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; r¢h 30 N
OSEPH kNTERTAINS HIS BRETH-
REN.—Ge~. xum. 1-34,

E; Jacop urges his sons to go again inte
“ 0 buy corn.
h “Y had eaten up the corn which they
lay, '_'("“Li'ht out of Kuypt.” v. 2. Weshould
for h,l 00t for the meat which perisheth, but
life,” 3 Meat which endureth unto everlusting j
ingg tllo. Vi, 27, Let us seek ubove all'
ot Y obtain the bread of life; “he ‘hut
thy o Jesus shall never hunger ; and he
vi. 33 Clieveth o Lim shull never thirst,” John |
garenit 2cob s a pradent and atfectionate
Ougg], Tok .:1!1 proper means to provide hig
Sg)y "0 dwith theiy daily bread : much more |
Our ‘Va?, tﬂ‘"‘“’ heavenly Father provide foy all,

,"33{{;&1(41: reasons with his father on the ]
. He r]}/ )Of Sending Benjwmin with them.
I ite 85 80 ina most respectful manoer, It
b thog Meht that iuferiors should give advice !
Wt are st over them, if they do so

f‘%p.'

"uuldr})::)})(*r spirit.  Judalh argues that it
for o, eless (or them, to journey into leypt |

lon] 0“# alter the golemn protestation of” the
ex‘“‘pt 1@ land.—« Yo chall not sce my face
be W‘)X‘:‘pour brother he with you.” It would
| gage‘mf than uselesy, for having failed in their
Qq." or ent, Chap. xlii. v. 19. 20., they could
“"'n(tol n‘)thing but that they together with
%"iat ‘“'Ollld be put to death as spies. To
be Part ““ﬁgluch as possible Jacob’s reluctance
1?00"19 “‘ 1 Bf‘njznnin, Judah undertakes to
J} D@nitalnlrpty for'him.  He was now sincere-
r()“s?ph’ an 1UY s unnataral conduct towards |
it by tl( Would endeavour ta make amends
'ti()ryl '€ only means now in his power, by
Mg o ttention to Ly brother Benjamin,
£ons make epreat professions of con-:
e“dswor failures Ty duty towards those |
““ I‘nmoo,' N the peovidence of God, have!
o Very d(‘)eg r"Om‘thvm. but these professions :
em“ tal, i€ it is seen that they who |
he friar 0 DOt re-double their attentions |
III endg still Toft ¢} I

""dul; Jacop ieni. .
. Yields to the persuasions of

far

&fi“ge Olf:om _h?traying a weak mind, to'
o6 Macto, . OPinions wlien we see good and |
'hdk Our hi"‘asom to do so. this cowse is i
%ua"‘%nt bfhe“ wisdom. Infallibility of |
Ypgtd0t o qt19088 to God alone. Whilst a |
’05 doy "ightt feuce to the views which we
;:;-’h rels our duty, an obstinate refusal
ble, Jo50n s sinful as well-as con-
N%':th Bon, 00 88w that if he refused to
ta m{,{:’mn; they would all perish,
ulous interposition of provi-

i oversight,” v. 12,

prejudices of the K
brethren sat at table before him in the ordep

of their ages, This may have been their

163

dence, which he had no right o expect, bué
by sending Benjamin with his brethren they.
might obtaiu food, and the lives of all be pre-.
served. Jucob sends with then a conciliatory
present, in this he mauifested his characteristic
prudence. 'We see his justice in that, he re-
stored the mouey which was returned in their
sacks ; “peradventure,” said he, “it was an
Many are glad to conceal -
the mistakes of others, when they can do so
with advantage to themselves, not so with the
patriarch, whether the money had been re-
turned by mistake or on purpose in cither case
he felt himself equally bound to make restitu-
tion.  His generosity is shown from his divect-
ing them to take double money in their hands,
v. 12, In addition to all his precantions he
commended them all to the merey of God in
prayer, v. 14 Ina sitaation equally distross-
g, he had hefore experienced the efficacy of
prayer ;  Chap. xxxii. 28,

LV. The sons of Jucob cbey his directions.

On the sight of Beujamin, Joseph dirvected
the rulev of his house to prepare a dinuer for
the men. This kindness of Joseph again ex-
cited the apprehensions of Dis hretheen,  As
the best means of evineing their honesty and
integrity they told all their story, how’ they
had found the price they had previously paid

or the corn in their sacis, and knew not how

it il come there.  They explained their cie-
cumsztances to the steward, as they could con-,
verse more familiarly with him than with one
in the exalted position of Joseph. The an-
swer of the ~teward is observable ; he ealms
their minds by answering them that he had

“taeir money, and consoles them by the thought

that God, the God of their father, had given
them the treasure in their sacks. This mat
then, though in a heathen country, possessed
the knowledge of the true God.  Wo thus
learn that Jozeph ha been exreful to instruet
all the members of his family in the doctrines
of true relivion,

V. Joseph's entertainment of his brethren,

“And when Joseph came home,” &e. v. 26,
Compare this with the dreams related, ch,
Xxxvii, he piously praved for Benjumin, Godd
b gracious unto these my son.  High though,
his position now was, Joseph knew that his
favour would he of no impert.nce to his
brother without the blessing of God. Love
for hig hrother, thoughts of all he had suffer
ed since he had last seen him, compassion {or
hig brethren, all these feelings caused such a
commotion in his breast that he hastily entered
his chamber and wept there. Having wash-,
ed his fuce, he went out, and restraining his
feelings, said ‘set on bread,v. 31. At the
entertainment he kindly tolerated the national
ptians, v. 32. His



