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ing ceveloped, or did the old one again enilarge
and rupture ? i)id trcatmient proiong life an> ?

NEUROLOGY.
Moral lnsanity.

We have before us two niost interesting papers
bearing on this subject, one bcing thc translation
b' lDr. joseph Workmian, of thc report of the mecet-
ing of the Italian Phreniîatric Sociey of Sept. 188S6,
and the other by Peter Bryce, Mu. D.,Superiitenident
of the Alabama State Asyluiw. \Vithout attempting
ain abstract in full of these papers, we purpose to
select sonie paris of themi ol both scientific andi
social intcrest ;since %we take it that on no subject
is there greater opl)ortunities for serious thotight or
greater need for increased knowleclge on the part
of the practising physician. P>sychiogo-y, or the
science of niind, says D)r. l3ryce, is so intiniateiy
associated with. ail quest;ons of moral resl)onsibility,
that any attemipt to discuss themi independently
niust îrove atbortive. The old idea that mmLid
is a mysterious entity, indepenclent in its or-*gin and
characteristics of the b)ody or-ganism, lias been iii
courntless ways utterly, ciiscredited. \Ve are coin-
pellcd iii every satisfactory study of it to regard
minci as a phienomienon (function) of the ner-
vous orgfanism. tgAs mankind think of their tifé or
hecalth, so they shouici learn to think of their mind
as a l)otelncy, conclitioned upon thie generai iv'el1-

culty in ,if'iriii that there are as mnan>' %va-rieties recurrent nervous is; 3 d 'ehrteofne
of minci as there are varieties of organisnm and that comimitted b>' hlm hlad any relation witlî their cause,
there lias been in the past, ieknn ' gs n and fnally whether lie lias become incorrigible.
ii the present. by generations, a genesis of niind, The question arises what must be done îvith

just as there hias been, and is now, a genesis of persons moraily insane. Remienbering hiow inti-
organIlismis." Correct %.'iewvs of the nature of mind mately associated acts are with feelings, and how~
can be iii my opinion, incLlcated in no %vay more these latter are dependent upon physical conditions,
forcibl3 than b>' reference to the princil)les of here- it is therefore as Dr. Bryce says, " most important

iTh.'le art of breeding in this century lias en- that the greatest care shouid be paid to diet. ai-d
gaged talents of a high order, and pecuniary rneans other sanitary l)recautiolis that are wîell known to
almost unliniited. And the ciosely, observed faicts qualifythe involuntary impulses of the organtiizationi."
of this most interesting art, prove that not general But Brazon goes further and thinks that instead of
clîaracteristics only, but ver>' minute details of or- irritating such, with undeserved rigor ini commnon
ganization are transniitted to offispring. We have prisons, where they may becomie ivorse b>' contact
in these facts somie v'ery pregnant trutlis with refer- with real delinquents, they shQuld be declared
ence to moral responsibility. Sa>'s D)r. Brazon in riorally insane and irresponsibie, and be detained

teIiliani Soc.iety " Moral insanity is usuaily in asylumns until they give signs of amiendmnent, for
native, or congenital." He places it amiongst the it is unjust that gooc society shouid have to, live in
phrenasthenias as if it îverc a bridge of passage constant fear on account of thieir periodic mientalq
fromi the congenital insanit>' to the acquired, and it eclipses.
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is notoriotis that a more or iess protracted period
of moral is the prelude to sonme formis of insanit),
anci esp)ecially to paraiytic plirenosis (general
paresis).

As to its essence, mioral insanity presents two
species or varieties. There are sonie individuals
w~ho, thoughi conserving free, and even potent, their
syllogistic faculties, yet often commit extravagances,
obscenities and vile crimes, because they, l)055C5

not tliat whichi is called the moral sense ; they, do
not perceive the impropriety' of their acts, s0 that
they feel no remorse or 1)enitence, and they even
%vonder that other persons see any wrong ra themn.
Others agalin froni a mere trifle rush intj excesses
and then excuse themselves by assertin'• they could
flot help it. Prof. Lomibroso iiiids s"ito be sub-
ject to epilepsy, and that their excesses may b'ý in-
fluenced 1», accesses of epilcpsia. larvata.

Othier individuals appear again, in wîhoni both
species of moral insanity are coi)ined. While the
terni is being more iargely accepted yecar by year,
yet ic is necessary to distinguishi the truc cases of
moral insanity fromn the false or simulated. 'Fli
followving, points hielp us to decide, ist by ascertain-
ing wheffher the parents, liv'ing or dead, of the iii-
dividual submitted to our judgmient, %vere affected
with mental or nervous diseases ; 2nd, whetlîer the
saine inclividual presents degoener-ati ve characters,
as anomalies of thc cranium, asynimetry, depression
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