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where representatives of Israel and the PLO finally signed an 
agreement on self-government for the Palestinians. It is impor
tant to mention the courage and vision of the architects of this 
peace, Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat.

We know that change will not come overnight. Much bitter
ness remains, but this first step is very significant. The parties 
have decided to settle their disputes through negotiation. We 
must continue to help the partners build mutual trust, which we 
hope will lead to a broader lasting peace that will extend to the 
whole region.

• (1405) 

[Translation]

BOSNIA
Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval-Centre): Mr. 

Speaker, I would like to call the attention of the House to an 
intolerable reality that we have the power to alleviate. I am 
talking about the plight of children in Bosnia. More than 
anybody else, these children are innocent victims of an unbear
able conflict.

A great many European countries are welcoming Bosnian 
children with open arms, but Canada’s welcome remains dis
creet, too discreet, Mr. Speaker. Canada has a reputation of 
being a generous nation. Our involvement in peacekeeping 
activities is ample proof of that. But we can and must do more. 
We must welcome in our country these children held captive of a 
blind war which turns their lives into hell on earth. We cannot 
remain insensitive to their plight because by failing to act, we 
would in fact be condoning this war and its inhumane conse
quences.

* * *

[English]

CITIZENSHIP
Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk): Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

comment on the recent announcement concerning citizen court 
judges.

On behalf of my riding I would like to express sincere thanks 
to the minister of immigration for this step. Not only does the 
minister’s plan promise to save the government money and end a 
cycle of patronage, but it puts more meaning into the proceed
ings surrounding becoming a Canadian citizen.

Those who are concerned with the deficit or patronage should 
be well pleased with the minister of immigration for a job well 
done.

* * *

[English]

GAZA-JERICHO ACCORD
Mr. Ed Harper (Slmcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, for the 

second time in a week the world has witnessed the peaceful 
conclusion of long and sometimes frustrating negotiations to
ward true democracy.

Like the South African election, the historic signing in Cairo 
yesterday of an agreement to end 27 years of Israeli occupation 
will bring to an end the senseless killing of so many innocent 
people.

In any successful negotiation there must be flexibility and an 
understanding on the part of both sides. The winners here are not 
those who sat at the bargaining table. The real winners are those 
millions whose lives and futures will be greatly improved.

Let us hope the actions taken here by these leaders will be an 
inspiration to those involved in conflicts in other parts of the 
world that there is a better way.

The world today is indeed a better and safer one as a result of 
the dedication and hard work of negotiators on both sides. I ask 
all members to join with me in an expression of gratitude to 
those whose efforts brought this difficult situation to a peaceful 
conclusion.

• * *

GAZA-JERICHO ACCORD
Mr. Sarkis Assadourian (Don Valley North): Mr. Speaker, 

historical and joyous are two words which best describe the 
Gaza-Jericho accord, signed on Wednesday, May 4, between the 
PLO and Israel.

This unprecedented agreement offers new hope for a region 
which for many years was torn apart by bloodshed and religious 
differences. I wish to extend my warmest congratulations and 
best wishes for a lasting and progressive peace to all Palestin
ians and Israelis affected by the accord.

The true impact of the agreement can only be realized through 
honest and mutual co-operation from both sides.

It is my hope that the Government of Canada will continue to 
offer its support for lasting and constructive peace throughout 
the entire region of the Middle East.

* * *

[Translation]* * *

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
Mrs. Pauline Picard (Drummond): Mr. Speaker, it is an 

honour for me to announce in this House the official launching 
of the carnation campaign for multiple sclerosis, which will take 
place next weekend.

[Translation]

PALESTINIAN SELF-GOVERNMENT
Mr. David Berger (Saint-Henri—Westmount): Mr. Speak

er, all Canadians were no doubt moved by the scenes from Cairo


