
colonies whatevcr cxchiangcs wcrc not made by barter were
nmade iii a1 specc currcncy, consisting miaitil>' of French and
Spanisli coins. Tliese, hein, itichi worn and dcprcciatcd by
constant clipping, wcrc often wvcighied out in primitive style,
and settlcmcnts were mnade, and salaries fixcd, in ounces o
silver-plate. Curious conmlaints wcrc made to the Home
authorities, and rccrin'ainiations wcrc frcqucnt bctwccn tlîc
colonies regarding tlie clipping and defacing of coins. Thc
dollar or picce of ciglit renls, passc<l nt a différent rate in
cadi calony and the colonial legisiatures ail fancicd tlîat
the bcst wiLy of attracting nîoney wvas to raise its no-
intal valuec. Conipeting traders, even in the sanie colon>',

%',c(l with cacli othier in giving the higliest nominal value to
the dollar. 1>nnsylvailia cndeavotircd to drawv moncy from
New V'ork by calling the legal value of a1 dollar 7s. 6d. Newv
York lîad prce'iotsly mîade the sanie attenupt on Massachu-
sus b>' fixiing uipon 6s. 9d, and New jersey got the better of
hoth iii thc current opinion of flint day by allowing 7s. 8d.
for tlîe sanie coin. M'lîse rates v'aricd b>' colonial enact-
muent front tinte to tinic, and Govcrnor Hunter, of New Jer-

Se>', writing to thte board or Trade at London, Ildoubts if it
bc ii thec power of mien or angels to beat out of the hecads

"of the peop)le of this continent a silly notion that tluey gain
b>' the auignentation of the value of pieces of plate," (. .,

dollars.) This notion is liecM to tîte present day in Prince
Edwvard Island wlice it is still supposcd that moncy stays
upon the Island because thîe nominal value of the shilling
sterling is 15. 6d. currency. The Boston people of those
days wvcre not, liowc%,er, so casily beaten, althoughi they kcpt
the value of the dollar bclow tlîc rate in the other colonies.
One of the Governiors of New~ York niakes earnest appeal
to London against thei, Il because liaving tîte main foreign

trade, tiey, bring goods to New York wvhich tthcy will seli
"ouIly for good hecavy noue>', which thcy carry away and clip,
"and tien scnid back tlîis lighit rnoncy to New York for brcad-
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