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Nature'. Te Deum.

Deep in tbe woods. I 1ear an anthern ringing
A-long the mossy aisl s where shadows lie;

It is the matin hour, th~ choir is singing
Their sweet Te Deum ta the King on high.

The stately trees seem quivering with emotion:
They thrill in ecstacy of music rare,

As if they felt the stirring of devotiôn,
Touched by the dainty fingers of tbe air.

The grasses grow enraptured as they listen,
And join their verdant voices with the choir,

And tip their tiny blades that gleam and.glisten,
As thrilled with fragrant fancies of desire.

The brooklet angwers ta the caliing river,
And, singing, slips away through arches dim;

Its heart runs over, and it must deliver,
Unto the KingWof kîngs its liquid hymn.

A shower of melody, and then a flutter
0f many wings: the birds are praising, tod',

And in a hgrmony of song they utter
Their thankfulness to him, their Master truc.

Ini tearfulness I listen, and adnirç
The great Te Deum Nature, kileeling, sings.

Ah! sweet, indeed, is God's mýajestic chor,
When ail the wprld i ane gréat anthem rings.

-Scred *Heari' Reviezc'.

Composition Wçrk.

Just the mention'of a .possibilEty of a "compbýi-
tion " being requireçi of thern is sufficient to produçe
a panic among -thé,; pupils of thé- average school,
consequently;, I havé neyer mentioned the Word ta-
My pupils, 'yet a'm not at aIl dissatisfied with ýthe
work they accomplish ini that bine.

First, bet young pupils -copy the' words and

punctuation of their favorite' bessons. Caîl it
6copying a story." Then làt thetn write from dic-

tation. Give thein an abundance of such work.
Then bang an 'attractive pkture before them. Let.
thern talk and question about it. Then require
themn ta write a story about the *picture. *Look
carefubly after punctuation, capitalization and
spelling; notice every good point and bestow a word
of praise and appreciation whenever it îs dtue; Dd
not pass over these steps too rapidby. The next one
will consist in assigning a subject for a. "story."
Be sure the subjects are such as wilI prove attrac-
tive. "The Habits of the Gray Squirreb," - Why
I Play Base BaIl," " Five Great Men," are good ta

awaken boyisli imagination; and gis like such suh-
jects as "Theý Walk to 'Scbool," "' The Days .of the
Week," "My Favorite Flower," etc.-

When your pupils become proficient. in these
exercises, it Will be perfectly safe to tell* thern they
are writing "è ompositians"" and they, will glory in
the fact of hýving vanquished this aged but foi-
midable bugb4ar..--Selected.

CURRENT ERVENTS.

No greait tient in the japanese-Russiai war ba-s
occurred sincè "the great battle of. Liao-Yang, in
which, aftc. tçrrible losses on both aides, the Rus-
sians were-coýýnpelled to retreat to Mukden. After
nearly a montýi spent in. resting -and calling up rein-
forcements,- lx>th sides are preparing for a renewal
of t¶ie struggiý near Mukden.

Thbe Japanise are moving, as before, in three
armies, froni fhe south, east -and southeast. There
have been sosme sharp collisions of ouItposts, which
have devlipd a good deal of streng*~ in the
attacking force. lut is flot generally believed that
GenerlKuropaeddn.ne g i il. give Marahal Oyama, battie
at Mukden, a#hru 4ýhe- place is well fortified, bue
that, l1eaving ý strong rear guard to obstruct the
japanese adenf he wii fall back to -the norÏh
upone the strqng position et Tie pass, which ',is
capable of an obstinate defense. I

mihe siege of' Poat.Ai*hnr,,stili continues, the sttb-
barn"' resistance of thie garrson- being only equalied
by tlhe fierce attacks of the japanese.

M4ount Vesuvius la nbw in more violent eruption
.than at any time since 1872.

There' ia a cessation of hostilities between the
Uruguayan iinsurgents and<lthe government, and the

litisurrectiolists are said to have accepted the gov-
ernmnent's oftéred terme of peace.

Work on-the Simplon tunnel, the foutth railway
tunnel under the Alps, mentioned sanie time ago as
nearing comp etion, bas been interrupted by tapp!nig
a spring of lot water, Which raises the tempera-
ture of the aiý in the tunnel to an insufferable heat.
~Refrigerating ýappliances are necessarY to enable the
workmen'ta complete the tunnel.

The eighthiiession of the International Geogra-
phic Congres bas hetd its meetings at different
points in the United States during the-Patt montb-
This- is the fiirat: tume-the congress bas met ini the
Western Ëleniisphere. Onue of the questions under
discussion bai beên the adoption of an* international
standard time. It is hoped that Greenwich tume
may be adopted as the basis, as it is with our Atlan-
tic standard and other standard tinies in North
America; so that hours only will be involved in the


