
racism, including assistance to those struggling to rid 
themselves and their environment of the practice. 

Being aware that legislation alone cannot eliminate racism and 
racial prejudice, we endorse the need to initiate public 
information and education policies designed to promote 
understanding, tolerance, respect and friendship among 
peoples and racial groups. 

We are particularly conscious of the importance of the 
contribution the media can make to human rights and the 
eradication of racism and racial prejudice by helping to 
eliminate ignorance and misunderstanding between people and 
by drawing attention to the evils which afflict humanity. We 
affirm the importance of truthful presentation of facts in order 
to ensure that the public are fully informed of the dangers 
presented by racism and racial prejudice. 

In accordance with established principles of International Law 
and, in particular, the provisions of the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrim-
ination, we affirm that everyone is, at all times and in all places, 
entitled to be protected in the enjoyment of the right to be free 
of racism and racial prejudice. 

We believe that the existence in the world of apartheid and 
racial discrimination is a matter of concern to all human beings. 
We recognise that we share an international responsibility to 
work together for the total eradication of apartheid and racial 
discrimination. 

We note that racism and racial prejudice, wherever they occur, 
are significant factors contributing to tension between nations 
and thus inhibit peaceful progress and development. We 
believe that the goal of the eradication of racism stands as a 
critical priority for governments of the Commonwealth, 
committed as they are to the promotion of the ideals of peaceful 
and happy lives for their people. 

We intend that the Commonwealth, as an international 
organisation with a fundamental and deep-rooted attachment 
to principles of freedom and equality, should co-operate with 
other organisations in the fulfilment of these principles. In 
particular the Commonwealth should seek to enhance the co-
ordination of its activities with those of other organisations 
similarly committed to the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 
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