
regional groups, often do less thaxi we do, or would like
to do. Nevertheless, the deg-ree of abuse, the expendi-
tures on arns, societal practices which raise issues of
huznan rights, eg. female genital mutilation, should be
assessed consistently in relation to the influence which
we might exert in external aid, in tirade and in multilat-
oral orga.nizations. The government has taken a clear
position about conditions in Nigeria and should follow
the logic of that position in ail aspects of its relations.
Non-goveramental organizations make an important
contribution to the sanie objective. The example pro-
vided by the Canaclian Friends of Burma in support of
Aung San Suu Kyi and the democratic cause in that
country was cited. In inany other cases, Canadian reac-
tions are the same and the government should use
whatever leverage is available to effect change, where
action seems likely to achieve that objective.

Prevention of the abuse of women and children should
be a fundamental objective of policy, both domestically,
and globally, particu.larly la relation to the conventions
cyA rd ti t llnited Nations system. That sys-

should bo reconstituted. It regrets that funding for
development education has been elixninated, since that
prograxn was important la brlnging about such public
understandiig.
The end of the Cold War has diminîshed the prospect of
nuclear Arinegeddon but not that of global disorder. The
Group of 78, which came together during the Cold War,
had hoped that something more sanguine could be said
of the presont global picture. Nevertheless, as a member
of long standing, liannah Newcombe, observed, it was
pointless to allow either optimism or pessimismr to
reduce courage and persistence la pursuit of the pur-
poses and principles of the UN Charter. Ia tb.is regard,
tho Group noted with sadness the recont, death of Prof.
David Cox of Queen's University who had applied
expert, and comprehensive, k.nowledge, with unflagging
opti:nism, to the objectives of securing global poace.

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

A Resolution Approved by the Group of 78 at a Confer-
ence on "Thireats to Peace", 20-22 September 1996,
Cantley, Quebec

The Group of 78, responding to Foreign Affairs MIdnister
Axworthy>s invitation to Canadians to comment on the
implications of the International Court of Justices Advi-
sorv Qo)inion on the elixuination of nuclear weapons, rec-

J.'s cail to governments not
negotiations on nuclear dis-
effective international con-
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tates, including
nediate negotia-
>n which would
all its aspects,


