
Anijtai Instinct.

would have beexi deemied wild
chimeras and liopeless irnpossibilities.
But instinct reaches ith fuli perfection
at once ; and neyer afterwards re-
ceives, or admits of, any improve-
ment. The structure and contriv-
ances of a chronometer, a loom, a
steamn-engine, have gro-%vn and ad-
vanced forwvard, from rude essays to
high perfection of complex parts:
nnd these and similar products ofi
humnan ingenuity may yet make'
advances, as tnuch beyond tiieir pre-
sent perfection, as they now excel
their earty rude prototypes. But the
texture and shape of a bird's nest, or
of -the celis and masses of honey-
combs, are nowv whiat they ever w'ere;
and ever wvill ho, without variation i
of improvemient, or degene 'racy. This
shows, that the facutties of which
these works are i7espectively the
iresults are of a widely différent order.

Again : the powers of reason are
developed in widely différent degrees
in différent iuidividuals. But in
every single individual of each trihe
of irrational creatures there is exactly
the same perfect qualification for such
labours as are peculiar to its species.
Beason acquires its knowledge and
contrivances by labour, arîd gradually
improves by repeated efforts. Instinct
in its fuit perfection is native in the
creature, from the commencement of
its existence.

Yet it is undeniable, that ail the
actions of the inferior tribes of
creatures are not universally the
resuit of instinct. hjs observed tlat
some tribes have rnuch more native
sagacity than others. And so, too,
in numerous cases that occur, affect-t
ing the ease or wants of dornesticated
creatures, we find them not so desti-
tute of a capacity of thought and
contrivance, but that thçy can formi a
plan sitable to the occaion. Soine-
times, of course, they are baffled ;
but in many instances they are suc-
cessful ; and those instances must be
eufficient to prove that. the creatuires

do îiot nct from instinct only. Be-
sides whichi, niany animais pussess a
strong imitative faculty-thicy wiII
,do what they have seen done by
otiiers of their species, or even by
men. Now, pure instinct is flot an
imitative faculty. In those processes
of instinct which are most dificuit and
surprising, it is impossible any part
of the skill possessed by the creature
performing them should have been
gained by imitation ; especially in
the case of numerous insect ti'ibes,
which neyer knew their parents, nor
ever witnessed any such process as
they, undesigning and untaught, ex-
ecute. As, the caterpillar in weaving
its cocoon, and the butterfly in de.
positing its eggs. But imitation
seems invariably associated with
reason; is one of the most powerful
laws by which it acts ; and one of the
most effectuai means of its acquii
tions and advancement.

Moreover, animals are capable of
e(iucation: they may ho, and ofien
are, taughit things that greatly sur.
prise every beholder. Now, instinct
is neither knom-lcdge gained by in-
struction, nor a faculty capabfe of
being improved by instruction. No
bird could be taught to bult a botter
nest ; no tiare to, adopt a mode of
repose better adaptod for its security
than sitting i itb form, or a posture
in which it would sooner gain notice
of approaching danger, or be botter
prepared for immiediate flight. But
roason is ossentially a faculty for iin-
pi-ovement by education. As the
instructor presents knowtodgo to its
attention, it opens its powers to 10-

ceive it ; each acquisition strengthens
and entarges its capacity for further
progress. If, thon, animais caa
acquiro knowiedge by education, and
that; too of a nature exceedingiy
diverse from any they possessed by
native instinct--then it is certain they
must possess powers of perception to
understand the meaning of the lesson
proposed by the instructor-of


