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who had visited Bassein and was thoroughly conversant with the Karen
language, and they had applied to the Missionary Union to send him, and
had also written in September, 1868, to Mr. Carpenter himself, asking him
to come and be their teacher. The BDoard of Managers, in November,
1868, cabled to Basscin the message (the first they had ever sent to Bur-
mah), ¢ Carpenter transferred to Bassein, Smith to Rangoon.”

Mr. Carpenter removed immediately to his new field. e was about
thirty-three years of age, an accomplisked scholar, of wonderful tact and
executive ability, and the work he accomplished for Bassein in the next
twelve years has never been equalled by any missionary in the world. Ie
began by visiting nearly every one of the XKuren churches in Bassein and
sonthern Arakan, and ascertaining all the facts respecting their pastors,
their spiritnal condition, discipline, educational progress, and social attain-
ments.  Of course there were many abuses and errors to be corrected
threc or four of the pastors (onc of them an ordained man) had fallen :
others (a few only) were ignorant and inefficient ; the discipline was not
thorough, the spiritual condition was generally good, though in some in-
stances there was a Jack of carnestness ; a majority of the members of the
churches cculd neither read nor write ; only one in thirty had either the
Old or New Testament Seripturcs, and many of the schools were not well
taught. The social condition, though much higher than among the
heathen, was still too low. With the aid of the leading pastors, some of
the best men to be found anywhere, Mr. Carpenter sct himself to reform

* these evils, and to bring the churches up to a high standard of holy Chris-
tian living ; and he was, in the main, successful ; but two of the churches
clung to their fallen leaders and went to destruction. There was a genuine
revival, and many hundreds of new converts were received into the churches.
The schools were greatly improved, the academies made great advancement,
and the Bassein Institute fornded by Mr. Beecher was again crowded with
pupils. But the buildings of the Institute, comstructed of cheap jungle
wood, and covered with thatch, were sadly dilapidated by their eleven
years’ wear in that climate, and were in imminent danger of destruction
from fire. They must be rebuilt and greatly enlarged, and the buildings,
to be nearly fire-proof, must be of teak, with iron-wood posts. Mr.
Carpenter had already made his plans for an entire reconstruction of the
compound, which was to be graded and laid out anew, with the buildings
arranged around a park of fruit and flowering trees in the centre, the ercc-
tion of school buildings, teachers’ houses, and dormitorics around this park.
‘With this plan prepared he addressed the pastors whom he had called in
consultation and, after stating the need of the school, asked them to
pledge their churches to raise the amount needed (about 6000 rupces) in
three years. They were evidently taken aback by this preposition. They
bad raised considerable sums under Mr. Beecher’s leadership, but nothing
like this ; moreover, they were supporting their pastors, thuir schools, and
their missionarics, Why could not the American churches help them in
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