
THE PRINCE EDWARD- ISLAND MAGAZINE

the cooking stove. The old log bouse, having served its
day, was replaced by the commodious and elegant farmn residence.
These were perfectly legitimate and substantial wants; but they
called for considerable expenditures of money. There came,
however, with increased prosperity, a multitude of other wants,
unknown to the past generation. The homespun coat was no
longer felt to, be altogether a suitable turn-out for the fariner or
the farmer's son-partcularly the son,-and the dress material
for wife and daughter had to stu'i.nit to a corresponding revision.
The personal, attire of the family having been brought up to the
modern standard, it was in keeping with the eternal fltniess of
thiugs that the old fly or gig should give place to a first-class
family waggon, with hamness to match, and it was not long until
it was found necessary to suppleinent the waggon with a top
buggy. The point was now reached whien the farmer's faily
prec.-tnted a really respectable appearance on public occasions.
But what about the home. It would neyer do that oîîe thing
should laugli at another. So the home-made carpet gave way to
scotch or brussels. Violins and concertinas might do well enough
to cheer the hearts of the unsopisticated groups around the oId-
fashioned chimneys, but notinig short of an organ or a piano
could gratify tuie fastidions requirements of a generation which
had tasted soiniethingz more ample or more refined.

It is niot at ail a miatter of surprise that the farmer of this
perio)d shouild, niotwithistanding enlarged crops and good prices,
finid it hiarder, at the end of the year, to keep square w'Ïtl tlie
world than his father did in the good old days of flails and reap-
ing hooks; of blazîng c1himnecysý and homespun clothes.

1 do niot recaîl thiese chaniges for the purpose of condemning
themi. Thle law, of chainge is irresistible. Our children do flot,
f roii \-car to year, change more in their size, appearance and
Îincllinationsý, thlan do the communiiiitiesq of hchwe and thev forni
par-ts. Nor is it desirable thlat the people of to-day should
nlot live miore uxpensively thian their fathers and mothers did.
Nothing will dwarf the mmiid or wilt the heart more thaxi parsi-
mon11iiusness. It is ceetial to the well-being of a community
thiat the. earninigs of one xnan should be fairly exchanged for the
eariigs of aniother. This is sfimply one way of saying that


