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BOOK IV.

AFTER THE STORM.

ON THE uRINK.

Aîîotlier montli lid passed. With the middle
of April the balnîy epring-time was et hand.
The enow lied disappeared frone mountaisi and
plain ; the rivere flowed clear and abundant in
tlieiî chanuele; the trees were taintly burgeon-
ing, and thîe heavens palpitated with an et-
mosphere of genial warinth". The cattle, con-
fine(l for se uuany meinthe in the darknese of
stalle, lay basking in the sunehine, or trooped
te the southeru lopes wliere the younng grass
was spriingiiig. The Nheep skiypd on the hli
sides. The doors and windows e thtletarmi-louees
were tlirown widro open for a vital frelening.
The children jîlayed ou the etoop. White eteane
rosefrom the cracks and fissures ofthtIe heated
granaries. The barn-yard was vocal witlî
awakening soumis. The dove-cots bîîzzed wîth
weoinge; the eaves grew populone witli swalloweî,
aiid the thatched roofs of the perîs anîd stables
were covered witli poultry grubbing for tle
earliest worm.

ut was the resurrection et nature, nowhere
foît with sucli keen exhilarance as in arctic
latitudes. From the far off*inountains, the
cloude of murky vapor that li tted and rolled away,
leavi" the purple summnita towering np te ru-
ceivetle firet kise of the rosy dawu and the lsst
embraoe et the golden sunset, were embleme ef
the winter's gloom replaced by that spring-tide
brightness which arous.d new liepes and a ru-
vived initeret in the seuls et men. The crocnij
of the glen, the anemoiîe of tle prairie, the cress
of the sheltered waters, the hum efthîe fluet
insect, the twitter frone the mossy neet, the
niurmur et foreet etreamq, were ail se many types
et he'man rtjuvenescence anîd animation.

There was besides a moral feature te the spien.
dor et the season. The dreary Lenten tiîne was
over, with its vigile and faste, its self-abasément
and uenitence. The dread Holy Week lied gene,
with uts plaintesud laments, its confession of
sins aud cries for meucy, its darkened windows
sud stippd altars, its queucled tapers and
liueled bele, its fourteen stations of that Via
Cruciq whidli relears e ineffable histary of
île Mau ef Sorrows and îhe Lady of Pain.
The gloieus Eteter merng ivas there. Brighit
vesîments gleamed, a thonsaîîd lights lamed
frein the sanctuary, perfumned incense circled
heavenward bearimig the thaukegiving et open-
iug hearte. Froni hilleide te valley eclieed the
music et belle in very turret aud steeple, aven
the belle et the cjuurches and couvents in thie
old beleaguered towu, that lied se etten sounded
the sIenne et battle duriug the night, taking ou

a ew voice te celebrate t le " great day-w dl
thc Lord hath made." And even as the lieay
atone wae suddenly fluug aside frone the sepul-
clire under tle shadow of Golgotha, giving
freedem te the Master eftihe werld, se the pal'let
winter wae tomn from the face et nature, and from
the heerte et men was removed the burdeu
whicli, during four long menthe; lied made
their torpor semewliat akin te that efthte great
beastâ ef the wild.rnees.

It was Esster Moniday, a calmer day, but
perhape more enjoyable from the palpable
assurance it afforded thet the proinises et ite
pqedecessor were really being fulfiiled. Trhe
weetlier was nagnificent, and thé whole country
resounded witli île voices etfneen and* women
preparing for their work. Zulma Sarpy and
Cary Siiîgletou walked alone on tlie bank efthîe
St. Lawrenîce, directly iu front ef the mausien.
Tliey moved along slowly, frequently tepping
te admire the scenery spread eut before ihene,
or te engage in ernîet conversation. Cary lad
entirely recovered frein lis illuese, apeauing
stouter and stronger than ever betore. e was
clothed in hie uuiform, a proof lthalie lied ru-
éumed active mnilitary duty. Zulma was seene-
inghy in lier usuel health, aud as aIe toed
witli lier grey teit Monteepan liat and azure
plume, and biilliaut cashmere sliawl tiglitly
drawn acrose lier shoulders, lier beauty shone
in its queenliest asp ecte. No fitter companion
*for a soldier could welh be pictured. Cary
evidently felt this, as hie trequeut glencea et
admiration testified, and there were monments
when te the observer lie would have appeared
as înaking the nmeet ardent declarations ef love.

Sucb, however, was net the tact. The young
peoDple linet recbdlietlim-it. Well as

that tact hy any word et bis. Cary could not
doubt ot Zulma'e love for kim, as lier deedes *Xd
writings lad eloqueutly showu,'but aime had'
ncver given himn the oppotunity, er lie faneied,
lie lied neyer lad the« opportunity, of ebtaining
a decisive answer trom lier lips.- On this day,
their ceuvereaiini was carnest and active, but
inconsequeut. htisjeotten ilns uÏ6tuai gae.
et love which is conducted not lu, concentric
circles, but lu eccentric orbits.

Te Cary the situation was becoming preain
and lie told Zulîna as inmm ini woude whic
ded.ply fimpressed lier. He foresaw tlat ti~ end
was approaching, that, with the returu efthîe
open weather, nîiliiary operatione muet take a
decided tur, eue way 0k île other. He was
sagacieus enougli te foreeee iliat there conld
lard ly be other than eue fatal result-tîle retreat
eftihe Aneica s. Arnîold lad beexi super-
eeded. Wooster, an aged officer, who lad cern-
manded duriiîg the wi nter et Montreal, doing
a grew eal etflierm te île Americau cause by lie
inelllcieucy, amîd lis rcligious"iniolerance tewstrds
île Freucli-Camadiane, lied assumed the conîrol.
Fuombine littie or îuthing was expecied wlth
île preseut arîny. Reinforcements, aithongli
etten promieed sud ostentatiously aunouuced te
the garnison througli deserters and prisoues-s,
were altegetmer oui of the question, while it
was known tliat, uow thie St. Lawrence was,
clear et ice, a fleet et British vesels mîight oon
b. expected for the relief et Quebec. In a
fortuiglit ai furthest, Cary foresaw that a criais
muet come. All ihis lie confided ta Zuinie,
knowing well ihat le was- violating ne dnty in
entimnting lier witli tle informatien. The girl
wia astonnded et the intelligence. It broke «Il
lier-dreame. .Her confideluce in the success- et
île Continental arme lad been unlimited. IXot-
withetanding ileir terrible. reverses aIe nevér
eflowed herself for eue moment te doubi thet
île champions et liberty would capture the. hast
strongliold of British tyranny, and restore tle old
i'eigu etf %eh domination iu America. .She
even inied te argue lier conupanion imte a reversai
et bis judgmeni, but failing in this, lier imîs-
tinct brouglt lier face te face withthile urtlier
pareonal result te whidli Cary lad altogetlier
eluded.

Tlie retreet et the Amenicane then tooli a moue
serions aspect. It ineplied hintusi eprion.
It came te this-ihat, aftt., ix mouffl'of ,-îhc
cloeet intercourse. haleowéd and psinifled by a
mares et the Mout cruel vicisstudes, Cary sliould,
b. sent flyiîmg back te wlience le came, while
sIe would b. driven again t. thie solitu14 et
Poinie-aux-Tremhhes. Couhihis e h. I Slould
Cary b. tIns left te i ft? Would sIc b.
able t. endure ihiesnddeu simd enforced love-
linese?

Singleten was outepoken and diffus, lu lis
expressions ef regret. le repeated evor sud ever
agn that lie failure as a soldier wouW, his
pre and disappointed lis hepes, but fbet bis
separation frene Zulma would break bheàert.
Had le foremeen tiu, ho lheuld lave sought
deatli et the lntendaum's Palaceoor et Sault-an,
Matelot. Dealili in îlelieume'of 19. Belmont
wonld lave been a relief anid a benediction.

It was in vain ilet Zulme ettempted te cone-
fort limai. lien leent was net in it, and mli.
conld, ilerefone, uot go beyoud the range 'et
commouplaces. Finaily e deep silence feli upon
boili. Tley doubîless felt that they onglit te
go one step furtler and face a dread corollary.
But iliey did net. Perlaps they durai net.
Wlh not ? Tinie will tell.

ThRe conference euded lu îles. werds:
I muet returu te camp, mademoiselle. Luit

us postpone this subjeci. I have More te say.
but requii(e t. tollect usyseit."

I 1tee have more t. msay, Captain.
Cary almeet started ou hoarng îles. word*,

thie toue et which siruck 44a as singular. Me
lcoked et lier, and tound *9mt lier face was asliy
praie. lier eyes. weu-e gazlug fer eway acroe the
St.Lawrence. Me f&iei.-was h ouly4f&emcyl
-thai aIe was a uitile piqned. >

"lIlShah we walk back toilte ma»gds1lihe.
asked almosi timldly.

IIf yen pleese," wassîle quiet réply.
They advanced lowly acrsa the open field,

sud np île avenue eftriees, sip.aking littie, sud
ihet littie only on sudh objecte -as caught 'ýtheir
eye on tue way. UnconacieualÏ'they-were figlrtlug
ahy ofe esdli err; Wlem tley reacled the green-
sward lu front efthîe mansioni, ihey pamsed and
suddenly Zulina broke oui into a hearty laugli.

11 eaie beîh dhidren, sir " said she. "I

ilieuglit yen a great soldier and I flnd yensa child.
1 thought myselt a stroug«-miiuded wemam amîd h
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pearing like a kuiglit of legendary days, and see
a queen of the fairy land. Both were beautiful
and both were happy once more.

Zulma knocke4l at the door, and the maid who
answered the sumimons handed lier a letter. She
opened it hurriedly, glanced over the page, snd
throwing out lier arns, uttered a moan of terror,
while her eves were fixed wildly on the young

itnwknuinlletWhat I il

xi.

IN TUE VAtX 0P TRE 9i1HÂDOFD&Tri.

Caris vresentirnent had corne true.- After his
departure, Paulipee struggled againat lierfate
for eight orwUIb days, but ha& fluUy to succumb.
On. .e 1Û s h atlo .,i erchamber,
the forcesof uture suddenlygae aay,-sbe feul
heavily to ii flIoor iW a swoon,. adwas carried,
to lier b.d in tbhe arme of lier father. The pliyu-
ician tt.ated lierifiret "-'fer -i ase of mere
phytical debility, reenitant on ber long watches
during the eight weeks of Singleton's illnees,
and the extreme anxiety she, had -experiffleed for
the safety of her friend. But when the malady
reinainied obstinate to hie prescriptions, and other
insidioue symptoms set in,.pointing to a graduai
decay of the vital energie,he divined that the
ili wae a mental one which would baffle his art
unles he could ascertain ite cause fromn the
patient herseif. Her confession of it would be
hiaIt the cure. But hie did not succeed in eîtract-
ing this confession Pauline did not knoir wliat
ailed hier. Beyond a great prostration she did
not knew that she was sick. She. was uncon-
scioue of any cause for lier, presnteondition.
This wae lier languaje, but of course the expe-
rienced old doctor did not believe a word of it.
At the samne time, however, lie wàs aware that
it was quit. uselees to prese hieinterrogatory
further, his knowledge -of wonien being th4

there is no measuring the length, breadth audl
Spth of woman's secretivenesa. He therefore--
consulted M. Belmont. Prom him lie learnèd,
that an observable change for the worse in Pan-
line' s ianner was coincident wjth the youpg
American offlcer'e deperture from lis houa., oand
even dated back from the latter days of hie con-
valesence when hie departure wss understood to
b. only A question of time. But beyond tus M.
Bel- at' psci .ty did flot go. Meaied
that h. iia4 not notic.d any particular ttiScli
ment betwe.u bis daugb ter snd lier patient. ,8h.ý
was nearly>aIways at ie. bedside, but this -wus
no more than could b.e epected from a tenier
hearted nurse towards a poor fellow *lio -bad
fallen amng enemies, and whose life dep.uffd
uponunreiitting care. The young man liad.
throughout acted lik. a perfect gentleman, was
cautions, delicate, reserv, and quit. abieve tsk-
iui advantage of 'lis positinu te tey, wih the.

teigs o IPul*e .Fuliorneore, tlegi
long b... devotel to 114jeS flardinge, ai~~b
Major was devoted tolier. Indeed, their tels-
tionî mgi esid te be of the- tendereet cime-
racter Finally this American officer, unisse li
was machi it ba, id contracted a strongaf.
fectiouefor the Idaugliter of Sieur Sgrpy, an af.
factionwhicli W44reo*te, andhle liad everyremsoit e believe th4, =s le waee ell acquaint-
ed wi*ttat Crn a*

"St. pthere,"mssd-, ico s~ntuneh of@nuifandsrUgsy. iser
hasa chie. Your depgter »»y buen in

love with this vounk-"'b--eýs oueit elp
mucl things, you knoW--aud .tlie koi*dge that
hie heart is turned to another mnay b. ecifly
the thing that lias preyed upon hier mina,buing-

iglier to lier present pes."
"But se and Zulma Sarpy are intimate

friends. "*
49Se machi the worse. Her feelings wonld b.

the more acute and the strnggle againet lierseif
all the keen er on that account."

"But Major Hardinge t»
"Lao la, la' your Major. 8he may have loy-

ed hlm till eh.e aw the other man, snd thon, mna
foi-., From a Major to aCaptain, frone a
loyalist to a rebel le rather a déenet, eh, Pon
oai?1But what will yen bave f, Tb.ethinge
cannot b. controlled. Tlsv lippen everyday.
Do y ou n uw lsat alida1p,.gledinlu ay way
to this Majorf"-

IShe is net."'
«"4How do you know ?

"8h. told me so."
"Under whst circunistances? Excuse this

freedom, my friend, but with the confessions of

of the haud, a emile, a tos of the head inay
chang~e it for ever. Lieten, Belmont. Your
daughter loves the American officer. Slîe grievesfor Hardiinge, she grieves for Zulina Sarpy. The
diagr.osis je complete. She je wasting away iu
a silent, hidden combat between herseif and her
friende. And I fear the worse."

"You do uot mmean that Pauliine je in.danger ?

" It je the duty: 9L, frindal4 .ta be t.
wîtb you. if iheïe-is net a- erté bî~
witli$n ten doys your dugl1 be ded;P,",

"Gracions heaven t',exclsied, .the por
father, hie wail f o rotnsouun « ogl ti
lions. and frightening Panline froin liertane
She soreamed iu ler tumu. M. Belmont leaped
t. his feet anid was about ta rush to lier moain,
when the docter restrained hlm.,

iflDo it presont you'ltin that conditien."
It might kili ler. I will go aitd 4Pacify lier."

He did so. After a few minutes, leien.u
tormied M. Beluiont tb#t lie wus positive of the
cegrectness of ]is ceDjeture, snd advieed an ira-
xiiedI.dê change of scene forth. girl.

ç. change0of às'muet Are youldreamxng,
doctor?, We aeepenned up like sheep lu thie
unfortunate town. I am -under a ban. :1cen -
expect no favors. The whole couniy'is desert-
ed qr.,verrnLn witli eoldiery. And 1I must se.
company lier. ,Nothing on this earth coul&
seperate me froinm mybhlld. I have 1e&d7for
lier. I will die with lier. But oh, doctor, she
willnfot die. Tell me ah. shall not die."

* Then she muet leave Queb.c."
* But, dector !01
"ut muet be done. It in &.'casé of life and

death."
A painful silence ensued. M. Belmontbowed

hie liead in hie hands and inmed. IlWhat
shall I dot Who wiil help mne!? Who will
intercede for me r'

At this.juncture, who shiould inake lis ap-
pearance'but Captain BouclietteI Hie presence
wus a revelation.

-As soon as lie saw iîm, M. Belmont became
cslm, and in a few words unfolded hie difficulty

ýte bine.
««Beet easy, niy friend," said Bonchette lu hie

liearty way. . There enu b. no possible obstacle. I
wiil go and see the Governor et once, and lie will'
-net refuse. It le a matter of mercy. General
Carleton je the meet'seft-hearted of nen."

Within an heur, Boncliette returited -withtue
tIh. neceasary pormits duly i d and sealed.
M. Belmont sud hie dauglter were ailowed te

,btave the town, tue reason of their depertnre
being tnlly stated, and a recommendation was
-added t. the good offices of both friende and
-foes.

*When Pauline was apprised of this mesare,
ah. rallied a littie and smiled lier cohitentmnent,
but s-,on after feli int. lier habituai lassitude.
The doctar, who was tliere te watci the effeet,
,wae net ov.rpleased. Re had expected a inore
marked reat, sud he almost feared that the
relieflied cometooIâti. Hthemfome bed
tuaituhe hiu ~ sbud.for afew
'dsys, nutil lie ha& àpis4 oeMtmu1snteansd
reétoratives to thebI taie îàe.It was dur-
iâg tbis.criticsi inteuvli thai Zuhu'a rec.iv.d a
letter &rm ber brother Engene repe thtu
current.ruiner that Pauline waesetiiJ &yi'
H. added, lhoweverë that aasuprm erwould
b.miade totr»Ût'her outf Q- town.

IN TUE FIZRY FUEFACE.

On the thira *day al ter these occurrences, Pau-
lino lied railied te the extent of b.ing able te ris.
fromt lier b.d and it lu an easy chair. She
signified te lier father and the family physicien
that shte feit sufficieut strength t. undertake tle
jouruey on the foilowing moruing. But she
set a condition. &lie niust see Roe1 Hardinge
et once. Tlie youug officer lied ail along been
meet feithful lu bis attention, caiing mouning
sud eveniug t. visit lier, but within the pre-
ceding ton or twelve days, neither lie uer any
other stranger lied been admitted te lier reene.
When Pauline stated lier request, thc doctar
shook hie head. M. Belmont, -liowever,
promniî interfered with hie permission.

"Ye shail see him, my dear. 1 will send f«r
Mnimmediately."
Hardinge was on duty at the rampet, but

lie obtained a réspite wituout delay, sud liurried
on hiBererand. Wliy did hig eaest throb as lie
liatened along tue streets 1 Wby did his hsud.
tremble asIe liiuased. tue kno<,k.r ut tue weII,
knewn door. Rd*mauslot


