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Bchind this scheme lie the sevenfold attributes of God. Being Divine,
not human, it has no fallible elements in it, and so admits no improve.
ment. ‘To modify it essentially is audacity ; to abandon it is apostasy.
Omniscience assures to it God’s wisdom ; omnipotence backs it up with
elmighty power. In it are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl.
edge ; it is the expression of God’s love and grace to man. It cannot
ultimately fail, notwithstanding man’s unbelief, disobedience, and disloy-
alty. If God’s instruments prove useless and worthless, e will fashion
others, but His eternal purpose will surely work out its final issue to the
shame and ruin of all opposers and idlers.

This view of missions is too seldom presented before us, even by the
advocates of a world’s evangelization. Christian missions are talked of
and written about, as tho, like a thousand other philanthropic schemes,
they had their author and authority in man, depended on man for their
very continuance, and were subject to man's modification, or even abuli.
tion, as imperfect, or no longer needful or useful. Hence the disposition
of this utilitarian age to weigh missionary effort in the scales of human
policy, with money and human life and labor on one side, and converts
and so-called ** results”” on the other, and then estimate how far the outlay
is justified ! Astho God had ever annulled His command or asked man
to sit in judgment on the expediency of His plans, or had committed ty
any human court or commission the right to modify an enterprise which
e has originated !

‘Who cannot sce that there is an enormous gulf of scparation between
the wisest and best of man’s devices and this one and only Divine enter-
prise revealed to man?  The whole system of human philanthropy is neces-
sarily and cssentially defective. The Sunday-school, the Young Men's
Christian Association, the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor,
Bible socictics and tract societies, hospitals and asylums, charitable organ:
zations, schools and colleges, are inventions of man, more or less wis
and successful, but having behind them no Divine command or authority,
and no divine warrant for continuance. Ilencs, the right to change ther
methods or displace them altogether if their mission seems fulfilled. But
with Christian Missions it remains truc to the end of the age, that to then
nothing is to be added, from them nothing to be subtracted, for God is
their solc Author, and He knows His own mind. He who meddles with
the plans of God insults Him ; he who wars against them flings himself
upon the bosses of Jehovah’s buckler,

How true it is that missions to the lost originated solely in God mar
be seen in the fact of man’s apathy and lethargy, and cven resistance, in
falling into God’s plan as a coworker. For thousands of years the Jev
had no real conception of such a world-wide plan. The Old Testament is
full of prophetic hints of a salvation for the race. From that first Me-
sianic promise, that the sced of the woman was to bruise the serpent’s head,
there is a gradual unfolding of God’s purpose to provide a salvation suff



