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British Ncw Guclinca.

A general meeting et Vhe Royal Colonial
Instituts wn8 hold at tho ilotel blotropolo,
Lonîdon, England, on April Ilth, nt whvlîi
Mr. T. If. Ilattoit Richarde, troasurei' of New
Guinea, read a palior on tise affasirasud general
condition of that important part ot tihe Britishi
leipire. Many of tho points suade ivero of
morc titan ordinary interoat. FoIlowing are
seine extracta:

Alter touching upen tho early lîistory et tho
ceuntry, Mr. llattoît Richarde eaid.-

"A great change lias taken place ini cou.
noction tvitlî New Guîinea since the Royal
Colonial Inetituto %vas Iast addressod oit the
8ubject by tihe Rey. James Clialniers in Jeu.
uary, 1887. On that occasion the lecturer
epoke of New Guinean; to.niglit 1 amn geing to
speak .a you et tîjat portion over which tho
Qîîteen's sovereigsity bas silice bean prochalîned,
and îvhich, as a resuilt, [s now k nown as Britilh
New Guinea.

In the Possession ot British New Guinea theo
Administrator is aBsited by Exeentive and
LaPgislative Councils, nominated by the Crown.
Thse numbor of members of each couticil [s
limited to fivo, exclusive et tie Adininistrastor.
The appointmets te theso councile are fer
ternis of six years front date et appointaient.

'fho position ot British New Gui.e. is uomoc.
what excep tienal. Certain Colonies ef Austra.
lia pressed fer annexatien, and eviuced their
sincerity by agreing to pay for tho expîtnse of
a Geverenent fer ten years. As a retîre,
those Colonies, are consulted tbrougi Queens.
land [n the administration ef tise Iesscssio
îvhile financially, thecir roturu consiste of h
local revenue et the country, and tho rctuud of
any uncxpcnded portiofe tho £15,000 there
ssay lie et the end et tho ycar. I iniglit horo
muention that Western Australia aise pays a
saiat ameut annually, altheugh net liound te
de se. Tho contributieon, howaecr, is rcally a
continuation et thse eider agreement, in ivhich
site was a pirty, to pay thse expenses et a P>ro.
tectorate.

The seat et Government is et l'ert MNoresby,
and as it is, theretors, the principal point of thse
Pesscssian, îssrhaps I may bce perisîi.trd to give
a short description et it. Its position is about
9' 27 min. S. ThoelDeulity had been ,elected by
Sir Peter Seratchley, cbiefly, 1 blieve, becauso
it was the only place whiere any attemnpt et per
inanent civilisation had beaou inade. Tie Lsi.
dIoit Nissionaty Society liait bad thoir licaci.
quartera estatslishied there for someeconeidcrable
tinie, wvhile, as regards climatc, sPea>iiig in
coniparisen with otlior parts ef the Pessessioîî,
it may bce regardcd as tc'irly healthy. Thera is
a tolcrably good harlier, whiicît in iîsargined liy
sînrrounding bis. Tliese hbis are very ireg.
Jar, covcred for the most part with ferca,.t
trees. svhiclî seem et once te remind tise
traveller ef the Australian gumn. At certif n
tintes et the ycar tliese hisl are terr[bly bar.
rue, but duriug thse iet seacmn they beceme
rather pictureEque, for they add a green andI
retreshiuig landscape te thse general contour
ef tho sceau. Goveronicut, Ileuse is hest ecu
frem the harbour. Ir, is a Mest unpretentieus
building, situated at ais elevation ef about
150 fact. Tise principal Enurepean settlement
is te the right of thse larbour on ontering.
Thse hauses are built either et weod or corru.
gated iroîl, or lioth. T:se firat îhiug that
strikes tise traveller ns he approaches Port
Meresby is tise very meuintinite aspect of
thse ceuntry. In thse distance can bc sceu a
Isigis range ef well deflîzeil meutains, ecoemingt
te sssert, the greatress-or, perisaps, I shouldl
sîay the vaistocs-ot the cemparatively un.
knowu country. Jagged aend uotclied in thef r
topîneet outlino, they preseut a wird front te
thse ptrson wvho beholils thcm for the tiret tine.
Thoe lisadquarters ot thea Government being ut
Port Meresby, thse uoxt principal etatiune are
those situated at the castern and western endls
ef the Possession. In thse fermer, a emnaîl la.

land caîleil Samarai, anud lu the latter a place
calted Mabudantan, are the tî3ints frein wltiel
tise isagistrates lu oharge of tlioso districts do
tiseir work.

It inay bie eppropriate liero te draw attention
te tie magniltudeofe tho Possession that lias te
lie controlteil. 'rite area ef the whle, as de-
seribeil by the Proclamstion et Severeiguty,
8îîu1 W111011, ef cour8e, iîîcludes islande, je caout
203,23 suare Miles 0f titis, about St,374

sqaemlsfr the isiainlaud, leavissg as a
r _tl un tqesouis area. with numîterene islande

seatte rcdim b out f 116.879 Equare tuiles. l3ear.
iug iu niiin4 tlîat tise înaitiland is in parts very
thickly pnpulated, thiat the chsiet islande3 are
equally se, andi aise t1se distances, very great
iun inny cascp, betwecn tise ielaud anil the
mainland, or the islande tienqelves, yen înay
possilîly bo able te tenu soine vague idea et the
vast exteut ut thse Poss8ession te lie governed,
and of serno of tise îlifl ulties et administra
tdon, wliiclî are inertasedl by certain exception-
al local cnniitieîsq. 'l'ho %reat îuaj irity of dtIs
îseepîc have ljved, anil do live, ln isrange inde-
pendence et one another. Different dialecte,
different hait~s aend custons ln detail, have

sepiratel eu tribo tramn nuother, tilt tîîey
eltiser livs lit eusnity or tear. Tîsere are no re*
ongoized chiefs, as iin otiser countries. Exch
dittrict bas te hoe desît îvitl separateîy, the
peeple bronght togetlier themele'e, tend cenfi-
denîce in eue anetiser establiilted. Suacit a coun-
try ceulil net lia governeil freint an ef1iý,e in Port
Moresbiy, but reqtsires constant travelling andl
sup&re'ibieu on tise part cf the Adininistrator,
wliile it je net hoe work ci a day or a ycar - it
muet bo graduai. 1 tlsiuk, soîvever, thera are
very few places cii the ceast, freont tise lîitisis-
Dîstels bouiidary Oit the entis and the Britlith-
GJermnen bonndary on thse nertli, where thse na.
tives do net knew soineoIîing abatit the Govera-
ment. Ttieir ideas sud conception et it Mnay
vary acccrdiug te the lippertîînites afforded te
tIse Goverumiient et visiting certain parte
suore trequentiy anîd oisity titan ottiers,
but thse great barrier et complote digneramîce
et omi' intentions mnay be said te lie
lireaking, anil is broken ini mny places. Wh'L'e
tîîiB je ail ceisipîetod, it telloivs tliat it is easier
ta encourage settle-n-.-tst in those parts liron.-lit
thîerougîîly under ceostr'l It is net oiîly esioîs-
tial for a good resuit to tise udmisniatration et
stîcl ae country, but of benefit te the settler
lîiîeelt, whio bas thse way prepired for bIt, ai
Who lias net te Ce:rlat evitis diffi uIt native
quottions, whicts ivili arise in sucli îOw court-
tries, andI whlicis te cenlil net se ivIl mîcal ovitli
as au orRaiiidt boIy havinq ail through a
consistent lino ot actions.

lu tise tours et inqpectien uindertiken fer the
purpose et britiging bue whîole Possession under
the central alluded to, a vast amiînt et nesv
grotnîl bas ef necessitybeeti lrolien, anid nch
useful kiîoewîedge of the country aend [te iîîiab-
itants obtaine i. It is net my intention this
cveniug te give yen au account et any ef tise
exp)editiet tisat have been made under tisa
leadership et the Adutifistrator, for when yen
remnomber that cacis small trip would give
matezial for at least eue piper et imteroat, yen
cviii soe hon' impossible it ivenli lie te aitempt
anything et the kiud, eveu siippeeiug I-ere tn
a position te do se front actuel experience,
wlîicis I amn net, as 1 have b.-en in couspar
abîvely ten' oxpeditiotîs. I may, iîawever,
re.mud yen et thse reenît et two or three. The
Owen Stanecy Rantge wes ascendel io IS89 by
Sir Williamt i'lac(Gregor, Who, with *ess tiîan
six fellowcrs, reachîd tise smmit, the liighest
p:2int attaincd beieg 13.121 foot. Tihe Fly
river ii thse %et of tise Possession evas asceudeil
for (110 miles, being saime miles further tan thse
distance attaincd by Signer D'Albortis [n 187(1.
Titis river mis fer somoe distance eut af aur
turritery mbt that et thse Duteis, creîeing tise
lionndary about latitudu 6' 59' S, Itend returu-
iug ino cur Possession about latitude G6 20
S. A new tend important river n'as dis.
covercd te the n'est et tise Piy, aend since
called tise IlMorebeai." Aithongis tise mentis
je avec 100 Miles trom that et the
Fly, tise course et thse river is snch tliet at tise

hcad, wviicis le 120 utiles up, tise traveler [s enly
about thirty.five miles ila a atraigist lUnefo tn
he Vly, 1.10 illes tmp, Just about tise position

et the Fairtax gretmp.' Thiose instancces, isec.
ever, by ne incurne reprceîmit eîse.sixtlî et t.he
îvork dlone, wlîich et couîse mnet comlprise
smell efforts as wel! s liig, wisilo tue amaller
auses are by no meane the irteet important, by
remesen et tise objecte in vien' at aIl timn.

The I>apun race in net cenflned te New
Gusinea, bunt embraces other adjacent islande.
At the samne time, Non' Guinea imsay lie seuid ta
lie tise hoine and centre et tlîie fine people.
There is, hîeer, mîsucli divoreîty et inanner
and hsabita amognt thlem, se mny rpinarkswt b'u e
continod o"ly te tliose tvitli wltnm I have iseen
brenglit imita contact lu uîy %vanderinge. Thse
Papuas fa cf umediumn lîeiglit aud well huifit.
Tie pioeîsiliiig %,o!or le a dark chocolate inclin-
ing tu bilack, but quite distinct from tise negro.
In s.ne places, lîowever, tsa caler is net se
clark as ini other,-tlie celebrattil Tugeri tribe,
fur instance, tlîat %va met insie tise Dutch terri.
tory tisree y cars ego, ivoce iuite the lîglîteet 1
have ceeu.

lly natture tise Palmetts -re flrat.rate agricuil.
tutis. They eltur the greunnü, tili, drain and
fonce it in a most excellenît way. Their garderie
are really thîcir chief [ndustry, andl thiey are
perfect in crder aend neatcese. lu tise large
gaidene eau lie sean thea storehouse in ;vhicb
yams, taro, eet pohatees, etc., are placeil as
îlîey are dug.

Tise native [dca et arcitteture [s seniewhat
primitive [n genterai, but net se in detail.
%%'herever it ie dccided te lay ont a village ne
obstacles are nllowed, neit even that omf wnter.
A I tise bsouses are biît ou t.iles varying six te
ten feet ini heiglit freint tue surface et greunil or
%vaber. As a iuIe on tise ceacte village %vil] lie
toni wlierever coceanuts ivill gîaîv, aud te tise
travellec tisese trees are tisarefore oftru a grcat
guide , for wvisre -bce sea them hoe May expect
te came amrcss natives andl find fresl? water.

Tise cheractcr eft lis Papuans [s iifnifely
botter thtan ia geure'hly supposaIl. They have
a keen Eense ot justice, aend potiers geod traits
n theirdiepes-itien, -whicli tund te iuake theni
i ccmpsretivcIy eat-y pt pie te get ou wii h.if

athey arc approachedi n thse riglit spirit.
Anme.nget ihienitelves; tlîey a very effectionate.
I hiave ceu soutie very licartreîdisîg instances
et titis. 'Mott decidcdly bhty are net bleood-
tlîiîsty, and tise tlîrilliiig talcs eue lîcare o e au-
nibalieni shmaulil Lo rectived i çth preat caution;
wisilu cueesisoulcl aise bc tslow to place credenco
lu tairaet se calleil Eavsgery, %vimiseut knewimrg
%%isat lies happenail in t1ie labt <perbepi yesrs
8agel te lead csp te wisat moiglît appear witheut
the knewledge et bath aides et thse biry, ta lie
acta et in)liuziî'uity. Th'le Goveruiment have
feni tise natives te bce use fnl werkcrs. Tise
constebulary torce ini tise Posnession is lating
torssei eut e,! their numbere, ansd they appeer
te reppect tise trust reperd in them, white lu
-ens ente et difficulty or danger tisey have prev.
cd te beaae admirably.

Tise clignate et lBritiss New' Guioca is moiet,
enervatimg, anintmuet ho reigardel as unhealtsy,
and tise early hardships so otten attendant on
a nseî country have ccrtuinly net teuded te
mîake it lese se ta tîso cvha have bal te endure
tlîem. Mala-ial foyer li tise principal and niest
troublesome ailment. It Mnay lie possible te
flgist againet [t for semotime, but [r will coe
soonar or lator. Its attsclca arc oiten sadden,
ivitlteut any preinonitcry eymipte, whilo [t
n'ill etten lie dormant in tise eyâteiss, and net
appear tilt ane bas left tise cousntry. Thoso
whis ttavc-l about, or bave traveliel, ina thse
country suier most. A lengthened resideuce
dore8net ecm te acclimatise oe. Tise in
wvio bas been ton or ffltti yeare in tise country
is jeet as liable te enffer tramn [ta tise insu
whis bas beau tise saine nisîrber et days' iveeks,
or menthe. Alliait the deatb rate tram favor is

i xtremeîly Ion'. Pessilily, however, [ta crorat
f eature [n that tbere scemrs a c ne finality te
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