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who fought the historic battles with sword and axe. But it does
mean that those who have battles to fight are quick to make. use of
every opportunity by which the maximum of execution can be accom-
plished witly the minimum expenditure of treasure and of human
blood. So in the missicn field—the worker may not be braver than
Judson or Carey, but he ought to be able to do more execution in a
given time and with a given amount of expenditure. A thousand
years ago a young man who could swing the broadsword and Zack
was a good soldier. He received no special training, he was not ;
taught the science of war; but to-day the soldier is a specialist. He .
passes years in studying the special methods of attack and retreat, L
flank-movement and center-movement. Just so aud not otherwise h
should it be in the missionary movement. The missionary ought to
be a specialist. His training ought to be of a special nature, He 3
ought to know something more than a college and seminary course
can give him. Let us ask then what are some of the points to be ob-
served in the preparation of men for the mission field ?

First, The men to be sent as missionaries should be selected. You
say, of course they should be- selected. But too frequently they are
not. I mean by that, that beyond a man’s education and credentials
of good and regular church standing, the Boards rarely look. If a
young man wishes to enter West Point or Annapolis, he first under-
goe2 a rigid examination. If there is a weak spot in him anywhere
it isfound, and his application is rejected. Our governmens recognizes
the folly of educating and training for the army or navy a man who
has some physical deformity which could hinder his usefulness. On
the same princip'e and for identically the same reasons, candidates for
the mission field should be carefully selected. In the selection, what
qualities should be looked for? We pass over, as being taken for
granted, a thorough consecration and a firm purpose to put the pure
gospel of Christ before the heathen. After this the first quality
should be that of physical health. It often happens that men who
have wasted their strength by confining themselves to their studies,
who have permanently damaged their constitutions by lack of exer-
cise, are sent into the mission field. The change is too much for
them, and in a year or two they have to be put ¢ the retired list be-
fore they have even learned the language of the people to whom they
were sent.  Or, if the case is not so severe as t* is, they live on in the
missicn work accomplishing only a f{raction of the work an able-
bodied man could do.

The second thing that is absolutely essential to successful missionary
work is the kabit of study, by which is meant the power to sit down .
and apply oneself uninterruptedly to one thing for several hours with- I
out letting the mind stray off into other lines of thought. It implies :
the power o concentrate the mind on one thing, and work hard while
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