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CiLENDAR FOR McAŸ.

MAt 1- Sr. ParLIt and S-. JAMES. A. & M.
" 5-3rd Sùnday after Easter.

12-4th Sunday after Easter.
19-5th.Sunday after Easter. [Notice of

Rogation Days and Ascension Day.]
" 20-
" 21- Rogation Days. Fast.
" '22-)

23-AsdENSIoN DAY. (Pr. Pas. M. 8, 15,
21. E. 24, 47, ,08. Ath. Creed.
Prop. Pref. tilt 30th inclu.]

" 26-Sunday alter Ascension.

EASTER AND ASCENSION DAY.

(The Church Advocate, Boston.)
These festivals are twine, like Christmas and

Epiphany. Christmas la the day which com-
memorates thefirst birth of our Lord into this
world and thin mortal life, to share with us, aa
one of ourselves, our earthly career from the
cradle te the grave. East:r la the day which
commemorates Ris second birth into the world
which l to come and to the life everlasting, te
prepare for us te share with Him and as Ris
brethren, the bliss and glory of heaven.

Epiphany shows forth the omnipotence lodged
in the Holy Child Jesus, and sheds upon Him
the glory of the skies, in the shining of the star
which guided tho wise men to the place of His
birth. The angelic choir of Christmas and the
celestial light of Epipbany proclaim, as twins,
to the two fold division of rnankind--Jew and
Jentile-the presonce of the Saviour, the Word
made flesh in swaddling clothes lying in a
manger, and God with us. recoiving, as was
his due, oiferings and worship. Humility and
exaltation are blended in the shepherds in thoir
poverty and the wie men with their costly gifts
-in the stable and the manger on one band
and the Star of Bethlobem and the gloria in
oxcelsis on ie other. These two festivals bring
to us the Saviour, one of us, to go with us along
the journey of life, poorer than thepoorest of us,
and yet the King " nighty to save," " filled
with all the fulness of the Godhead bodily "-a
cbild, a youth, a man armed with the mighty
power of God.

Easter and Ascension toO are twins. Easter
replaces Christmas, and gives us the gardon for
the stable, the tomb for the manger, and the
Resurrection for the nativity. Ascension re-
places Epiphany, and gives us the Apostles for
the wise men, the open heaven for the star, and
the uplifted. gates and doors (with the glory
which la within) for the symbols of gold and
frankincense and myrrh. Easter brings into
view the beginning of the endlesa lire. Ascen-
sion reveals the perfect consummation of that
lire at God's right band in heaven. What would
Easter b without Ascension ? A beginning
without a sequenée a commencement and then
a sudden stop. Our Lord risen froa the dead,
and life cut short, disappearing in mist and
darkness. Without the Ascension we would be
in doubt and uncertainty as to our Lord's fate,
and in igorance touching the end and aim of His
birth, and deatb, and resurrection. What a-

count could we give our Lord without the As-
cension ? If asked *hero He is what could we
say ? The Ascension tells us in heaven, at the
right band of- God- If asked with *bat did He
go up Jute beaven? the Ascension informs us
with His tesurrection body intellect and soul.
If asked how cloes He appear in heaven, at the
right band of God? the Ascension points te the
Mount of Transfiguration and says, "Seo your
Lord in His glorified humanity in heaven."
And if asked what dees the marciful Savieur do
for us in beaven1 the Ascension explains the
statement in the Epistle te the Hebrews, that
in beaven " our Lord ever te interede for us."
Now we know what His parpetuai intereession
moans--not only prayer, but the parpetuai
ptsentation te the Father of the one full, par-
feet and sufficient sacrifice made for all man-
kind on Calvary. What would wo do, what
could we do, without the Feat of the Aecen-
sion ? Without it yOu leave Christ upon the
earth. The resurrection l not the end. Our
Lord did not stop in His careerof triumph with
buman nature (wedded in indissoluble union to
Ris divine Personahîty) beside the tomb. He
made our manhood worthy of glory and honor,
and did not stop until He had ascended and
seated Himself as man upon the throne of God.

The Ascension chroniules this tact, and is the
only adeqtuate explanatio n of the joy of Christ-
mas Day. The beginning la explainad by the
end. You look off froin the birth in Bethlehem
te the King of glory passiug through the ever.
lasting doors. Calvary sud the vacant tomb
are not enough to satisfy the claims of Christ.
mas Day. Where la our Lord in bodily pros-
ence now? Not on the cross; not within the
closed doors, or on the lonely mountain, but in
heaveu, et the right hand of the Eternal Father,
where St. Stephen and Saut of Tarduas saw Him.
He went thither on Ascension Day, when Be
left the wondering disciples te go to His Father
and our Father, and to His God and our God.

Arcension Day is the correlative of Christmas
Day. They stand at the beginning and the end
of man's egreer. The one explains the other,
and alone explains the other. All that comes
batween, the life, the death, the burial, the re.
surrection of our blessea Lord, are stops in a
progreass which bas its grand consummation in
the exaltation of man te glory and honor in the
Ascension. That la the stupendous result of
the birth of Jesus of His Virgin Mother on
Christmas Day. The light of the great wbite
throne shines down upon the manger. The
angeis' " gloria in exceldis " fille the depths of
earth's misery and destitution with hope and
joy, and "Merry Christmas " leaps from the
lips of all as they hail the new born Babo, and
sue in Him the real Elijîah, who will ascend loto
Heaven first Himself, te make ready a place for
us, and thon come back again for us, and take
us with Him to our home in our Father's house
with many mansions. How senseless is It te
keap Christmas day, when our Lord was bern,
and Good Friday when He died, and Easter
when He rose from the dead, and not keep As.
CûrnSion when He consummated Ris triumph and
went up into heaven. How inexplicable is it
te go within one stop of the end and thon stop!
To go with our Lord from Bethlehem te the
open tomb, and thon refuse te accompany Himi
te Bethany, where 1[e ascended. We plead for
a botter observance of this glorious Festival.
We heg you te remember that we bave more to
do with the Ascension as a fact, than any other
festival. Christmas and FEpiphany, and Baster
are past and gone, and the original facts which
they commernorate will never again enter into
human experience, but the Ascension will come
back te us aIL Jesus will come again with
power ahd glory from heaven te judge both the
quick and the dead, and overy oye shall sec
Him, yours and mine. We did not sec ir
when He entered in, but we éball sec Hlim come
forth. Let us thon keep the feast: lot u trai n
our hearts te love our Ascended Lord, and onr

eyes to look for Him, and thon whn He comes
we shalt rejoice to behold Him, for we shall b
like Him, and ascend with Him te glory.-
Adapted from Bishop Seynour.

The month of May brings us te the great
feat of AscENsIoN which comes this year upon
the twenty-third day. The four days preced-
ing Ascension Day are callod Rogalion or
prayer days. They were instituted in the
year four hundred and sixty, by Mamertus,
Bishop of Vienne, at a time when his diocese
was in great distress from the effects of the
lait eruption of the volcanoes of Auvergne.
Afterward they were continued as days of
prayer to Almighty God for fruitful seasons
and a prosperous harvest. There was original-
ly a special Litany for these days, and the
present American Prayer Book contains a col-
tect "te be used on Rogation Sunday and the
Rogation days," which will be found in the

Prayers upon Special Occasions."
Ascension Day comes forty days after Easter.

We bave no distinct history of these forty
days afier our Lord's resurrection. St. Luke
tells us that Jesaus was seeu of the Apostles
forty days, speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom of God. We are told by St. Paul
that He was aiso "'seen of above five hundred
brethren at once " of whom the greater part
were stilt alive when the Epistle te the Corin-
thians was written (. Cor. xv. 6). In fact
there is no event of history more clearly proved
than our Lord's resurrection.

It seems from St. Luke's account of the
great ovent that the Apostles were the only
witnesses of the Lord's Ascension, which took
place from some point on the Mount of Olives
not far from Bethany (St. Luke xxiv. 50, 51 ;
Acta i. 9). We are told that after giving tc
Ris faithful followers His last counsels, ai.nd
comforting thom with the promise of the Hoy
Ghost, " lie was taken up, and a cloud received
him out of their sight." Our Lord's resurrec-
tion body was carriod up into Heaven, where
He still remains at the right band of the Father
to intercpde for men, where He will romain till
He shall come again in glory accompanied by
hosta of angels to judge the living and the dead.

For the Lord Jesus bas not gone ferever.
His going was with the promise of Ris coming
again. He had Himself apoken of Ris second
coming more than once. He foretold it te Hie
Apoastle (fatt. xxiv. 30). He declared it to
His enemie boldly et the time of His trial
(Ratt. xxvi. 64). And now while the Twelve
watched with straining eyes the disappearance
of thoir boloved Master, they recoived a new
assurance. " Two men stood by them in white
apparel, which also said, Ye mon of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into beaven? This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
hoaven, shall se coma again in like manner as
ye bave seau him go into heaven " (Acta i. 10,
11).

Yes, the L2rd will come again, not as at the
first in humility and lowliness, butin lis glory
and all the boly angels with Him; not in the
manger, but on the throne of His glory; not te
suffer and die for the world, but te judge the
world ; not unknown and neglected, for every
eye shall see Him. Thore will be no ignoring
of His claims then. It depends upon our choice
now whether that grest day @hall b to us a
day of unutterable woa, or of joy unspeakable
and full of glory. Reader, which -ahall it bto
you ?-Parish Visitor Y. Y.

WE read in the first chapter of Acta that
duriug the ton days which paased between our
Lord's Ascension and the coming of the Holy
Ghost, the Apostles " continued with one ac.


