
ITebstei-'s Retaiiig Fc«.

to appoint W'er.-. Bro.-. Robert Raxnsay, of Orilhia Lodg«e, No. 192,G;4 R. o.,
t'ho representative of the Gr-and Lodge of Nebraska, near the Grand Lodge
of Canada. We may add that Freemnsonry in that Sb"t is in a highly
llourishing condition.

TuL,;s.-The Grand Secretary, Rt.-. Wor.-. Bro.-. T. B3. Harris, 330',
bsour thanks for several copies of the proceedinga of the Special Coi-

inunication of Grand ILodge, lield ut Montreal, December let.

WEBSTER'S RETAINING FEE.

The fûllowing anecdote of Daniel WVebster, related to mie flot long tsiice,
1 have neyer seen in print:.

One day a gentleman froin New Bedford waited xipon Mr. WVebster iu- his
office in Boston-the littie old office in Court street-wisbing te engage hlm for
the defonce in an important case at, law. The visiter -mas himself the defendant,
and the axnount at stake in the suit was froin sixty to seventy thousand d,)Uars.
Ile presented ail the important points, and 31r. Webster was willin', to under-
take the task. But the client couid not tell exactly when the caue wou d corne on.

etVery xvell, " said Webster, if yen wish te retain mie for the defence in this
suit, 1 will hold myself in readiness, and will not engaige for the plaintiff.

The gentleman asked what the retaining fee would bc."
etA thousand dollars. "
etA thousand dollars 1"'
etSec -what 1 engage tu do, sir. 1 net only hold myself at yonr command,

per'haps for a month or more, but 1 debar myseif from, accepting any offer, no0
matter how large, from the plaintiff."

The applicant lllled out a chcck for one thousand dollars, ana gava it te ý1he
great exponnder.

ccAnd now, sir," said Daniel, after he had put thie check in his pooket, 'l 1
will give you a bit of advice gratis. If you eau compromise this business, upon
fair ternis, ivith the plaintiff, yeu liad better do so."

The client adknovledged lis thanks, and then took bis, lave. Daniel sent
the check te ban<, wheire àt was duly honored.

On the next day the gentleman from New Bedford called on Mvf. Webster
-again. The plaintiff was in Boston-had corne on the previeus day on purpose
te comnp remise, and a compromise baad been made.

"In short," said the client, "'we bave madle a fair aî±d sati8factory settle-
ment."

31r. WVebster -mas very glad; and having so expressed <hinself, aud duly
«congratulated lis -visitor, le would have turned te otiier business; but the
visitor seerned te have something furtler on lus mind-soxnething thiat madle
hin restive and ulneasy.

"0 f course.," he ventured, after a pax-se, etI shall net require your services,
3fr. Webster."

etCertainly net, sir.'
'And-ad-hew about tle thousand dollars I paid you? Il faintly queried

the gentleman, who couldn't see the propriety of paying such a svm, for servîccs
which were never te be rendered.

lO.e h,0 responded Daniel with a bland smie ,"youado,'etseom toundez-,
stand. It is very simple. Ta a eann teclel aarenr
by virtue of the contract, 1, aise, become a 'caiîe. hzt shcmld I retain if
not my feV"

.And tle gentleman froni New «Bedford wvent away thorougbly instructod in
the legal signification of "a rdotinter.'>-S. C., JpL, ii the N. Y. Lcdger.


