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Possibly in no. way cati one awaken more
jnterest in Nature Study than through the
School Fair. Children like to collect with a
purpose. And through collecting plants and
jnsects, they become acquainted with these more
intimately than in, any other way.

Furthermore, the Fair brings the parents to
the school. Nature Study too often is made a
dry, formaI. subject forced upon the school by
the course of study.> Oftener still, it is entirely
neglected. With an exhibition -in view, however,
the subje ceaees to ho a schol sibject, and
becomes one in which the children are really

interested.
Now. W-the time to begin preparation for next

September's Fair.- Even if the teachers change in

the meatim, the Fair# being largely in. 'the
ha" ofthe pupils, i<kpt in mid throughout
t11he .sumwizer. Teaéhe.rs who really wish to-
sadvance- the interests of their pupils will startp. theièhdem, even if they neyer see its completion.
~I'êsi1y4hsey will go to a echool neit terni
where oome ther teacher has_ started a similar
.-wbmue; spd, la such case, the spring's exper.enoe
WW 1 help fit into the new suarondings.

A- achool Fair should consist of an ex~btOf
ail sorts of grain, vegetables, fruits and flowers,
that :the ioeo children grew.. Whether they
grew- thein at homeý or ini the echool garden
mtatters little.. Ail niture' collections made by
the children should alsô hoexhlbited. These
will consist of collections of wild flowers pressed
and mqnuted on càrdboard 'or white paper;
colleciops of gardeai fiowers, weeds, seeds,

-~native woods, ornamnental shrubs, etc., Many
.of these Scollci may illustrate such plant

reltinsas deed ï. persal, protection, adaptation
to inviromnent mnd ineect relations. Collections
acS4~'ing to localitY,, are always interesting.

Beaides plant collections, children- will exhibit
theïr. collections of minerais, insects, fossils,

seusIls pictures Qf natural objecte, nature
boklets, etc.

.0"à cWIldrén could maire collections illustrat-
ing local, county or. provincial industries. For
tIaig, nýucWxmaterîal might ho obtained through

0aaçewith other "ools.
The girls of the achocil would exhibit samples
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of their sewing, cooking, preserving,stnWg,7
raffia work, etc.

If they can grow tomatoes, onions, cucumnbesu
and cauliflower, and froni these make pickhes,
their exhibit would have double value.

It is needless to name all the thinp ,dta
might be exhibited. The chief point i@ tbe'
exhibition.

How many teachers, when they read thîg,
will bring the subject before their pupils? Tb
last month of school is usualiy a "drag. * T'y
this plan to brighten. things up. A*, ia
children to look after the garden. plots st.y
already have, and assure them it is not yet toe
late to Plant somnethmng more. No matter 1 0ho
small your school is, try the Fair, Takli
over with the people. Ask for oeàlr
contributions tovards. a prize -Bat Apot
an exhibition committee to keep îthnis
during vacation. This committee wUIl
carry the work over froni one teacher t»
next. The honor of having sidrird tinubI~
idea in any uchool ie worth the trouble. ~

-a teacher remaînia Wume ithe snd of k, o uçÏ,
the better.

These Fairs have beSn.trwisdni May p
They hav~e usually met with.opo- -. ~W

non-prgesv epethe first o.
second and third yesrs, however, show 1l
improvements.

After ail, the life of a Fair is the.t4p
If she cannet inp*rehe.r pupib' to do h
if she teaches by thecdock; if -he thin ofoi
only betwiee n mne a. mi., and four p., n.;,.I
she can teach only fromi a text-book;, if do
can teach only dead subjects; to hb es, if tW-
teacher have no ambition, energy and mnapý,
should- leave the Fair alone. But if "she bva
real teacher, this is an opportunity to,1 dO «M".
thing for which she wilI ho rem embered wm
her present pupils are the men and, wooiU of,
the country.

I Should consider it a favor if teachem in
Nova Scotia who have aiready tried sdiool FewI#
would write me, telling me what the" id
with what succesa. Those whowlo try, *t
Year for the first might also write. me at~

ishall appreciate it. I want 'te kq1
difficulties you meet and also cyour

You can help me by such reports.
T, too, can help you.
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