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to pay the soldiers and flot k-nowing to xvhat Saint to make

My vows, the idea lias occurred to me of putting into circula-

tion notes made of cards." As thiere xvas no printing press

iii the colony and as few of the inhabîtants did any writing

the stock of paper on lianci was very limiitcd. During the

long winter evenings card playing was thc favorite amuse-

nient of the people consequientiy there was a large stock op

hand ready to supply the writer's deniands. This supply

was used by the Intendant, and common playing cards, cut

in four with the amount xvritten thereon, xvas the first paper

înoney issued on this continent. Fromn this circumstanice it xvas

always known in Canada as monni/ae dec carie or card money.

Followiîig the example of Canada, paper mioney hecamne for

a time, almost the only currency of the North American

Colon~ies. Each card was stamped with a fleiir-de-lis and a

crown in sealing wvax and wa., signed by the Intendant and

the clerk of the Treasury at Quebec. At a specified tirne

they were convertible into bis of exclhange drawn on the

Iinperial Treasury.
When this issue had been withdrawn from circulation

other cards, made payable to bearer, were issued by the home

government redeemable in France.' Thev circulated freely

among the people who found theni convenient in making

remittances. At a later period another issue of Canadian

card money was put into circulation.' They were signed by

the Governor and Intendant and bore the coat of arm.i of the

Intendant, the seal of the Governor together with the date

and value iii writing. The denominations issued were

twenty and forty sols, and four, sixteen and thirty-two livres.

At first the issue xvas flot so popular as the old one payable

in France, as the people believed that the Canadian cards

would flot be as readily received in exchange for Treasury

bis ; but when the time came for making the exchange the

Treasurer gave the preference to the holders of the Caiad-


