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THE SITUATION.
h J—
th()ughethzlzctoral campaign in Canada proceeds,
al polit; ay of dissolution is still a mystery.  Of
€ great cal [programmes, made on the authority

?here ma bpartles, nothing is as yet forthcoming, and
In the Ca}s,e ef some doubt whether such programmes
_formulate d of the two great political parties, will be
e indiy; d;ﬁd P}‘O.mulgated. What we hear at present
and others hoplm'ons of leaders, intending candidates,
On the ta,'i‘:fv ose tf)n:gues a political campaign loosens.
able. N: question, a change in note is distinguish-

rader g one stands in the shoes of the old Free
anathematizzreach ‘uncompromising free trade and to
Svent of a pr?tectlon,. a}nd predict its downfall, as the
of Change possible political change or of the absence

: Thf? truth is, though it is not always

IS entitleq bd t:lth the cando;-‘t.o which the electorate
cally PrOtécti'o ! the great political parties are practi-
Politicy) rea(mlSt; even as a theory, free trade is, for
SCarcely me&ions’ no longer preached. This can
¢ questin, - that all the free“ traders are dead; and
do? Anothn' is naturally asked what the survivors will
sible they cer question might be asked: What is it pos-
Politicyy pa:tn do, under the circumstances? When both
s ma ies court the manufacturers, the manufac-

Y see the opportunity of a free trip.

Tst %z:dit:eir Ch(?ice to come or stay, 500 of the
Teturn, the O?h contingent 'to South Afrlca. elect to
ave all of ¢, ers to remain for a longer time. They
they haye em had extensive experience of real war;
of them Osfqultted themselves with credit, and many
Commang ained repeated commendation from the

er-in-Chief, Their deeds cause Canada to be

mQre h .
1 .
C ghly estimated wherever .the facts are known.

anads -
to the Ehas the satisfaction of having done her duty

‘ mpi . .
aken ip t}? ire, by the share she has on this occasion
l"3r’narkable common defence. FHer case illustrates in
A € way what enthusiasm in a national cause

ay ace :
to § Omplish. If anyone had sat down in cold blood

)
gure
out what Canada ought to do, as her share

i

of the national defence, he might have broken his head
against a pyramid of figures, but he would have been
able to count few converts to the view that we ought.
to do what, without any such calculation, has been
done. to the satisfaction virtually of the whole popula-
tion, certainly of the whole English-speaking popula-
tion. When the men, who have some pretension to be
heroes, return, they may rely upon a welcome in which
no note of dissent will be heard.

In the Pennsylvania anthracite coal miners’ strike,

. Canada, which imports largely of that fuel, has an

interest, only secondary to, that of the United States. If
the strike were of long duration, we should suffer not

\ only from abnormal prices, but also from actual scarcity

or even, in the last extreme, a positive coal famine.
We are besides without any means of influencing the
conditions which prevail at the mines, whence we draw
part of our supplies. The interest of everybody, in
any way interested, is that the strike should be cut short
by an amicable arrangement betwen the principals, the
coal owners and the miners. But here we are helpless;
all we can do is to await events, in the hope of a speedy
accommodation.

Mr. Kruger, ex-President of the Transvaal, is
about to make his escape to Europe, where he is likely
to end his days in obscurity. Once on the neutral’
soil of Portugese sovereignty, he was safe from molesta-
tion. No attempt would be made to seize him either
there or on the ocean. With the right of asylum
afforded him in either of these places, England would
have no desire, and in fact, no ight, to interfere. A
newspaper correspondent describes him as “white,
shrivelled, and pitiable, yet 2 striking object.” He can-
not be said to manifest elements of greatness in his
fall. Fate has gone against him, and there can be no
object in denying not only the inevitable but the
accomplished. To say, as he is reported to have done,
that the war is only just beginning, is mere drivel.
His flight, leaving behind him the heroic men by whom
he had been trusted implicitly, is the anti-climax of
heroism.  Going to Europe for his health, only for
some months, is the same kind of utterance, all the
more deplorable because there is not a Boer in South
Africa who cannot see through it. Surely the heroic
men, whom he sent to slaughter, deserve 2 better fate
than desertion, in the hour of their supreme calamity.
The bathos of the position is not relieved by the fact,
if fact it be, that Kruger has put away for future use,
some millions of dollars.

Police Magistrate Denisomn talks of a time when
judges will administer justice without the aid of those
friends of the court, the lawyers. He, however, fails to
signalize any special abuse of their position by pleaders
at the bar. It is the duty of barristers.to.aid the court
in administering justice, and this we may admit, as a
rule, they doj; it is on the occasions, exceptional let us
hope, when they try to defeat justice that good ground
of complaint exists; and if Colonel Denison had con-
fined himself to those cases, as he may have intended,
he would have missed much of the unfavorable criti-
cism which his remarks have occasioned, both in pub-
lic and in private.




