
Context (11): 'A Changig Canada»

A NEW CANADLANIDENTITY?

According to some, Canada lias outgrown the 'two founding peoples' model, or thie notion that
Canadian cultural identity is drawn solely from Britain and France. A new Canadian identity has
developed from the diversity of immigrant origins, particularly in large cities and Western Canada,where neither British nor French-origin Canadians formn a majority of the population. This has
resulted in a distinctive political culture, as shown by thie emergence of what lias been called a"demotic society."4 Reflecting a similar trend taking place in other immigrant societies, a "demotic
society" cai bdefined as a road cetitconsensus ini which democratie discourse is shaped
primarily hy dbtswithin parties rather than between parties. 'Mis largely urban phenomenon isshared to some degree with thec United States, -Britain, France, and to a some extent the less

Genratona chngehasalso had a profound impact on Caainidentity. Compared to earlier
genratonsthat could draw on such 'national' symbols and events as Wofld War , the FLQ crisis,
andth Caad-Soviet hockey series, the younger generationlis a '"profound1y rots" generation.

Canadians between the agsof 25 and 35 have been living ini a Caaachaatrzdb r
agremetssophisticated elctronie communication, ctaks to euain elhcr n te

social services, and thie colporate branding ofrnarketable Cna' 'symbols. However, despite
ther rotlssnssyoug Cnadanslong for a sense of commlinity based on the values of a

copsionate soclety eommitted to social justice.
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