
bond retweer the people of Canada and the peoples of
Africa, and the support of the government of Canada for
the historic effort whi.ch you are leading for ccrcerted
ir.terrati_cnal action to a ddress Africa's emeraency r.eeds .

Canacq i.ars and their gevernment are acutely aware
of the intense suffering of millions of Africans . The
çecretary of State for Exterral Affairs, Joe Clark, and
ryself have travelled to Fthicpia to get a first 'band
imFressior of what reec'ec' to be Ocre. A specially
aPFeirteO Canacliar Coordinator for the African Famine,
I`avic' P'zcOcnald, part of my c?elegatien here, has since
returnee to Fthiepia, visited r`auritania, Vali and P?iaer
to understand the situation in the Sahel and has -iust
recently core hack from the Sudan . r"r . Macdonald will
present in the near future his report on the African
crisis . This report will he studied immediately by the
Standing Ccrrreittee on External Affairs and National
Deferce of the PouFe of Commons of which the Chairmar.,
Dr . William Te?inegard, is participating at this conference
as a memher of my delegation . These fact finding
i^i Er icr s , as well as the recent visits to Ottawa by you,
r'r . Presic?ent, ard by your Director for Fmergency
('peraticrs in Africa, Mr . Frad Morse, have underscored the
impact the Africa famine has on the Canadian people and
the gevernmer.t's aaerda .

The Frime D"inister of Canada, r'r . Priar r"ulroney,
has asked me to convey purlicly our profound sympathy and
Gclic?arity with the African peoples and their goverr.rrerts
j r thi s dark hour . Canad a bas ha d strong and multiple
ties with African ccurtrie s s ince their accession to
irdeper.derce . These relations have growr through years of
rriltuz] c?eveloprrent cooperation and through belief in
ccmmcr, values . The Canac?ian government can only reiterate
its vrc~ir^irishec' and renewec' eemmi.tment to work ir harmeny
r•i th the international ccrr+vni ty to meet thi s presen t
c-1 -,- 1 l erRe .

Fr . President ,

Thcuah the racnitude of the crisis is erormous,
t},cvcih the cl-a] ler.ge friahtenirg, despair and defeatism
canrot and must rot overwhelm v s . The sclutior.s are nct
and will rot be easy . Our immeOiate prierity now i s to
Fave lives, but lasting solutions mu st be fourd jr leng
tenir clevelcpment . Poth recuire renewed commitment and a
will to evercome . We must cortinue to take the necessary
steps to respor0 to the emergency crisis which we face .


