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the other hand, prices continued to rise at a rate of il per
cent a year in countries like Jtaly, Great Britain and Japan,
and that is quite easily explained when one secs the world
of business lose spoed and unemployment increase. Those
are signs we must pay attention to when we recognîze
them at home and we must avoid St ail cest tho serîcus
effects they had elsewhere. If the gevernment of Canada is
further maintained in its inability to curb inflation, we are
definitely going to pass the point of no return at the very
rîsk of losîng, s0 to speak, the control over our economy.
Already now the situation is really alarmîng. Let us just
look back a bit te compare.

Only about twenty vears ago, if one had darcd suggest
that a hespital room in 1975 would cost over $75 a day and
a ycar of university would total between $3,000 and $4,000
he would have been brandcd as a sick man. At that tîme a
year cf univcrsîty cost $1.000 and a hospital room $11 a day,
and the average price for a single famîly bouse was about
$12,000. And if the same guy had dared say that in 1975 a
single famîly bouse would average $40,000 ho would have
been laughed at outrîght and evon taxcd wîth thînking
liberal, in the rîght sense cf the word though, that is wîth
havîng a weîrd mind. Howcver, thîs is exactly what is
happening today. And projccting prîces and wages for year
2,000, according f0 the înflatîonary trend cf these last
years, we get astoundîng results.

The average family now earnîng $14,000 will get $112.000,
accordîng te the current trend, in year 2,000. A pair of
shoes now costîng $28 wîll be worth $167. A wool skîrt now
sold $11 will retail for $53. A haîrcut n0w costing $3.20 wîll
be $20.50. A tooth repaîr ncw wcrth $11. will cost $50. A
semi-prîvate hospîtal room now costîng $78 a day will be
worth $290. A ycarly tuition foc now cestîng $3,700 in a
prîvate institution will cost $45.000. A house now selling
for $40,000 will ho paid $623,000. This was arrîvcd at by a
recent authoritîve study by the Economics Departmcnt of
the magazine United Stctes Neu's cnd Wcrld Report.

This clearly shows the current economîc situation and
the kînd of thîng we cao expect if we do net take immedi-
ate corrective action.

Belatedly, the govcrnment reccntly attemptcd te control
the situation through their anti-inflation pregram,
although contrels are not a solution actually. Indeed, the
Bank of Montreal's Business Retieu' of October 1975 clearly
states that such a measure is of very dubious effectîveness,
and I quote:
Tbroughout hîstory and until the 1970's, it bas been shown that such
prograres hardly stopped inflation. They may bring temporary relief ai
the prîce indices level, but once controls are lîfted prîces almost invari-
ably resume tbeir uptrend at an accelerated pace. Lt will be remembered
that unfortunately such was the resait of the controls prograre
launcbcd in the United States in 1971 and finally curtailed in 1973.
Controls unfortunately tend te obscure the need for a radical change in
basic policies and bebaviours.

And I want te repeat that:
Controls unfortunately tend te obscure the need for a radical change

in basic polîcies and bebavîours, wbîcb means that eventual solutions
are more dîffîcuit and painful te apply.

As the Presîdent cf the Bank of Montreal said in his
speech te the shareholders in 1973:

I Mr Beaudsîn.

-notbîng could be se barmful in the long terro while brîngîng enly an
insignificant relief te the short terne as conîrels and ne action can be
successfull wbile the underlyîng conditions wbîch have caused infla-
tien remain uncbanged.

Anothor relaîed basic preblere is that prîce and income co.ntrols bloc.k
the relatîonshîp between prîcea, even wben ibis celatîonsbîp ta clearly
inappropriate or unfaîr, wbicb may well be tbe case in view cf tbe
rîsîng inflation tbat we are now wîtnessîng. But even if thîs relation-
sbip is juat in a certain measure, at a certain tirne, we are living in a
dvnamnic secîcty wbere prîces must change censtantly if supply is te
adjust te changes te dcmaed. Wben the prîce systere can nu longer
fonction normall y, sbortages and dislocations become frequent.

Since îmported producîs represcet 29 per cent of the Canadian gross
national produci, a control prograre would be dîffîculi or impossible te
implement witbout a gîgantîc and cosîlv suhsîdy s, steni or w.ibhout
bîgber prices ef imperîed produets beîng i cflected on the consecners,
wbîcb would centribute tii tbe rîaîng spiral e) prices wbîle inflation
continues abroad.

In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, the conclusions drawn by
the author of thîs article are the same as those that we
have drawn in tbis Heuse and the same as those drawn by
many Canadians.

It îs a fact that thero is ne miracle or easy solution te
thoso problcms. But the solutien faveurod by the govero-
mont, whîch îs te implomont theso centrols, could ho tee
easy and the results risk beîng quito unsatîsfactory. Othor
stops that would ho more logical and show truc leardership
could have been takon. but 1 shall come back te thîs lator,
after suggostîng alternative solutions.

The point 1 am trying te make is that wo should strive te
croate. through fair and truthful statements, the sort of
social climato whîch is conducîve te social justice.

Mr. Speaker, 1 could quitte now, as I have donc on
provicus occasions and as I shaîl certaînly do agaîn some
t)thor timo, a whole sories cf statîstîcs and facts whîch
point te the weaknoss cf the governmcnt in such areas as
capital punîshmcnt and parole. But I shaîl merely qucte
part cf an article publîshed in Québec indutisriel 1975 whîch
shows the lack cf rosponsiblo leadership on the part cf the
govcrnmont and the social clîmato it has creatod:

Blass commita crime after crime and offeece after offence. He bas bis
pîcture taken holding a gen and seeds it te the newspapers. He is a ceai
gangster, a nosorieus babîtual criminal, a mîsfît. He ta caugbî by tbe
police but escapes. and a great many people are terrîfîed wben tbey
know be is at large. Finally, be ta shot dead by police. lmmedîaîely. the
saine specialized' groupa meure bis loss, blame the poîlice for bavîeg
donc their job, look into Blass' background, etc. Special maierial ta
publîsbed on bis lîfe and -works" And a mevie about bîre wîll top it aIll

It ta the samne old atory. People bave bougbî many paîntînga donc by
one of the "Santa Claus killers" wbe bad gunned dlown two policemen
and made many orpbans. The Watergate censpiraters, wbo came oui of
Amerîcan prisons as if by magie, are gencrously paîd teday by the press
and televîsion for the story of their dîrty tricks.

In a world in wbîcb policemen and vîctîms are wrong, crîmînals are
botter proîectcd iban benest people, bandits are held as bernes, tbe
resulis are obvieus.

Ie Montreal, a merder is committed every day of the year, te the
United States, the numbor of tbefts bas încrcased by 20 per cent,
burglaries by 17 per cent, rapes by 9 per cent and murders by 5 per cent.
AIl tbe records bave been broken.

Recently, Mr. Frank Scbauffee, a wcll known crîmînal lawyer, stated:
"It ta a lot casier te detend a crîmînai than a vîctîre, sînce te the latter

case cverybody ta agaînsi you. the judges, the laywers and the
journalists ....

I do net know if justice la blînd, as is olten said, but it ta far frore
exemplary.
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