AlexanderMac-
kenzie, and the
Dominion Ad-
ministration of
which he was
premier,  The
idea was to
have a college
where  young
men might be
educated inmil-
itary and ecivil
branches,  fit-
ting them to
beeome  useful
citizens of the
Dominion  in
their thus ae-
quired profes-
sions of engin-
€ers, SUrveyors,
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architeets, ete, while preparing
them to efficiently officer the
military forces of Canada, when-
ever their country may require
their services, which their speeial
training woull so eminently
qualify them to do. Thus the
Dominion would possess a staft
of technieally trained officers,
without the expense of con-

stantly maintaining a  large
staff’ 1n active service; more-
over, vacancies in the active

militia and civil service were
to be fiiled and supplied from
the graduates of the college.

Kingston was chosen as the
site for the college on account
of 1ts central and also remark-
ably healthy location, and be-
cause the Government had al-
ready some avat able buildings
there.

Colonel Hewitt, C MG, an of-
ficer of the Imperial arny, now
Major-General, and at the head
of the Tmperial Sehool of Mili-
tary Encineering, was the first
appointed C‘ommandant, and in
June, 1876, the first batch of
cadets reported at the college.
This class is familiarly known



