
Great Epocns ln Engllsh Llterature

Besides his Italian mission, lie visited France and
Flanders on various niatters of moment to the state and
proved himself a successful plenipotentiary, and also, what
literary mnen very frequently are not, a thoroughly good
mxan of business.

The time was wlien the roinantic gallantry of the
Axilo-Nornan knighthood liad reaclied its higliest pitch.
It was the era, of chivalry, and Chaucer was deeply imbued
with the spirit of bis age. His great work, or rather col-
lection of works, is the Canterbury Tales, a number of
stories told by pilgrims to the shrine of Thomas A'Becket
at Canterbury. Every rank ln life furnishes its pilgrim.
There is an old kniglit, just returned fromx foreigi' wars,
wlio:-

"Fro the time that lie firste began
Tfo riden out, lie loved chivalrie
Trouthe and honour, fredom and curtesie"

He bad fouglit, under the banner of tlie Cross, against
the heathen ini Africa, in Spain, ini Armenia, ln Turkey,
and.-

"At niortai batailles hsd he hen flfteeu,
And foughiten for out faitlî at Trainissene,
11, listes thries, and sy slain lii, fo."

HiS experience in war lias rendered hiai perfectly
iiÎfferenit to bis personal appearance, for, tliougli -

-Mis hors was gond, be ne was not gaie,
0f fustian he wered a gipon,
All hesmnottred."

He is altogether a good represeiitative of the old
feudal aristocracy. With hlm is lus son, a coxcomb of tlie
day. 0f this youth we are told that he was--

_A ycung squyer,
A lovyer aud a lusty bachelor,
With lokkes crulle,* as they were layde in presse,
0f tweuty year he was of age, I gesse."1

A passage, by the way, wliich effectually disposes of
*iukkes crulle- curled tocks.


