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POINT OF ORDER

NAYS

Members

• (1630)

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried.
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ALLOTTED DAYS—PRECEDENCE OF OPPOSITION MOTIONS

Mr. Nelson A. Riis (Kamloops—Shuswap): Mr. Speaker, I 
rise on a point of order to suggest that this should not be an 
allotted day. I refer to the terms of Standing Order 58(5) and 
Citation 478 of Beauchesne’s Fifth Edition which reads:

Under the terms of S. O. 58(5), twenty-five days are allotted to the business 
of Supply in each year. Although technically the business under discussion is 
government business, motions given precedence on these allotted days may be 
moved only by Members in opposition to the Government. To this extent, there 
is a distinction between the business of supply and other government business 
with respect to S. O. 18.

I submit that, as a result of today, the motion given 
precedence was, of course, an initiative by the Government. 
For that reason, I believe that today ought not to be an allotted 
day.

Hon. Doug Lewis (Minister of State and Minister of State 
(Treasury Board)): Mr. Speaker, I caught my hon. friend’s 
argument but I would submit that the wording of the motion 
on allotted days is entirely within the control of the New 
Democratic Party or the Liberal Party, whichever one has the 
allotted day. It is my understanding that today’s allotted day 
was for the New Democrats. Surely having drafted the order 
themselves, they, cannot then argue that what they have put on 
the Order Paper is, therefore, out of order. It has been

Point of Order

Mr. Robinson: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I 
appreciate the opportunity afforded a Member who has 
abstained to make a brief statement and give an explanation.

I am profoundly opposed to those provisions of the Meech 
Lake Accord which may weaken the important role—

Some Hon. Members: Order.
Mr. Speaker: There is a tradition in this place according to 

which Member who has abstained may rise briefly to give an 
explanation. I would ask Hon. Members to extend that 
courtesy.

Mr. Robinson: Mr. Speaker, I am profoundly opposed to 
those provisions of the Meech Lake Accord which may weaken 
the important role of the federal Government and allow for the 
possibility that fundamental rights of women and minorities as 
set out in the Charter may be overridden, diminish the status 
of the Yukon and Northwest Territories, and show a lack of 
recognition and respect for the aboriginal peoples of Canada. 
VTranslation\

But at the same time, Mr. Speaker, I regretted Quebec’s 
exclusion of the Constitutional Accord of 1981, as well as I 
have always favoured the recognition of Quebec’s distinct 
society which requires, for a fundamental part of this charac­
ter to be guaranteed, that the principles of Bill 101 be obeyed 
and applied.
\English\

For those reasons, Mr. Speaker, I have abstained on this 
most important vote.
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