
OUR PRINTED TREASURES
BY VICTOR MORIN

of somge little shahby, raggy, dirty-
louking pamphlet hardly ae large as
my hand?2"

Sueli was, the appreciation of an
intiate friand, to whom I was show-
ing with pride my printed. treasures 1

1arn a worse fool than that, I
replied; for I would ba delighted to
pay aven a larger sum if you could
procure me the "ýMan&ment" isaed
by Monseigneur de I>ontbriand, in
1759, and consisting of a single printed
leaf.

"Your wife lias my sympathy."
'Very kind of you. By the way,

how muelh did you pay for that smali,
shiny, gl"sy ornament pinned on
yiour scarf ?"

''This, sir, is a genuina white dia-
mond; it coet me $200.

-It i. hardly as large as the tip
cf my littie finger's nail! You could
hava boughit a good-eized decanter
stopper for ten cent.."

-What, constitutes the value of dia-
monde, sir, je their eaifiy; if they
were so plentiful ase to ha dumped
about, nobody would care for them."

-That is exactly what constitutes
the value of zny books, with this dif-
ferancea that 1 do not boust of their

poeeson to the axtent of pinning
th-em to my neckties. I love their
old wrinkled faces too mucli to ex-
posa thern in that way, and they
returru that love by telling me the
swaet talas of the paq, as good, old
'Tincle Landreville' used to tell us.

a 'Book of Hours,' written in Latin,
and think: of the enormous langth of
time that the Benedictine monk who
scribbled it muet hava 6pent in paint-
ing these beautiful initial lattera,
whose gold is so wall preserved; taka
a magnifying glase, and cxamine these
sorolis, flowers, and miniatures
painted in different colours, that adoru
the text and the maargins, and pre-
tend, if yon dare, that it Îe flot mar-
velous."

And thus our evening began.
Let us take a apeeimen of early

printing; it is dated MCCCCLXXIIL,
ae you may sea at the end of the
volume, that i. te, say, eighteen years
orily aftcr thc flirt known printed
publication bearing a date. I apolu..
gise for not showing you a eopy of
Gutenb-erg's Bible, the first book
known to have heen printed with
movable types, but as there are ouly
eight copies on vcllumn and twenty-
two on paper axist-ing in the entire
world, and the ast sale of a cpy
yielded $50,000 at the sale of the
lice library in New York laut
April, I hope you wifl ed
excuse me.* If you are wi
acquainted with Mr. J. Pierpont Mor-
gyan ha miglit let you sea hie, but 1
doubt very muai that you can bor-
row it, for it i. a wall-known. fact
that "a bock lent is a book k>st. -

We caîl thasa books inouab4<*,
fromn a Latin word meaning "cradle,"
as they ware printed in the infancy of
tha prinfing art, and this generio terrn
applies bo ahl books pubhished befoe

ript of t]


