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a volume of Whittier's pooms as a slight tokon
of their regard and esteem.

A Young People's Association has been formod
in connection with the parish, and has started
out under good auspices.

ST. CATHERINES.
On the 7th of January the Parish of Christ

Cbhurch colebratedi tho 21st anniversary of its
formation, thus attairning majority. li the
morning the Rov. Rural Deai Armitage, lRec-
tor of the Parish, preached a sermon in which
he reviewed the history of the two churches, St.
Thomas, Ontario street, and Christ clurch,
Groat Westorn Ilill, which are now inclunod
within the Parish.

The mandate of tie Bishop of Toronto, set-
ting asido the Parish, beurs dato Dec. 19Jth,
1872. Tho Rov. W. Shortt was appointed Mirst
Rector, and entered upon his ollico January
5th, 1673, retaining tio saine until January,
l75, whon ho rosigned and renoved to Wtalkur-
ton. He was succeeded by the lev. Mr. Brook-
manl, under whoso miniistry the congrogation
largely increased, anid it was Hoon found noces-
sary to hohl two services within tei bounîds of
the Parish. Tho third Rector was the llov. ().
d. looth, appointed in 1880, who resigrned h is
charge in 1886, and Cte prenrit Jtector, Rlural
Dean Armnitage, succeeded himiii. The partieu-
lars given by Mr. Armi tage iii is ser'mon
showid stondy and rapid growth.

Diocese of"Ne §lstinlster.

Tho Churchnnn's Ga:eti: for Janruary an-
nounces the arrivai tt Vancouver on I >c. 15thb
cf the lelw lector of Christ's Church, Cho Rev.
i. N. Tuclor, ALA., formerly of Montreal. île
spent a few days witith tIo liishop as lis guest.
on bis way to his now parish.

St. Barnabas, 'ow Westminrster, has decided
to becoon sel f.su ppo rting, and <ispense with the
assistance litiertio rceived fron te parishir of
loly Trinlity owards the stipend of curabe in

charge.

Owinlg to thre illness of' boti te Bisholp and
the llOv. Il. Gowii, tie usulli oral celobration
on Ciristiniris iy at die Cathedral lud to ho
oi itted, aind thein services Vere soiewhat irreg-
gurlar. Both t1e Bilhop and Mr. tGowenr were
)ositively florbiddenr to proaci n acn a itof ill-

On the 15th and 1;t h lDecoeîr a salo of work
was hold i at t he Sec Ilouise, bbe result of' wiicli
was $60; distributed btween the Diocesian
Flrii, the G. F. S., and the Cathcdr a lirncl
of tihu W. A.

A Chinoso ciliss bas boon estalblisihed for t ie
winter'ovenings in Al Saints', Tronant, the
nenibore of whrich are drawi cltiely fron the
local lauindries.

Venrer'ablo Archdieacoln MeiKay bas left Van-
couver for Donald, where ie wil be stationedî
for tie nrext f'ew imionrtIrs.

PROF. RRIGGS ON .1DIENOMINATION-
ALIS5M.

Denomina t ji»iali.rsim is bie groat. sin aid curse
of the mrode rn Churr ch. .Denoninatinalisn is
responlsible ior the elaborat o systemis of belief
which tre pattraded as ithe banners of orthodoxy
and which by their contentions impair the
teaching fni cti'On of' tie Chbu rch and destroy
the contidene of the peopie in its possession of
the truth of God. Deninationalism is respon-
sible for ail those variations of Churiiich rov.ern-
mont and dimciprlineo, for ail those Iistorical
tyraiinies aind wruigs which havo rndorminod

the faith of the people in the divine authority
of such imperious, solf.complacent andi mutually
exclusive ecclesiastical institutions. Denomina-
tionalism is responsiblo for ail that waste of men
and meaîns, all those urnholy jealousies and frie-
tions, ail Lbat absorption in oxternal, formal
and circumstantial things, which disturb the
moral devolopnent of the individual and the
ethical advancemenît of tire community, and
especially retard the great evangolistic and re-
formatory enterprises at home and abroad.

" Tie denominations have accomplished their
historic task. There is no longer any sufficient
roason for their continued existence. They
should yield thoir lite and their exporience to a
more comprehensivo and more efficient Church
plan, one that wili embrace all that is best in
each, combining the oxecutive Bishop with the
legislative presbytery and the clecting people
in ore compreiensive orgatnization."

THE S. P. C. K.

The report of the S.P.C. K. is a record of a
great variety of uselul work. It says Chat the
work of the Society is as comprehens ive as the
Church itself, and as wido as its own title, and
tli assertion is weoll borne out by the account
of its operations. At home it has assisted in
nany ways to promnote religious education, not
the least of them being by the agency of its
Training Collego for Schoolnistresses rat Tot-
teniham, and by moans of its grants flor the oroc-
Lion of' Surnrday schools. Abroad, church and
school building have been aided in most of tho
colonial and iiissi4on ary dioceses, and schobIr-
ships have been givon for the training of native
clIergy and catechists in dil'eoront parts of the
wiorld. This is one of the most imiortant
branches of the Society's wor'k. If the Church
is to grow abroad, and to maintainl itsOl, it
nuist be made indigenous, and the only way in
whiii tis and carn be attained is by the train-
inrg o native clergy and lay mission agents.
'he Society bas continured its weli-knowr. work
fhr t Ie spiritual weolftire otomi gra nts, nid modi-
cal miiissions--.- very important branch of' for-
eign vngelistie work-lave bcurn more liargely
alided thaln. hitierto.

G rints of the Society's publications for a b.
wildering numri ber Of' objOets ad classes Ive
beenr made, and the RZepor of t' ie Foreigin
Ti'ranrslationi CuommlnittCe of the Society shows
that tie providing of a literaturo for native
rces Won ihr Christianity is proceedîing apaco.
W note, for instance, aonurg malny others, that
wîorks have buein pruidurceti during the yearr in
the tollowinrg little-k<ow n tongures : Seconnaa,
Luiganaa. Giryam, Quagui, Sa galla, Pashti,
arnd Teni. It wold, we lncy, puzzle even
well-infor'ed peuple to indicaite offanlld the
places vhrie tnesestrangely-n:ned tgues are
spoken. TlIe 'rayer Book in tie Hiusa tongno
is now being preparod as an aid to tie tewv et-
foits wihich are about to b made for the evan-
gelisatiorn ot thiat people. We havo thus briefly
toueed upon sone ot the good vorks being
caîrrieid cri by this, the oldest Church Society,
vhrich aîlonie sh1ow ovw it is justifying its glori.

ous title. lis menmbers have good cause to foul
pround ofC their Society, whichr has ever adapted
iselft t bhe clhanging ios ot' te Ciurcli, and
is iiow doing a more varied and more important
work tharn at any previous period of its history.
There is, however, ono thing we very imuch re-
grot to notice, viz., tIre shrin kage in the
aniurits of the subscriptions and benefactions.
Tho'Iete t wo items show a fidling oi' of noarly
£ i,000 compared witlh ILast year. Il may be
thouight that this is not ra very serious inatter,
but as the Suciety's incoio from those two
soureos does not anournt to more thian about
£19,00 a year, it w'ill be seor t hat it is a coni-
paratively large loss. It means, too, that th
Society had that anount less to use for its great

and good work. Church people should beware
of letting new claims draw away their support
from the pioneer Societies of the Church, whieh
in the old time bore the burden and heat of the
day. The work of the Church is not extended
by " transferring subscriptions" from one
Church Society to another, as a good many
people appear to think. By all means help new
works, but do not be economical in your char-
ity, and do so at the expense of a Society like
the S.P.C.K., which deserves weil of Church
people of every school of thought.-Church
Bells.

A SERIOUS WEAKNESS.

It is impossible toe frece from apprehension
as to the immediate future of Christianity in
this country (England.) Ono sign of weakness

just now is the absence of mon from church,
and evon still more from Holy Communion.
The same state of things, it is believed, equally
prcvails in ail Dissenting communities, who
certainly have greater cause to mourn over the
prosont statu of affaîirs than Churchmen. So

that, aithough the presont state of afiairs, as re-

gards the influence of' Christianity upon mon, is
one that is truly distressing and alarming.

Churches in which within a few years ago, at
least, a fair proportion of the congregation woro
mcn present a painfurl contrast now. In somtie
instances the churchr is even crovded because
the congregation of' females ias actually increas-
cd. But the proportion of men is about one in
twelve ! Tho~ proportion of communicants is
still worse. And in many churchs the con-
gregation of mon and women together prosents
a chilling aspect in comparison with wbat it
ourgit to be. This natter maust be faced, or
results will b fearfiul.

Beyond doubt, tie chief cause is in the heart
of ienr who, in anr age of unbelief, rejoice in the
self complaccnt decliration of' the Agnostic.
Thoy siiply say that they know noting. 'The'
god of this worid hlath blinded the eyes ot ien.'
of this tiere is no sort of doubt.

But is the Cliurei answerable in any way
that canu b roenedied ? Is the preaiching unreal ?
Do mn detect that tie pairson hardly believes
what ie says ? Or that he is not himsolf in-
tlienuced by the truths le toncios as le otuglt to
bo? Or is iis proalching lacking in masculine
trurtftulness and rigour ? or is the vorship of
the sanctuary unreaLI ? Is it not slovenuly and
and carolossly adnunistered, and not valuied by
tie mninister, who scens to thinl; his proachi
in" is tire oily thing ? Or, again, is bite ritual
sO senstous, ornato, or unmralei as to burni awaîy
the feelings ofearnîest mon under the persuasion
thalit thiis s not the worship of Mim Wio is
Spirit.

Once more. Are not some of theo etforts for
filling up tire enipty places in cluirches and
moting-houses domg eaormous mischief'? The

people Iave coue to regard Divine worsbip as a
spectacle, wiero .they go to bc placed in the
nost cormfortabie seats and to listen to the
singing of one or more good singers. Ortheyare
attracted by the promise of s'ormuons on strango
saubjects, funny texts, and elen weird notions ?
Will smoking seurnons and tobacco theology be
mucl longer un ried ? Perhaps acting of seini-
scriltore sceenes will'folw When places of
wor'ship are tilled by travesties of religion, it is
a proofthat religion has lost its power.

The state of ail'airs is serious. It vill not be
remedied by any or all of theso' dodges' vhiei,
it seos certain, have caursed, rather thanu
cured, the prosent lack of real iiflience of
Christianity amiîongst the men. Does not the
renedy consist rather in stronig hearty services,
in whichr all the mlen will deligh t to take thieir
part and to feel that they ire not spectators,
ut hearty co-worshippu-s ? Congregational


