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tive of that law ; and then to turn around principles that we cau insist upon in the in-
and say :I have econoiized in iny lepart- terest of the couutry-in the interest of any
ment. Hlow ? By violatilg a well understood country. I amn satistied that you can do
agreenieut vilh the miie iho haid eitered nothingmore damaging to the best interest
its department :hy violating a. distinet unÂ- of any country than to instill into the mninds
derstanding. Whether it is an absolute of the civil servants of the country that they
legal contract or nlot, I am lot prepad 10 arc& nîot secure ii their positions so long as
ay : but it has been a. well reeoginized un- tey discliarge their duties properly and

derstanding for years and vears. But thle vell. And I think mîy hon. friend must ad-
lion. gentleman comles hiere anid tells us that iuiti. t hiat hliat is so. tliink lie will ad-
he does not approve of the Civil Service i mit tbartevery writer on the subjeet whose
Act ant thinks it unwise lhat he should views aire worthy of consideration lias laid
not be allowed to select certain gentlemen down that proposition and urged it as
wioml he faucies, froii amiong tlie ottrs spogly as possible. Tlhat a good perman-
of his department, to whon this increase ntq civil service ias been a.t imes the sal-
sliall be given, and to deprive otiers whoml ation of a coun'try, when the Government
lie does not approve of. of tis statutory in- :f the day lias nî>ot been discharging its
crease. whieh, when they were iinluced to duty, is a facitt thaizt'every one knows. I
enter the civil service they believed tyli iliar nohing coild be more fatal to
were entitled to. I think that this is not t9e best inter,.-sl of Canada than that the
just. I think it is sucli a course as no Gov- princiIle shIuld ibe laid down that oiur civil
erunient ouglit to be prepared to defend. I servants shall not he able to regard their
lieard wlat ny hon. friend (Sir Richard p i as serere to theim if they discharge
Cartwriglt) saîid with regard to the dte- tleir dtties faitlfiully aid well.
mninaîtion the Government had cole to as The MINISTER OF MARINE AND
bût ween two alternatives. One alternative FISIERIES (Mr. Davis). I should regret
was to dismiss a number of mnii.and thli tt lon. gentlemen opposite should comne
other was to strike off the statutory l- to n- liasty conclusions on matters off this
rea-. an increase to wnh the civil ser- kl1nd. I fear that ny lion. friend tMr. Me-

vant was enitled if lie had lot done a -Neill) in the kinidness of his heart has driven
iniîa.*g iiiilro>per. Suely my lion. riend loest: hsef lo alopt conclusions whiIli bis het-
lnot ieain to say It hat it was contemlate -i judgment will lot sustain. lie is stat-
by..I te .Goveromett or that ttey ever li ing a )ropositionl here evidently for the pur-
owed t oross thetht t pose of fiaving it promulgated througlh the
should tn out hdily withot omen- t eountry that t here las been an attack upon
tiona a whole host of gentleien whi ha I lieoranence o l the civil service.

entered tho servie vith the understanding
ihait as loîng as they eonducted t3eselves Mr. MüNEILL. I ami sure muy hon. friend

properly in teir lpositioIs and showeid theii- (os lot wish to misrepresenlt me. 1 was
selves tg le ehiieit ivil servants thevy simply rerring to what the lion. Minister
would be etained there. oif Trade and Comimerce (Sir Richard Cart-

w Nrighit)lhad sid and it wNas in reglard to
The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM- 1is(1rti ane tt ii spok ma Idid.

'N, suh uderç-stadi li, lzve% isobservation aloiie that I spokO ue s 1. diii.
MERCE. No such understandg nas evr I thinklie said-and lie will c0orrect ne if I
existed. o not represent Ihimu acctirately--tliat two

Mr. McNEILL. I think the un'ierstand-- alternatives were open to the Governmnt
ing has avlways be-en that, except in spoecial oie beiig to strike out statutory increase
circumstances, the civil servant. when lie !: it is called, and the other to dismiuss a
was put upon the perianiiient list·a -aîlly number of civil servants. in order to effect
a permanent civil servant. Of course. we ecoomyii0li. And wlhei I went on and re-
may go into teclniealities and split hairs ferred to these gentlemen as being per-
upon iiis matter, but what is the broad manent civil servants, ml hon. friend (Sir
understading witi these mn ? The broad% Rchard Cartvright> corrected ne and said
and diistinet uinderstanding is-and ever lie did not understand that there was any
member of the civil service lias always held sucli understanding. I hope my hon. frienid
it to be so-that whîen they aire put on the <Mr. Davies) will nîot say that I was tiS-
permanent list, the e ere permanenty :ussing a question In order that what I said
and if thiey are reinoved for special case. if iiglit go to the country. I called attention
a mîan be superannuated for son special to it iii order that it miglt be brouglit to
reason, the Act contemplates that (as I un- the mdin of the Government. and I am glad
derstand hi, and provi-des that that sha l tat it has been so forcibly brouglit to their
not be done wiout giving to the civil se- mnds as my lon. friend (Mr. Davies) shows
vaut ao tierefor. I think tiat it t haie been.
nothing more unfortunate for th best ii- 1The MINISTER OF MARINE AND
ter ots of tis counitry could he imîîagind i FISIHERIES. I cannot further fllow the
that it should be supposed that the permai- point, the hon. gentleman (Mr. McNeill) bav-
neno embers ef the civil servants are not i ing stated that lie lad no suc idea as I
permanent. I thinîk that permanence in the I thou iet he had. I wanted to point out that
civil service is oie of the most essent laialthie faets of the last year have proved the

Mr. McNEILL.


