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T0 OWR SUBSCRIBERS.

We have sent out & large number of bills
tc subscribers in arrears, and up to date the
returns have not becn az large as they should
be. As a newspaper, no more than any other
buginess, can be run on an empty treasury,
we earnestly trust that all our patrona re-
ceiving these bills will make it a point to pay
off their indebtedness to Tue TrRUE WiTNESS
without delay. Tuz Trog WiITNESS is an
aroeedingly cheap paper, the subscription
price (when paid in advance) being only one
dollar. The amount due by each one is, ac.
cerdingly, very small; but the aggregate of
these trifling sums reaches a figure far up in
the thousands. And these thousands are nb-
solately required to give each reador o bright,
live, instrnctive and entertaining newspaper
such a8 TrHr TRUE WITNEsH is to-day. We
eay 50, without any boasting, to which our
readers will readily udmit we are not very
largely given. Tung Trus WIiTKEss standa
on its merits, and these entitle it to the first
place in the ranks of Catholic journalism in
Canada. This distinction it has achieved
through the aid of the Montreal DatLy Posr,
the only Irish Catholic daily in Ainerica.
We have succeeded in furnishing to our
people o paper that is creditable to them as
well ag to onrselves : we are engnged in fight-
ing their battles, and it is only right and fair
that we should meet with their gencrous co-
operation. This co-operation can be rendered
doubly effoctive by each subscriber settling
his or her indebtedness aund by each one
securing a new reader and subscriber for the
paper. In that way the usefulness of Tur
Trur WirNess will be iucreased and the
public will be sure to receive greater hencfita
trom its prosperity and progress.

G-

A LIVELY debate is taking place in the
Legislature of Nova Scotin on the resolu-
tions declaring for secession from the Domin-
ion confederation. The morning despatches
tell us that brilliant and able addresses are
being made in favor of the resolutions. The
confederation appears to be getting & bad
shaking up all round.

Russ1a has a pretty fair population to draw
from for military purposes. The returns of
tbe census taken in 1882 give the population
of Russia in Burope as numbering 77,579,521,
of whom 38,651,977 were males and 30,227,-
544 females, making, with the grand duchy
of Finland and other parts of the empire, a
total of over 102,000,000.

WhERE is the gallant Col. Williams, M.P,,
who made such a fues & few weoks ago to get
out to the Soudan to slaughter the Arnbs?
How is it we do not hear of his eagerness to
march against the North-West rebels? Per-
haps he considers Riel and his half-breeds
too small game upor which to waste his
owder and shot; but the gallant colonel

bould not forget that it was the same Riel
2at gave the British army its leading general
4d made Wolseley a hero and a peer.

Vg publish in another column an appesal on
behs¥ of the widows and orphans left
by the disastrous accident in the

ring women and,children is vouched
ctable and reliable authorities,
and ought'to touch the hearts of the charit-
\ble and tie generous in this city and else-
vhere, Tie unfortunate families are in a
Cestitute ondition, and are altogether
wmiprovided for, All donations, therefore,
enall a8 wel as large, will be thankfully
regived by tie treasurer on behalf of the
witows and the orphans,
-~y

A1 the closing meeting of the Mock Parlin-
mentlast oyening the question of Canadian
independencd was dealt with, The resolu-
tinne declarivg in ita favor were only lost by
1= ansall mij¥rity of 4 votes. The advocates
of independendqbad admittedly the best of the
argumenta all tL¥ough, itsopponentsappealing
mainly to gentimtwmt to defeat the motion.
Even thoss who spike againet the resolution

hed to admit that ‘Xndependence was only s

question of time. 'We believe it is a quostion
of the very near:future, {or Canada will never

amount to much until it abundons its colonial

title and meeta other. countries and :govern-

ments as a nation.’ B A
R ] .

Tae KxieHrs or Lisor had been oon-
demned by Archbishop Taschereau of Quebec
and had been placed by His Graco in the
blackcategory of dangeronsand immoral secret
organizations, to which it was formally and
strictly prohibited to belong. In this s grave
injustice appears to have been done to the
Knuights of Labor, for after s closer and fuller
acrutiny of the aims and objects of this
organization, the Archbishop has revoked his
condemnation of the Knights of Labor and
gives them the same countenance as to any
other benevolent aociety. There was nothing
in the constitution or the workings of the
Knights of Labor to warrant the anathemas
of the church, and they have beeu withdrawn
in consequence, -

"

Ix a recent debate in the English House of
Commons on the Redistribution Bill, the
Irish members cntered a strong protest
against the manner in which the constituen-
cies in Ulster are being gerrymandered for
the benefit of the Protestant portion of the
population. Although almost half of the
population in the mnorthern counties are
Catholics, things are so arranged that they
will be able to elect only one out of five or
six members. To the objections of the
Nationalists, the Ministerialists replied that
the *‘loyal minority” in Ireland had to be
protected and to have their representation
doubly secured. Mr, T. D.8Sullivan pointed
out that the loyal minority, as they called
themselves, were only loyal while they were
petted and pampered and favored by Eng-
land, How long would they be loyal it they
received the treatment which was dealt out
to the majority of the Irish people? How
long would they be loyal if they had to sub-
mit to confiscation and religious persecution?
Which was it better for England that there
should be & loyal minority or a loyal majority
in Ireland ? ie could tell the House that
there never would be a loyal majority in
Ireland until the so-called loyal minority
were brought to their senses.

CLEVELAND's administration is trying to
earn a reputation for cleanliness and reform
by passing over the names of tried politicians
nnd party-workers im the appuintments to
office, and by filling them with men who
have not been conspicuouns dabblersin politics.
There is something in all this which is guite
foreign to represcntative government. As
the N. Y. Sun pertinently asks, ** \Vhy should
u man be chosen to receive political honors
who does not himself take interest enough in

politice to attend to primary elections,
and to bear a part in the councils
and efforts of the party he proposes

to belong to? But for the earnest working-
nien of 8 party who are devoted to ita ideas
and are willing 1o labor for their realizatiou,
no party would amount to anything, Itmay
be very well after election to scorn these
earneat men of principle and labor, but when
conventions are to be organized, nominations
mude, and elections carried, it will not do to
scorn them. For our part, we cherish more
respect for a single Bourhbon who works at
the primaries and is always seen at the polls,
than for fifty superfine theorists, who think
themselves superior to the people and look
on politics and parties as only worthy of
contempt.”

AxoTHER State Legislature in the great
American Republic has put on official record
its sympathy with the people of Ireland in
their struggle for liberty. Tho Senate and
Assembly of Konsas, in commemoration of
the birth of the young Irish martyr, Robert
Emmct, adopted the following preamble and
resolutions introduced by Capt. J. B. John-
gon. They read:—

*Whereas, our young and vigorous free-
horn State has ever been the prosperous and
happy home of the formerly oppressed exileg
as well as the freedman, with whose frugality
and industry Kunsae has been made to bloom
and blossom in fragrant contentment ;

¢ And whereas, in all atruggles for liberty,
Ireland and her sons have over been potent
allice and factors, especially in our own,—
herself, as the world’s hiatory records, a
travail subject of crucifying oppression for
over 800 years, making her sons and daughters
exiles in the world ; therefore, be it

“‘Resolved,by the Legislature of the State of
Kansas, that on this the 107th anniversary of
the birth of that brilliant young martyr.
patriot of Ireland, Robert Emmet, who so
heroically gave up his young life in behalf of
human liberty, at the hands of its enemies,
we do cxtend our generous sympathy to the
oppressed and suffering people of Ireland,and
hope that his wish may be seon consum-
mated.”

———

Ix one of its last issues the Toronto Mail
said that the sensational stories published in
the popers concerning an insurrection among
the hali-breeds and Indians in the Saskatch-
ewnb region were & tissue of exaggerations,
There was ** no rebellion” in that district or
anywhere else, How far our contemporary
was wrong in its calculations and assertions
regarding the growing troubles in the North.
West may be gathered from this morning's
deapatches, which give a detailed account of
the first conflict between the rebels and the
government troops, Theattitude of the half-
breeds and Indians under the leadership of
the notorious Riel is one of utter defisnce, and
one which, from all appearance, will not be
put down except by the strong arm of war,
There has already been bloody work, and the
authorities do not appear to be in a position
to sny when or where it will atop. A first
battle has been fought at Duck Lake between
the rebels and the Canadian forces, with disas-
trous consequences to the latter, they having
| had twelve'men killed and eleven wounded,
The losses on-the other side are not reported,

A grave responsibility rests upon the govern

could have heen attended to and settled with-
out any appesl to armis, or if all means had
not been taken to prevent and suppress any
attempt at insurrection from the start.

THERE is & very marked falling off in the
number of Enropean emigrants crossing the
Atlantic this year. Of what does come
Canada is getting but an insignificant share,
The flow to the United States has de-
creased to the extent of about thirty-four per
cent, compared with last year's returns. The
total number of immigrants arriving in New
York and other American ports during
the month of February was 11,019,
as against 15,862 arriving in the same month
of 1884, The total arrivals for the first two
months of this year were 18,830, against
27,877 arriving in the first two months of
I884. The following table ahows the mation.
ality of the immigrants arriving during the

month of February :—

England and Walea.. 1,!_!:3.5 l Norway aud Sweden 221
G M >

Ireland..........o0c0e 7021 Canada.............. 1,6
fcutluml. .. ogg".i Other countries...... 1,281
FCTmany. Syl

Austrin. 1504 Total...........11,019
Ital L. 816

According to these returns it would appear
that the Dominion of Canada is almost on u
level with England, only behind Germany,
and ahesd of »ll uther countries in adding
fresh numbers to the already immense popula-
tion of the Republic.

O~k of the most useful provisions of the
Quebec License Act is that by which the un-
fortunate wife of a drankard can give notice
to saloonkeepers to cease supplying her hus-
band with liquor under heavy penalties and
damages to the family. But, with the aid of
a little conepiracy, liquor dealers manage
to surmount the difficulty and sup-
ply spirits to the drunkard without
bringing themselves within the reach of the
law. Instead of selling to him directly, third
parties, or go-betweens, are employed ; the
liquor is given to them and they in turn pass
it to the husband, thus leaving the wife with-
out any recourse against the saloon or hotel
keeper. This little game is destined to be
spoiled for the future. Mr. Gagnop, member
for Kamouraska, has just introduced a bill
to amend the Licenso Act in such & manner
as to cover and frustrate all such manawuvr-
ing. Mr. Gagnon intends to have the law so
framed as to be able to reach these third par-
ties and punish them us severely a8 theliquor
dealers themselves. We are glad to see that
Mr. Gagnon has been promised the undivided
support of the house for his timely amend-
ment.

Tur Ountario Legislature should fearn a
lesson from the State Legislature of New
York in the matter of the Niagara Falls, und
observe the way which New York is taking
to save the Americun portion of the Falls

from the huods of the vendals. The
Ningara Park Bil  was sent by the
House to a  third reading by an

overwhelming majority, 1t was shown that
the lands surrounding the Falls hud graduaslly
been obtained by private speculators, and the
public had been ecither shut out or subjected
to extortionate fees for admittance. The land
owners had deruanded four million dollars, but
the commission that appraised the land only
awarded a little less than a million and a
half.  Against the awnrde of the commission
ouly four appeals have been made, so that
the cost to the State will be but a trifle.
No compensation for alleged water rights was
ndmitted, as the lawyer showed that these
rights were already owned by the State,
What New York has done for the American
people towards restoring the banks of
the Niagara to their natural state, Ontario
should not be behind hand in following suit.
Cannda cannot afford to have the beauty and
the grandeur of the Falls detracted from in
the least, and it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to cusure their perpetusal enjoyx:nent to
the public.

PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATION IN
THE CABINET.

The system or policy of giving the several
provinces & certain and specified number of
representatives in the Federal Cabinet is not
& good one, and may often lead to unhappy
results, In the first place it would be abaurd
to make the number of Cabinet portfolios
depend upon the number and influence of the
provinces that would compose the Dominion,
The membership of a government must be
limited, and the more limited the better;
but there is no limit to be placed upon the
number of provinces that may spring up
within the confederation in the future. Con-
sequently, the system of provincial repre-
gentation in the federal cabinet is a bad
one, conflicting wns it would with the
proper limitation of the Government, to
say nothing of the inferior representatives it
might force inte the Cabinet. We think it
would be more advisable to follow as close as
possible the principle that the most honest
and capable men, no matter where they come
from or what portion of the Dominion they
represent, should be selected to fill posi-
tions in the CGovernment. We accord-
ingly fully agree with the Gazette wlen
it says that sections] representation shall be
made of secondary consideration., Let the
general interest of the Dominion be served
first by men of tried fidelity and capacity, then
local or other interests may come in for recog-
nition, Our morning contemporary, writing
on this subject, remarks that ‘‘cer-
tain classee will, of ‘course, always
find an exponent of their views in the
Ministry, asforexample, theFrench-Canadians
and the Irish.Canadians, if for no other
reason than that political expediency requires
their being represented ; and certain
large sections of the Dominion will also
continue to have in government men
specially concerned in their welfare, ag, for
example, the Maritime provinces as a whole
and th great North-West, But the hard and
fast rule of so many representatives to Nova

Sootia, so many to New Brunswick, and so

mentlf thegnevnnea ofthe North-Welt :

on, m;-tbe departed d from,’ and afp?ggnal
spirit towards a natiopal view of the federal
government cultivated.” e T

L

VOTING FOR AN ARCHBISHOP.

Tue voting for the successor of the late
Cardinal McCabe as Archbishop of Dublin
shows the almost universal esteem and con
fidence in which the pstriotic Dr. Walsh,
president of the Maynooth college, is held by
the clergy and dignataries of thearchdiooese.
Dr. Walsh bag had the signal honor of having
the highest vote ever cast for a ocandidate
to the Archbishopric of the Irish capital.
The result of the ballot was as tollows :—
Dignissimus——Very Rev. W, Walsh, D.D.,
Prepident St. Patrick’s College, Maynocth
(Vicar Capitular), 46; Dignior—The Most
Rev. Dr. Donnelly, Bishop of Canea, 12;
Dignus—The Very Rev. Dr. Tynan, 3; The
Most Rev. Dr. Woodlock, Bishop of Ardagh,
9, Cardinal Cullen was dignissimus in 1852,
but he received only 23 votes; and the late
Cardinal McCabe was at the head of the
list with 43 votes. But the Presideat of
Maynooth has mow received 46 votes, the
largest number ever cast for an Archbishop
of Dublin, since the present mode of proce-
dure was prescribed for Ireland in 1829,

The constitution under which the clergy
act is peculiar to Ireland. In England it is
only the members of the chapter who vote ;
and in America, Australia and the colonies
generally the privilege is confined to the
bishops of the ecclesiastical province. In
Ireland the scrutiny is much more severe and
testing, for the parish priestsand canons, with
the bishops in the province, areall consulted.
It may be interesting to know the Irish
method of procedure, which is ag follows :—

translation of the Bishop, tbe Chapter elects
its Vicar Capitular, who is to administer the
diocese during the vacancy. YWhen his ap-
intment hns been made known to the Arch-
ishop, or, in his absepce, to the senior
suffragan Bishop, the latter orders the Vicar
to summon the Canons and Parish Priests for
the 20th day, at a place and hour appointed,
to recommend three priests whom they judge
to be the fittest to ill the vacancy.

t [he assembly opens with Mass of the
Holy Ghost to beg His hight and guidance on
so important a choice ; then the list is called,
and when it has been shown that all have
been legitimately summoned, each priest
approaches the urn in order of seniority,
and having taken an oath in the presence of
the Bishop, that he is giving his vote uninflu-
enced by favor or fear, or hope of temporal ad-
vantage, he places hissecret paper intheballot-
box for him whom he honestly helieves to
be the best titted fer the vacant See. When
all have cast their votes, they are taken out
by the presiding Bishop, examined by sworn
scrutineers, and registered by the secretary.
Two copies of the votes are then taken, one
to be sent to the I'ropaganda, and one to he
kept for the meeting of the Provincial Bish-
ops, who meet to deliberate on the chosen
ecclesiastic within ten dave, and to send their

N

judgment to Rome.”

ROBERTSON'S BUDGET
SPEECL,
Hox, Mu. Rouerrsox, the
Treasurer, placed the annual Budget before
1he House yesterday aftermoon. His speech
wag ¢ plain and unvarnished tale. There
were no artful or misleading embellishments
induiged in. He considered it to be his duty
to explain things just as they are, to show
the dark side of the picture as well as the
bright side. The taek might be disagreeable,
Dut he was determined to let the l{ouse and
the country sce the true position of affaira.
There is no disguising the fact thst the

fION. MR,

I'rovincial

financinl  condition of the province
ie not as sonad #nd prosperous as
we wounld all like it to be, and

Mr. Robertson attempts to throw no veil
over that fuct. He, on the contrary, em-
phasizes it, and warns the House that the
closest attention to our finances and the
strictest economy are required if we want to
make ends meet, The sources of revenue for
the province are exceedingly limited, and
mony of these are being altogether dried up
with time, while, on the other hand, the ex-
penditure for the administration of the public
concern increages, and necessarily se, with
the growth of the population and
the development of the country., The
Hon. Treasurer complains, and we be-
lieve his complaint well founded, that
the Provincial Treasury is opened to too many
absolutely local objects, which should be
managed and cared for by the various muni-
cipalities. There should, a8 a matter of prin-
ciple and &8 & general rule, be nc government
asgietance given to purely local concerns.
Then another complaint is that the Govern-
ment has the utmost difficulty in collecting
what is honeatly due to it. Mr, Roberison
says that “‘while hundreds of thousands of
people practically ignore their cobligation to
pay Government claims and hold back from
payment, and furthermore, are clamorous for
money for thousands of different objects
which they consider legitimate and necessary
from the Government, it is hardly possible
for o Government to do as they would and
begin to satisfy the people of the country.”
The sentiment of the country would be
with the Government if they pushed and
forced the collection of these claims. From
the detailed statement of receipts and expen-
ditures for the past fiscal year, there appears
to be a deficit of some $240,000. The treas-
urer was able to state that this figure was
ccnsiderably smaller than the deficits of pre.
vious years, and that with time he hoped to
establish the much desired equilibrium. His
finencial statement shows that the ordinary
receipts for the year amounted to $2,585,-
081.59; and with receipts from oxtra-
ordinary sources, such as trust funds,
railwany receipts and proceeds of loans,
the amount of the total revenue was brought
up to §5,893,593.08. Tucexpenditure, on the
other hand, for the ordinary public service
amounted to $3,125,126.28, which was in-
oreased to $4,669,232.31 by expenditures for
extraordinary purposes, such as parliament
buildings, court house, railway eabsidies and

guarantee, repayment of temporary loans,

“ Within a few days after the death or |

and_towards construction of North Shore
‘Railway. This would -leave s difference of
$1,224,360.77 exceas of gross receipta over
groms expenditure, while the difference be-.
tween ordinary usual receipts-and ordinary.
usnal ‘expenditure would. be about §240,000.
The approximate statement 'of liabilities
and asscts of the province mede up so the

last fiscal year indicates a fair improvement,

although the amount of -the liabilities ia atill

very considerably in excess' of the value
of the amsets, . the liabilities . being
$20,085,348.89 and the asseta $12,290,550.-
58, leaving a balance of nearly nine millions
in favor of the former.

An interesting comparison is made between
the increasing coat of the pablic adminiatra-
tion of affairs in Ontario and of that in Que-
bec during the past fourteen years. Ontario
has the reputation of being well and economi-
cally governed, and is generally looked upon
as a model for other proviuces to follow. The
following table deals with the leading items
of the public service and shows the increase
in Ontario’s expenditure at three different
periods :—

1871, 7. 1884,
Leglslgtion. ...... . $ AT £ 134060 ¢ 141,440
Civill Goveroment. 1 L4614 204,894 170,825
Justlee....ueuininnn 82,62] 275,844 #$31,026
Education.......... 351,306 BEMEY 01,651
Tublic Institutions. 213,040 $48,505 60,2165
Inumigration ....... 20,714 47,764 43,3609
Agricnlture ........ T4,027 139,726 105,368
Miscellsueous ... 34,550 103,717 81,764

F1004,954 32,085,056 $9,107,644
This increase is very marked, but it is only
natural, for as the country is settled snd
population multiplies the cost of the adminis-
tration must necessarily increase. In the case
of Quebec, however, this increase in expendi-
ure has been much lees marked, as can be
seen by the following :
1871, I8BZ. 1884
Legislation............ $ 198,99) ¢ 147,184 s 216,864
128673 ITA2 2028
271,912 830003 335,085

Education — Literary
and sclentitic insti-

tutions........ce00ne 284,018 D3, 387 372,714
Agriculture........... 09,748 RYS e 86,943
Immigration. 19,581 14,600 14,000
Colonlzation. ... 221,052 <8240 §2,218
Tublle Works... 134,008 21263 114,220
Charjitlios—Lunatl .

Asylume............ 178,103 268,200 205,412

$1,420,001 ©1.027,037 $1,775,202
These statements show that Ontario has
increased her expenditure cn certain services
from one to over twe millivn dollars in the
space of 14 years, while th> :increase in Que-
bec has beea about 65 per cent. less, or only
8355,201 in the same time. lhe fact of the
matter is that it is not so much the enormity
of the expenditure that he poople have to
complain of, und that straightens the t-easiry,
&8 the limitednees and pucrusss of the aources
of revenue at the command of the Govern-
ment.

18 IT A CIVIL REBELLION Ok A
RELIGIOUS WAR?

Our pious contemporary, the Montrea]
Haily Witness, i8 ut its pestiferous wark
again. - It is making the most disloyal efforts
to give the rebeliion in the North-West a re-
lizious complexion, and even goes §0 fur as to
give its renders to understand that the half-
breeds and Indians got their mot < ordre from
the Catholic Church in their revolt egainst
the constituted authorities of the Jominion.
What loyal or patriotic purpose the /Jaily
Witness hasto serve by this malignant mis-
representasion of the situation, it is diflicult
to {fathom. The rebellion is grave and serious
cnough, (iod knows, without the Daily IWit-
ness attempting to make of it a religious war.
Our contemporary makes out that the rebel-

lion is got up mainly on  behatf,
in  the interests and for the benefit
of the Chkurch, and appeals to the

ountry to frustrate the design. It i,
Iortunate that the religious dog of the IVit-
new, if not nltogether dead, is at least quite
toothless, Its Darking actitude will lead to
oo gerious cowmplications, but will elicit an
expwession of mingled indignation and con-
tempt from all citizens who do not share in
ite venox and deep-rooted bigotry. Thia is
what its mpotent hatred of the Catholic
Church pronpted that religious doily to write
about the seious and painful shape the
North-West Riellion has assumed ; it BayYA ¢
it Ta 114 .
the Sontror of TAgLS, B9V beyond

profitably to itself tod;

quelled the uprising kgmi;%ei;n fiﬂg

River, and threw its cloak
red-handed leader. This v?vegsfgig
and heartrending slaughter ol g
citizens will leave the country inv-
humor to pay this_ time the enor-
mous ecclesiastical tribute which
forms the principal burden of Rlel's
rights.”

What has the Church got to do with

the rising of the half-breeds and Indians
that the Wiiness should consider itself author-
ized to say that the rebellion is now beyond the
control of the Church? If it is beyond the
control of anyhody we should im-
agine it would be the mounted
police and the Government. What does the
Witness mean by the absu.d contradiction
that the Church took part in the uprising at
the Red River, and that she quelled the said
uprising ? Its fanaticism is even a barrier to
grammatical construction and to o clear ex-
position of its views.

The Witness next describes the important
and invaluable services rendered to the Con-
federation by Archbishop Taché, who was
specially brought from the Vatican Council in
Rome by the Dominion Government to
act as & healing intermediary, *as throw-
ing n cloak over the red-handed lead-
er.” An enormous ecclesinstical tribute,
says the IWitness, forms the principal
burden of Riel'a bill of rights, and the coun-
try will be in no humeor this time to pay it.
Whatever may be the size of the tribute re-
ferred to in the bill of rights, nothing will be
exacted but what is right and just, and we
can agsure our contemporary that it will be
none of its black-hearted diatribes which will
put the country in no humor to fulfil
its abligations W fulty ngree  with
the Gazeite when b says Uhet  * there
will be noe sympathy for Riel in any
quarter in his present course, Protestant and

which is ‘opportune, as it: sounteracts
rocklasaneu' and malicioumess of the Ws'm::?
lt{kmentl, states that Archhishop Taohs
expresses indiguation at being ‘suspected of
glvmg countenance to the insurrection, He
says he got Riel out of one scrape, but now
that he has got into another he must tay,
the odjum of it and suffer 38 he deserves for
his indiscretion. - The morement has no
sympathy from the Roman Catholic Church
To start a civil'rebellion is a traitor’s work.
but. tostir up a religious war is the devip,
pastime, and that is what our pious conten,.
porary isat just now,
T
'HE RIGHTS OF T
HALF-BRHI']JEE%IS{.DIANS AND

It is a mistake to imagine that the rebeilion
in the North-West is of Louis Riel’s makin
and that the mere capture and stringing : :
of the half-breed leader will settls
the  difficulty, and  establish Peace
and contentment in the vast domaing
to the north and west of the confederation
Riel is not the cause of the insurrection ; }.;
is simply the leader of i, chosen and accepted
as such by the hardy pioneer settlers of the
North-Weatern territories. It ia stated on
very excellent authority that early lust son,.
mer Riel, who was then living quietly in
Montana and who had become & citizen of the
United States, was waited upon bya delegation
of half-breeds from the Saskatchewaun country
and made acquainted with their grievances
againat the Canadian Government, After
much persuasion and many promises of pro.
tection, Riel was induced to champion thei,
rights, as he did for the Metis or half-breeds
of Manitoba in 1870, and he returned with
the delegation to their home. He firgt
directed his efforts to eettle the trouble
in a lawful and coustitutional manner,
Meetings were held and resolutions passed
ealling upon the Government to secure the
Indian and half-breed population in their
rights. The first demand for consideration was
preferred by;these p eople ten years ugo, whep
they asked to be placed on the same foating
as regards free homesteads, as the Metia g
Manitoba, Apparently their demunds were
but little heeded, and they began to despair
of ever obtaining justice by peacable means,
Last fall they drew up a sort of ultimatum in
the shape of a bill of rights, which was adopt.
ed at a large and enthusiastic public meeting
at St. Lanrent. The bill coatains seven de
manis, aone of which are extravrdinary ; they
are : first, the subdivision inte provinees «f
the North-West territories ; second, hulf.
breeds to receive the sume grants und othe
advantages ns Munitoba half-breeds ; thirs,
patents to be issued at once to celonists iy
poasession ; fourth, the sale of half a milli
acres of Dominion lands, the procecds to L.
applicd to the cstablishment on the i
breed settlements of schools, hospitals und
such like institutious, and the equipmens o
the poorer half-breeds with sced, grain and
implements; ffth, the reservation of :« bun
dred townships of swamp lund for distrib.
tion among the childven of half-breeds during
the next ove hundred and twenty yeurs:
sixth, the grant of at lenst 81,000 fer the
maintenance of an institution to be conduet:d
by the suns in each half-hreed setilemnt,
and, seventh, better provision for the support
of the Indians.

This bill was presented to the Governmunt
at Ottawa; but it appears no action wus
taken upon it. This indifference to their de-
mands has caused discontent to ripen into
open revolt. That is the reason why we say
that the shooting or hanging of Riel will nat
be a solution of the problem, nor will it
restore peace and contentment to the North
West. It is to be deeply deplored that the
spilling of Dlood, the destruction of proyperty,
and the spending of immense treasures, have
been rendered necessary in the settlement o
& question of justice and right, The losses {
the country will be far-reaching and incal
culable,

——————- - ————
THE MONTREAL COLLEGE
CONVENTION.

The Executive Tommittee of the conves-

tion have sent the following for publica:
tion :--

MoxTREAL, 15th March, 1885.
“_'].)EAR Sm,.—Within the last few yems
cons2l edncational establishments have had
pogns of their former pupils which

have b .
s:ﬁ: el .ttended with the most baeppy re:

Ith
Montr::ln pg:ﬁ:“ to o large number of former

88 rgi M ! be
proper and agreeable,’ IA!E utl?a:h«l)ge?v(]?:)h}]mve

received their education .

that old Alma mater, to retquef: the Bh?do‘-‘l’-af
haunts of their youth and, htrofhe s m;
one duy at least, to enjoy the hg: -!I;?fc Of
thet;:ver kind gentlemen of St, Sul]:g:f:; 3;.(3]
a8 the privileges of the aucient and-.

Deo grztias. g ont ovored

Tsit not right to halt, for a fow moments a.
least, in the rugged road of life, to rest one's
weary limbs by the dust roadway and to cast
a retrospective glance upon one’s early recol-
lections, npon the parg and bright joys which
hovered about us ie onr boyhood and in toe
days of early youth,

Such & meeting s the one contemplated
would naturally re¢all to our minda the early
teachings and coursels of wisdom imparied
to us with such fokering care by our worthy
masters, and woul give to our entire livess
fresh impetus in tle proper direction as well
a8 renewed stcength to carry out the moble
mission which a sound training had prepared
us for,

Qhese are the motives which prompted &
large number of your old College mates to
form a committee and, with the approbation
of the gentlemen of ¢, Sulpice, to call a con-
vention of all former pupils of the Montreal
College to take place "an. the 17th of nest
June. -

This Committee desires to know, witheut
delay, whether it can rely on the pleasure of
your 5)“83!!00 at the Convention and desires
to add alse that it will be happy to ascertain
from you whgther yon are aware of any other
former pupil living in your immediate
vicinity. 0 whom a similar 1nvitation might

Roman Catholic, English and French, are(-
united as they never were before under the .
common name and with the common impulse | -

e addressed,
On bepalf of the invitation Committee.
© A, L. SENTENNE, President. |
PIERBE CHAUVEATU, Secretary.

. THE POPE'S NOMINATIONS.
ROME, March 27.—~The Pope to-day mom-

of Cansdiaus.” A - morning despatod, )

inn d'Bavara‘.l bishopa to sees in Americs.

L~
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