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nd me, and sce what the chances are.”
the twq Young men moved leisurely away.

rd Ff‘l'dcrick, from his earliest childhood, had
. c:“"\ koe_nl_v sensible to ridicule, and the
'.w“:"ﬂ‘sauon he hud unintentionally listened
Tighy 5 ened the'thought that his present conduct
hiy mi:‘;“"y excite it. The thought occurred to.
" o “sthat society had claims upon him, which
he, . s duty 1o discharge, and he determined
ihgl e‘o" %0 pursue » different course. He accord-
the mefgf’d from his lurking place, and crussing
Rengeq Joined the gay graup, so recently aug.

Y lady Hurriet and Ernest Lawton.
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¢ “
¢ kn evening, my lord Frederick! eried a
by OWn voice, and in the next moment his
Was firmly clasped in that of lord Percival,
cced: not seen since they parted in Kent
UNg summer, his lordship having but
© Bregy; s PPF\'iuusly arrived in London.  Mutual
‘ ‘Vere exchanged, when his lordship
3 fair young girl who leaned upon his
i iy Uited her g his sister, to lord Frederick
T+
. ‘hi;:f:::: ' 0¥ lord, you must, you will join
Wn.s f“id' Lawton to lord Frederick, as a
°TMing; the young nobleman under-
-y g e ip"“"ﬂg look of his friend, and pre--
¢ Ser f‘”“lrd ’"‘d. to lady Maria Percival, be led
| N‘i‘lence in to juin, far the first time since his
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of thei:mr‘ l-luque?lly than words, the feel-
. tm!:‘l'tS. while an expression of plea-
erenty t]he lips of the earl.
,nmg ord Frederick lingered near his
- ice, attracted by a sofiness of map-
of b, lo:“ “uning smile, which reminded
iltive R }05& Florence; and lady Harriet,
: di‘ugh the l:;::m:.-;.his constancy to her friend,
E o l;!lh& dee "eJviced whon she sgw him so far
hat !h: “‘l‘cy "8 10 join the dance, began
; .w‘m‘l’;ely sister of her old encry,
is | ¢ €xert over him g too power-
v l:rdslup, though accustomed to
vy of luuch scenes, was on this
'ﬁ'ﬂy 5 hig s 85t to linger in the magnifi.
! %‘ r""eied PIrits werg exhilarated, and he

i.‘lone ;“c’le was happy. But the soli-
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2mber dispelled the illusion;
. “age i
\: hm’“if:f, the beautiful Florence arote
Yoy, o0 de,
e g oy

S

ar chide bis devotionl;o anothen,
ido] of my heart! he cried, as
dckwarg und forward through
oW have 1 wronged thee, by
I, trai:. t f’f"cy o wander from thee!
w-like, wag listening to the

' u‘“tnx 2don, ¢he giddy dance. The gay -
Law,g PRUsed o i o the
§ N "og and le took his place awong them;
inhch Uy Harret exchanged & glance
L
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voice of another; you perhaps, in drear and cheer-
less salitude, were thinking only of me, and fondly
anticipating the time when we shall be forever
united in the holiest of ties, Oh! my Florence,
shall I shrink from bearing for thy dear suke, the
ridicule of the heartless ? Shall 1, 10 escape
their sncers, assume a gaiety from which my
soul revolts, and which T feul is unjust to thee ?
Shall T seek to hide my love from those whose
hearts cannot feel the pure flame which burns in
mine? No! before the whole assembled world
would T avow, that thou art the bright star,
whose rays shall illumine my pathway through
the world, and point me to a fuirer realm, where
sorrow shall never mar our joy.”

Lord Frederiak threw himself into & chair,
and was lost in reverie, nor did he srouse himself
until the first grey tints of morn began to brighten
the eastern sky, when with a heavy heart, and
mind ngitated by various emotions, he retired to
rest, but sleep was a stranger to his pillow, and
the morning fully dawned ere he sunk into & dis-
turbed slumber. .

CHAPTER XX.

TiuE, that unwearied traveller, who stays not in
bis restless flight, flew by on rapid wing, and the
season was approaching, when the gaieties of
London must be exchanged for the quiet country
residence, or the place of fashionable resort; al.
ready was the ice bound sway of winter yielding
to the genial touch of spring, and balmy zephyrs
had succeeded to the bleak chilling blast.

Lord Frederick still continued to Jjoin the
fushionable throng: sometimes as formerly be
sat absorbed in thought, at others the bright
smile and soft sweet voice of lady Maria would
bring him to her side,

The earl, thongh disappointed in his hopes of &
union between his son and lady Emily, (s union
which be was now convinced could never take,
place, as the partics were so wholly indifferent -
to each other,) now turned bis thoughts to lagy
Maria with a better ground of hope.  Several
months hud now passed since lord Frederick had
met the lowly orphan, and time, the parents’
fondly hofed, had partiall y obliterated her image,
Lady Maria had been presented to him, not as g

candidate for his affection, but as the sister of a
highly valued friend, thus he had sought rather
than avoided her, and in her bewitching pre-
sence, had secmed yielding to the influence of

her charms, -

* Could one doubt respecting the constancy of
Florence be conveyed to his mind,” thought the
earl, “the end is gained, my boy is saved from




