
[Front coveril "La Chinga", a 

13-year-old gang member from 

Medellin, Colombia, points his gun at 

the camera. Children growing up in 

cities are often at heightened risk of 

being recruited into organized armed 

criminal groups. The average age of 

recruitment for child gang members 

has been estimated at between 11 and 

14, and has been falling in recent years. 
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