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registered, which is four times more than for last year’s election, 
and which includes 4,000 duplicate listings.

How can the Prime Minister justify that the Council for 
Canadian Unity encourages thousands of people living outside 
Quebec to illegally get their names on the voters’ list?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the council is indeed an organization that has received 
a grant from the government, but it also receives moneys from 
the private sector and it urges people who have the right to vote 
to get their names on the list.
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It goes without saying that if the no side wins in two weeks, 
many people who moved out of Quebec will want to go back 
there. Thanks to its restored political stability, Quebec will 
become a very interesting place to live, and these people will be 
very happy to move back to our belle province.

Mr. Russell MacLellan (Parliamentary Secretary to Min
ister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member is absolutely correct that any one 
incident of this type is one too many. Women killed by abusive 
partners are an occurrence that happens too frequently.

As I mentioned in my first answer, the Minister of Justice is 
looking into the situation and is looking into electronic brace
lets. We are working with the solicitor general and other 
departments to find a meaningful way of drastically reducing 
these types of tragedies.

* * »

ATLANTIC INVESTMENT FUND
Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my 

question is for the Minister of Public Works and Government 
Services.

I understand the details of the Atlantic investment fund 
near completion and that provinces and banks are showing their 
support for the fund. Members of the third party may criticize 
the idea but Atlantic Canadians know the need for small 
business capital in our region.

Will the minister tell the House that he is going ahead with the 
Atlantic investment fund?

Hon. David Dingwall (Minister of Public Works and Gov
ernment Services and Minister for the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 1 know the hon. 
member’s long interest in the subject matter. He should be 
aware, as other House members ought to be aware, that Atlantic 
Canada is the only region of the country that does not have a 
venture capital fund.

With the co-operation of the four Atlantic premiers and the 
Government of Canada, the private sector including the char
tered banks is in the process of coming together and consummat
ing what will become known as the Atlantic venture capital 
fund.

For the benefit of the House, the particular fund has as its goal 
to assist small and medium size business and to increase the 
human infrastructure in that sector in Atlantic Canada. It will be 
governed, driven and operated by the private sector which has 
its roots and resides in Atlantic Canada.
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[English]

JUSTICE
Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my 

question is for the justice minister.

In the trial of Royer, the jury decided that Royer could form 
specific intent, that Royer was not extremely intoxicated and 
that Royer knew exactly what he was doing when he murdered 
Sharon Mohamed and attempted to murder Sharon’s mother, 
Shadikan.

The government discussed and decided unanimously that 
drunkenness is not an excuse. When will it enforce the legisla
tion that makes the final decision of a jury that hears all 
pertinent evidence final and will not allow an appointed body 
such as the supreme court to overrule the wishes of the people 
and the Parliament of Canada?

Mr. Russell MacLellan (Parliamentary Secretary to Min
ister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, with respect to the Royer case, the Supreme Court of 
Canada has now been asked to look at it. As this case is before 
the supreme court it would be improper to comment on it.

This case is different from the Daviault case in that this is a 
crime of specific intent whereas the Daviault case was a crime of 
general intent.

The Minister of Justice is looking at the possibility of acting 
as an intervener in this case if it goes before the Supreme Court 
of Canada.

* * *

[Translation]

COUNCIL FOR CANADIAN UNITY
Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.

Speaker, thanks to a federal grant of at least $4 million, the 
Council for Canadian Unity is pursuing its massive registration 
of out of Quebec residents, under false representations. The 
council encourages these people to say that they intend to move 
back to Quebec within two years, even if it is not the case. The 
result is that over 15,000 out of Quebec residents have been

HEALTH CARE

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Prime Minister.


