
TuE GOOD NEWS.

WONDERS 0F TUIE SEA.

WVater in as indispensable to ail life, whether
ý'egetable or animal, as in the air itaeILf Frorn
the cedar on the mountains, to '-the lichen that
tîligs to the waii; from the mastdon that pas.
tuires oit the forests, to the animaienîse that dloat
itu the snnbeam; from the Leviathan that heaves

tesea inte» billows, to the microscopie creatures
that gwarm a million in a mingle foani-drop; ail
Rlike depeud for their existence on the single
tlemefnt, aud mugt perish if it be withdrawn.
Iduttiis elenient ot water is supplied entirely byt
he sen. A Il the waters that are ia the rivers.the lakes, the fotntains, the vapors, the dew, the
ln, the snow cýorne alike out of the oceasu. I in

it comnnion inmpression that il is the flow of the
l'ivers tiuat tlis the ses. It le a mistake. It 18
the iiow ni the sea thiat is the rivers. The
Rtrearus, do not make the ocean, but the ocean
iake8 the stiesoîs. We say that the rivers risc
lu1 tiie inouîitsînsi, aud mun ho the sea; but the
trUer stateinentis, thut the rivera ise lu the ses,
Rlud mxi ho the inuntains, and that their passage
thence is oîîiy their homeward journey to the
Place froin which they sharted. Ail th. water lu
tbe rîvers lias once býeu ln the clouds; snd the
Mlouds are but the condensation of the invisible
'gaPour th'it floats lu the air; aud ail tbis vapeur
114% been lifted inuto the air by the lîcat of tuie sunliljg upon the oceaîî. Mo-,t persous have no

i4resudon of tic amourt of water which the
Uceesn is continually pouriug luho th1e sky, snd
Which the sky itseif 'is seuding down lu showers
tu rOefresh the ca rth. If hhey weme told that tliere
18l a river above the ciouds, equal la aize ho tiie
kislasippi or the Amazon; that this river is4

rawii up out of tlîe sea, more thau a mile high;
tbat it is always fuill of water, and thatit 1 is more
thari tNwcnty.five thousasd miles lu length, reach-
iug9 elear rounid tue globe, they would caul it a
'41y extravagant assertion. And yet, not ouiy la
11118 assertion" etlstiutially true, but very niuch
41l' thî this 18 trîje. If ail the waters lu tii.

e*were brought into one channel, they would
'u4ke a streaîîî more Ilium fifty times as large as
t
he Mississippi or lie Auuazou. Hqw mauy ivers8,l there lu the 8ky? Just as mauy as there are01 eamtîh. If tliey were not first lu tb. sky, iîow

e0tIld tlîey be on tue carîhi' If it is the sky that
keLps thieun fulil, thiiei the sky must always have

lhO to kecp theun fuil; that is, it must always) oiîriig down iDt them mat as hhey them-
llf- arc louriuig down line the Ses It laco <-)pt that the wuîter which falis froun tii.luu0 Sever year woiîld cover the wlîole at

lihe dejblu ofifve fcet; that is, if the earth were
pVlliaizi, it woiilî spread over it ami :oceani

<4 Wateî fiv'e fect deuju, reachiîug round the wiîolc4'tobe 'fli skv -ufore, lias not only a rive
4Witer blit Mwuoie ocuisus oif it. And it bias ail

,,eout of the sea. The sea, therefore, 18 the
Z ittx1au, -tilefonmntin which la continuaiiy

auue asil the rivers of the worid are peuringILt. la this which keeps the oceaii at the
6level from yeau to yeur. If it were flot

4Udhîg off ii the air precisely as mnneh as it
eives fromn the rivers, it would lie contiuuaily

t ad fteearth.

<lo)(t nd tue rivers; if ont of it coune ail
kq taiuis aud dews of lîcaven; then iustead of il119 a waste sud an incumbrance , i q vagi

4Ltii otf fruitfuluesra, aud 1he nurse aud moth<îr,

of ail the living. Ont of its mighty breastu corne
the resources that feed and support ail the pop.
niation of the world. Ail cities, nations, and
continents of men; ail cattie, and creeping thinga,
and fiying fowl; ail the iuseet race that people
the air with their million tribes i unumerable; ail
grasses and grains thatyieid fruit for man and
for beast; ail flowers that brigliten the earth
with beauty; ail trees of the field aud fnrest that
shade the plains with their lowiy droopiug, or
that lift their banuers of giory aga.ii the sky,
as theymarch over a thousand bill; ail these
wait upon the sea, that tiîcy iiuay receive their
meat in due season. Tliat which it gives theru,
tbey gather. .It opens its lîand, and tbey are
fihled withl food. If it ides its face they are
troubled, their breath is takeon away, they dlie,-
and return to their dst.

Omnîpresent, and cverywherc alike, is this
need and blcssinc of the sca. It is frît as truiy
in the centre of the continent, -whcre, it may be,
the rude inhabitant neyer heard of the ocean,
as itilaonthe wave-bcatcu shore. lie is surrouud-
ed every moment by the presence andl bounty of
the sen. It is the sea tliat looks ont tipou him
froin every violet ini bis garlen bcd; froin cvery
spire of grass that drops uipon his passing feet the
beaded dew of the itioring.; fronm thie rustiing
rank-s of the growingl corn; froin the bending
grain that fuls the arns of the reaper; from the
juicy globes of gold sud crimson that buru
smongst the green orchard foiiage;: frnm his
burstiîîg presses, and bis barns that are filled
with pienty; froin the broad forchead of biis cattle,
andl the roS'y faces of bis chiidreri; from the cool
dropping well at lus rioor; frein the brook that
mnurinurs by its side;anîd fromi the clini sud spread-
iug inaple that wave their protecting branches;
beueath the sun, sud swinig their iireezy sliadows
over bis habitation. It is the ges that feeda him.
It is tbe ses that clothes hini. It is tie sea, that
cools liiiii with the stinuler clou q, and that warrns
Iiii witlî the blaziîîg fires of w;îiý ýr. le cats tii.
sea, lie drinks the sea, hoc wears >-ica, lie plouglîs
sows, aînd reaps the sea, lie bîY iy. n scîls the ses,
anîd niakes wealtli 'or hiiaself aiol cîtilldri ont
ofits rolling w aters, thougb 1 li i- s a tlion4and
leagîtes away froni tie hhloru, anil has never
iooked on its crested beaîîty, or- listeuedl to itg
eteruai antiieni.

Tlius, the sea is not a waste nnl an incum-
hrsîîce. Tioigh itbeasno haýrvest.on its bosoru,
it yet sustains ail the lîarvests oi the worid.
Tlîoigh a desert itheif, it îîîakcs ail the other
wilderîîesses ot'thie csrtiî to l-ul aud bltýssoM as
the rose. Thoul its owu waters aie sutt andt
wormwood, so that it caunot bue tasted ,ît unîkes
ail tUecelouds of lîeaveîî to druop witli Sweetrîess,
opens springs iii tue vaileys, and rivers aniong
th1e biul, aluul fouîîtains ini ail dry IiL ces, sud
gives drink to ail tue iniîibtauts of thiu eartli.-
Chiristiau's Penny Maîgazéne.

In the Indian department of the great Ex-
hibition is a red prayin; vfheel froin 'lhibet.
The prayer is writteiî on a îiece of 1 îa;er anîd
fixed to the wheel, which revolves ou a spindle
beld iu the baud. TIhe idea of the worslîipper
is that every time thse wheel turlus the prayer
is made. Frequeîitly the wheel is fitted to be
turued by a snîcîl streamn. Iu the mountains
of Thibet travellers see considerable numbers
of tlese prayiug, machines thut; driveU by w;nter
power.
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