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who had visited ]Bassein and vas thioroughly conversant with the Karen
language, and tliey liad applied to the Missionary Union to send huxu, and
lad also written in September, 1808, to Mr. Carpenter huiinscîf, asking hin
to corne and be thieir teachier. Tlic Bo:ird of Mana.gers, in Noveruber,
1868, cabled to ]Bassein tlue message (the first they liad ever sent to l3ur-
mal), " Carpentcr transfcrrcd to Bassein, Smith to Rzingoon."

Mr. Carpenter removed immediately to lis now field. lc -%vas about
tllirtyý-tlirce ye.ars of age, an accomplishcd sdliolar, of wvonderful tact and
executive ability, and the ivork lie accomplished for Bassein iii the next
twelve ycars lias neyer been equalled by any missionary in the world. 11e
began by visiting nearly cvery one of the Karen churclcs in Bassein and
southeru Arakan, and ascertainingc ail the facta respecting their pastors,
thecir spiritual condition, discipline, educational progrcss, and social attain-
nments. Of course thiere wcre many abuses and errors to be corrected;
tlree or four of the pastors (one of thexu an ordained man) liad falcn:
Others (a few only) were ignoreant and ineficient ; the discipline was not
thorougli, the spiritual condition %vas generally good, thongli in some in-
stances tixere was a iack of earnestucss; a xnajority of the meinbers of the
dhurches cclild neither read nor write; only one in thirty lad citixer tIc
Old or New Testament Scriptures, and many of the sehools %vere not weil
taught. The social condition, thongli xuicli hliguer than among the
heatien, was stili too low. With the aid of the leading pastors, sonie of
thc bcst inn to, be found anywhere, Mr. Carpenter set hiinsclf to rcformi
tiiese, evils, and to bring tiec durcies up to a high standard of lioly Chris-
tian living ; and le was, in the main, successful ; but two of the cixurclies
clung to thieir fallen leaders and wcnt to destruction. There n'as a gentime
revival, and znany hundreds of nem couverts wvcre rcceived into the dhurcIes.
TIe schools were gre-atly improved, the academies made great advaucement,
and tie Bassein Instituite founded by MNr. I3cdher 'vas aincrowvdcd with
pupils. But the buildings of the Institute, constructed of cheap juing(le
wood, and covcred with tbateli, wure sadly dilapidatcd ky tlieir cleven
vears wear in that, climats, and wvcre lu imminent dangrer of destruction
from fire. Tliey mnust be rebuilt and grcatly enlarged, aud thc buildings,
to le nearly firo-proof, must be of teak, with iron-wood posts. Mr.
Carp)enter lad already nmade his plans for an entire reconstruction of the
coinpound, which, vas to, bc graded and laid eut anew, with the buildings
arrancd arotund a park of fruit andi flowcring trees in tie centre, the croc-
flou ef sdhool buildings, teachers' bouses, and deormitories around tus park.
With this plan preparcd hoe -,ddresscd the pastors whorn lie hadl called iu
consultation and, aftcr stating the need of tie sdhool, asked thenu to
pledge their dhurches te, raise tîxe ameunt necdcd (about 6000 rupces) iu
thrce years. Tley were evidently taken aback by this proposifign. Tley
ilad raised considerable surns under Mr. Beccher's leadership, but nothing
like t1iis ; inoreover, they were supperting thieir pasters, tli:,ir rliools, and
tlicir umissionaries. 'Why Coula not the Amneriran Chu-rclies biell> tbirn lu
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