
not recafl hearing raised during the lat election campaign
anywhere in Canada that the Senate was the subject of extensive
discussion, either in Quebec or elsewborc.

I arn very surprised to hear the hon. member telling us today
that everyone in bis province is in favour of abolition of the
Sonate when this patently was not the case until at least October
25, 1993. Has something happoned that bas changed the minds
of Quobecers? I arn interested to know what it is that in bis view
bas resulted in this-

[rnlçation]

An hon. member: Two.

Mr. Bernier (Mégantic-Compton-Stailstead): N(
mean to, represent Quebec. Quebec bas only one Conserva
member who, soniewbat like senators, was appointed leade
Uic Conservative Party witbout being elected to that posit
Tbere is Uic answer. On October 25, 1993, Quebecers miai
choice based on their interests; they made a cboice basec
what Uiey really thought of federal institutions, and this is,
they sent 54 Bloc Quebecois members to, represent thern in
House.

Somne hon. niembers: Hear, bear.

Mr. Bernier <Mégantic--Compton-Stanfstead): 1 cafi
why the hon. member for Kingston and the Islands mayl1
some doults. Thtis is exactly wbat we said during Uic elec
campaign, last October, and what we are repeating day after
in this House. For over 125 years now, Quebecers have 1
elected to, represent tbeir fellow citizens in this House an
talk to Uic reit of Canada. This time, there are, in this He
people wbo do flot want to, be appointed to Uic Senato under
consideration. We sirnply want to tell our friends ftom Eni
Canada wbat Quebecers waflt. And what they~ want is to 1
their own country- Uiey want to, set up their own institutions,
Uiis is wby 1 say once again that Quebecers in general are
only in favour of abolishing Uic Sonate, but are even in favoi
abolishing their own representation in Uiis House.

Mr. René Launin (Joliette): Mr. Speaker, I welcofl)c
opportunity to speak on the subject of the appropriati0
certain votes, and especially Uic $26.9 million allocated t(
Senate for thc 1994-95 fiscal year. 1 thiftk it is high tinie
goverfiment realized that sound goveruimont management S
svith more prudent and especially more efficient manageflie
taxpayers' money.

Theanwer is quite ipe o ny have tolook at the
resusiit of thecto held on October 25, 1993. There is oinIy
one Conservative mribeeft in this Hue
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