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the older States are actnally d1eereadng lui population and tlîrift, aud
ivealth, and the sehool-house anid church, once their glory and
strenbIgt, t're dying Out,

WVc need nlot stop to point ont the mceaning and outcomc of this
startling fact. The enterprise, tbe sinews, the hope of the rural pop-
lation, arc fleing to flhe City. What the City gYain1s the country loses
Wha.,t Mighit prove the glory and salvation of counîtry M1e May prove
the shamo and evii of city ife ! From 17-90 to 1SSO our e,tir7e popu-
lation. increased, but 13 times, whvlile thxe city population increased 86
times ! In 1800 w'c litid but 6 cities, with a population above 8,000 ;
in 1880 we liad 286 ! Tho~1 census of 1890 w~ill make this showing stili
more siogificant. Sucli phienomenal grow'th and preponderanice of
City popu"ùlattion constitutes one of the most serions portents of modern
times. IVe ire not preparcd to forccast its final effcct on our national
life, political, social, or religions. But its influence, wvlîatever be
its character, ivill be tremendons, if ilot irresistible.

2. Anothier f of inomnentons jimportance. Thie condition of our
large and rapidly eXpanldilg Chties lýIas ZI(znqestionablyg ehangez (le-
cidecfly for- the wvose duii7'zilg thbe pirescnit ge7?er-ahio7. Thie
growth bas not been a hlealthy grrowth, whether viwdpolitically.
morally, or rehigiously; -%vhctlier estinxated. iii its inffluence on country
life, on business integrity, on politîcal anid conmmercial morals, on flic
spiritual life of the churchi and the -welfare of the goveruxuient, or iii
its bearings on class relations, on social econonîics, an d on thie iilifting
andl purification of society in gencral. Thiere lias been a ni-arked and
alarming deterioration. Tliere is no deîîying this f-.ct-theidenc
is too overwelming. We arc, confronted t.o-da,,y with gigantie and(
rapily augmen tiîxg evils, econoiici, social. poli ticai and mioral. caused
niainly 1w thxe, massiiig of suchi multitud es iii a fcwi great cenl ters. IvIliclî
attract, the worst eleinents of socicty, as well as thie hetter-centers
whiere aIl restraixîts are tlirown off, and4 vice and crimie andlalses
mun riot, and corruption and ail inanner of wick-edness takc on lige
proportions. and endaxiger tlhe peace and welfaLre of the people at, large.
and Ultimateiy thec perîianeuîce of our froc institutions.

The depravities of our great; cities increase in the ratio of thieir
growth in popuilationi. 0f one tlîing w'c inay be sure, the cities, ow-
ing to advantagcs of centralization and organizat ion and eountless
wealtli, will ultinmatcly triuinph over the rural regions. It bas beenl
so ahivays iii the hiistory of the world. And listory repeats itself to-
day along this lino, and wvill repeat itself with greater einpluasis iii theQ
future, IL is ovidecilt, thoen, that, the decisive batties between (' liri stian -
ity and infidelity and agnosticismn ; betwveeni truc liberty and licejitious-
ncss; bctween l-aw and order and virtue, thdfle hostile alien forces
which arciwaxing so strong aîd. defiant anuong us, arc to be foughit out
in a dozon centers of our ividespread republie.


