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sclerosis is regarded by, Marchancl as a nutritonal aireotion of the
vessel wall resulting froni wear anc ter · it is therefote ossential
that any source of added strain upon the vascular stenubo aro.idòd
Slecep is also added as an importnocesty lnd hypnotiès y be
indicatedI for three or four consecutive nights un iili tul vi repose s
established.

W.itl regard' tô diet, rioimberg trcnts cach case ind iduaîl. a cota
to the state of nutrition and condition of the alimentary canai

PROF. HA s [EYER. "The .heory of Narcosi. Jour a . A.;
January 20th, 1906.

In the first lecture of the ]ia.'rvev Society. course, Prof. -Hans Meyer
of Viciua, adva.nces a thcorv "of larcosis which ho states as 'olloi s:
" The narcotizing substance'enters into a loose physicochemïcal coin-
bination with tflic vitaily iiportant lipoids of flic cell, perh ipwith
the lecilihin, and in s' doing changes their norail. jelpit.ioisiip to
the other cell constituents. througli whicli an inhibition,o the0, etir
cell cheinismn occnrs. It also becomnes evident thait the nureœs iinn
diatelv disappears as soon as the loose, .röversible, tonsioi combiùafiion
dependent on the solution breaks up.. It follow, fiurther . tha u
stances chieinicallv indilTerenît. as ·the. volatile saturatcd hydrodrbon'
ean act as narcotics." it is the d istribution relationliipic, clso-aled
distributioni coefliiiciit. of tic jiarcoties between fattv and watcr volu-
tions that is the determining factor of larcotie action. and.wih the
increase in tis distribution coclicieuît there is al llotparllel in-
erease in theo narcotic strengthl lat is. <ecrease iii the limolecuîkr con-
cenlîtrationî necessary for narcosis. as he shows by a hble cCdced froI
exprience *with a 'nmber of well-known: narcokies ,The apparent
exceptions io the general mle are readily expia inable by flte niiy
inexact methods of estimation or narcotic power. As alf 'liviii cells
contain lecitlin. a' lipoid bocly. this Lleory ·Oxplains why all cells
capable of stimnlation are dcpressed by theso iarcotic ..substances.
Narcotic drugs are coiplex substances and, lheefore, that some -of
them produce other effects. soimetimes ;even iasking ilcir parcotic
action. is not re1arkable. It is not attempted, moreover, to explain
every type of narcosis by this theory. It is probable tiat.otler dis-
turbances in clienical equilibrium may occur to inlibit the function
of the cel, and that substances, such as rmorphin, are narcobie other-
m-ise than through the "alcohol lipoids," and the same may be true
of flie very renarkable narcosis from magnesium salts, latoly discoy-
ered by Meltzer.


