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near the head waters of the principal streams wbich draw the eastern
siopes of the Rocky Mountains. From these reservoirs, soîne of which are
to be the mountain cafSons, water is to be (irawri into canais and led
through the arid plains which are now uscful only for Lrazirîg purpgses.
Mayor Powell esiates that an area exceoding onc liilf th- land now
cnltivated in the UTnited States înav thus be madie fit for agriculture.
There are, it is calculated, 150,000 squarm miles of this land, and its
ultimate value, if successfully cultivat -d, is reeknaed at niearly thrce
bilions0 of dollars. The Clirislian Union, whicli deals with the scheme in
no incredulous voin, points out tlîat an important sociological question
would be raised by its success. To whomn whould tlîi' vast area of lanîd,
rec]aimed at immense national co.st, belonglu Apart, fromi any referenc to
the Henry George theories, it thinks that Il it wvould be ditfilult for any
one to frame an agreemcnt to justify a policy wliîch wouid require fifty
millions of people to mnake the expenditures n cîiytg reclaitn bal
lands, and then give the lands, whien reclaimied, to a few thoîisand privato
land owners. If the United States conveut, at great ex pense, this now
worthless tract inito one worth three billions of dollars, the nation must, it
argues, retain the land which. it wili thus have virtually created, becomirig
the landlord and collccting the rentaIs. Thjis would br trying the George
theory upon a pretty large scalo. The hard Iueaded sceptio may, however,
suggest that it will be time enoughi when valuablei chickens have been
actually hitched, or at least in pracess ot successïtul inicubation, to setle

the question of their disposai. ___

IN vieW Of the rapid transformation that is takuig place in Bible
lands, the Americani School of I3i1,lical Atitiquitieî anti Languages lias
been projected by the authorities of the Syrian Protestant College at

Beirût. The proposai, as described by MNr. Ilbelrt, is to establisiî at
Boirût, as the niost available point iii the East, a complete Oriental library,
and to open a museutu of antiqoities whici will gatcr into its colle-
tions everything that wiIl illustrate the, Eýst, and especially the Bible.
This sohool, when properly endowed and regularly operne 1, maiy be the

centre for the worlc of Amnericani 8cholars in W esterti Asia, a constant
encouragemenit to Oriental studies in Ai'rican nuîivirsituîcs and seminar-

ies, and a helpful. moans to enable students of the East, anti especially tie

Bible, to carry on, more advantageoubly anti more compietely than they
Otherwise could, their investigations on the spot. Jhis plan has, it is said,
met a cordial reception from. every side, and lias especially enlisted the
enthusiasmi of ail the Americans in Syria, as woll as the warmi sympathy
Of Oriental scholars in America. An endowmneît of,$ 100,000 is asked for by

the promoters of the movement. 'lle enterprise is one wlîich. coaînmends itself

'lot onlv te Biblical scholars, but to 8tudents of history and aitiquities gen-
erally. The English Palestino Exploration SociutY is working in the same

field and with the saine object, but has no such comprehiensive schieme on

foot for carryîng out its objects. lucre is cvidently no timie to lose. A

little~ breathingtspe4 l is give)n te explorers by thti delay iii the prosecution

Of railway enterprises, caused by the obstiuacy of the Tctrkisli Govern-

ment, but means of overcoming tlîis opposition wili probably soon be

found, and, in the not distant future, Gazc and J erusalemn and Damascus

Wilrosound with the scream of che enigine whistle. Meanwhile, good'

cIane roads are multiplying fast. he Dainascus road runining from

J3eirût was the pioneer in 1861. Since thon Tripoli has been connected
With Ilums and ilamabli, Jaffa with Jerusalema and Bethlehem, Hraifa

wjith Nazareth and Acre, Beirût wiblî L)cýr-el-Kaniar and B'teddin. Mr.

li]ulbert has Ilseen carniages in every important city in Syria and Pales-

tille, with the exception of Gaza and Nablus. Tripoli boasts of its luorso-

cars, and the traveller goos froin Mersýina to Tarsus and Adanaon by a

regular railway funislhcd a year ago. A cainel withi two telegraph polos

strapped on his back is a true type of the present aspect of affairs in Syria."

TuE recent action of the American Sugar Trust in closing the Bay State

(ýefinery at Boston strikingiy illustrat -s the radical principle urîderlying

the OPeration of the "ltrust " in its relation to the law of supply and

de1nand- The President of the Bay State Comipany ouphemistical]y ex-

plains the actions of the , Sugar Trust " as simply an " ecouioie business

arrangement. There is a faliing, off in the consumption of sugar during

the fali months, consequent on the close of the canning season. IlWe

1educe the proportion of the sugar te the consumption." As the ]Phila-
delPhia R2 ecord points out, tue falliuîgy off iii consumption is not wholly due

to the season. byis in part, the resuit of enforced economy in the use of

11gar caused byteincrease ofthe price of the granuiated article over
'3 e et.sneth is o uy Under the ordinary operation of the

Bfutpply and demand, the falling off in consumption would have been

Checked and counteracted by a reduction in prices, leading to the freer use
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of sugar for ordinary bousehoid purposes, and aunong the poorer classes.
The "Trust" finds that it suits their purposes, in other words, pays better
to keep the puico up to the highest practicable notch and diminish the pro-
duction, to suit the reducod constnîption caused by the higli price. The
resuit to the labourers is the throwing of 300 men out of empioyment ; to
the public labourers iucluded, an increasod outlay for sugar, or a restricted
use of this indispensable article.____

A wnurrrcit i the New York [ndependewt givos some interesting illus-
trations of the rapid changes that are taking place in Synia and Palestine.
Tlie oid is everywh're giving place to the new. Il Western ideas and
inethods are coming iniwith resistless pusb." Customs wbich have doubtless
eling to tiiose historie lands for 2,000 years are one after another
dropping ont of sighît forever. The writer in question, Mr. Henry W.

lbert, thinlis it a moderato statement to say that the iast twenty-flve
years have soeen more transformations in this part of the East than the
nîany centuries wlicb have gene before, and urges that something, should
soon be done to pliotograph, for the benetit of future generations, the Oid
life and ways whîich will sonr exist oniy in memory. As one instance,
Mr. llulbert says tînat twonity-tive years ago ail the older womon of the
Droz- seet wore a long silver or tin humi on the head, covered with a veil,
which aiso enveloped tue face, witiî the exception of one oye. But during
the last two years lie lias visited every section of the Lebanon range
inbabited by Druzas and lias nover seen a Il orned woman." Not only
se, but a long searclu in Syria recently failod to find such a horn for a
gentleman who wislîed it for an Ainerican nîuseum, and the agent had
tinally to have one manufacturodatBeuriût for the purpose. A lady friend
of Mr. I[tulbert's wio iately attended a Druze wedding at Abeîh, on Mount
Lobanon, found the bride (lressed in the iatest Parisian fashions. Another
illivstration of theo change groing on is the rocent erection by a wealthy
Germian of a new miill for gr;nding grain near the Damascus gate of Jeru-
saieni. This miii, imported frcmn Manchester, Engiand, contains the lateat
improved apparatus and is run by g.is generatod from petroleum. There is
every indicatioun thait the old htînd-miils, wbich dlate fromn Bible days, will
soon be entirely supcrseded, as wiil also the time-honoured method of
tiîreshing grain by driving caftie round and round the tbreshing-floor.

TIuE contest for the Governorship of New York State seemia likely to
afford a pretty good opportunity for estimating the strength of the moral
element as distinct from, and in this case opposed to, the partisan element
in the electorate. From a series of interviews had by the Tribune it is
evidont tlîat mnost of the influential clergymen of the various denomina.
tions are warnly opposed, on moral and religious grounds, to the re-elec-
tion of Governor llI, thougb it is highly probable that the sympathies of
the majonity of tbem are with the Republicans on general pelîtîcal grounds.
The result wiil, however, be affected to a couisiderable degree by the extent
te wbich the fniends of temperance and prohibition support the Third Party
candidate. This candidate lias, of course, no possible chance of election,
but every vote cast for him will be a vote which would otherwise have
been given te tho Democuatic candidate, and so, as one of the intervjewed
ununuisters put it, will ho "lhaîf a vote at least for Mr. Hill and the saloons."
It would ho a singular, but by ne means improbable, resuit of Prohibition
wrong headeduicas, should the representative of the saloon influence he
elected througli the diversion of votes brouglit about by the Third Party
candidate. lie defeat of Warner Miller and the triumph of Governor
1Hill, through the failure o! the tomperance mon to support the former,
would be a spectacle that shouid open the eyes of Tîuird Party enthusiaste
ail over the Union. ___

IT is not o! to 1p that the Govcrnment of a great and enlightened Empire
descends te acts which saveur so mucli o! pettinese as the refusai of the
German authorities 'te give Dr. Mackeuzie access te official documents
needed in the proparation o! lis book, while permitting his adversaries te
have free access to sucli documents, and its prosecution of the parties
responsible, or supposed te be responsible, for the publication of the
extracts from the diary o! the late Emperor. If, as there is littie reason
te doubt, these proceedings are taken at the instigation of Prince Bismarck,
they will serve to confirmn the popular impression in the outside world,
that the character of the Man of Iron, notwithstanding its great strength,
lacks some of the essential elements of true nobleness. In any case, such
fear of public discussion marks a distrust of the people which shows how
largo is the element o! despotism, stiil lingening in the German systema of
Government, and increases the world's wonder that a people in the very
van o! progress in literature, art andsoi once, should 80 long submit to such
arbitrary curtailinent of the rights of free speech and self-rule.
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