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British New Guinca.

A goneral meeting of tho Royal Colonial
Instituto was hold at the Hotel Motropolo,
London, Lagland, on April 11th, at which
Mr. T, H. Hatton Richards, treasuror of Now
Guinea, read a paper on the affairs and genoral
condition of that important purt of the Beitish
Empire. Many of tho points made woro of
more than ordinary intercst. Following aro
somo extracts :—

After touching upon the early history of tho
country, Mr. Hatton Richards eaid.—

** A great change has taken place in con-
nection with New Guinea since the Royal
Colounial Iastitute was last addressod on the
subject by tho Rev. Jamoa Chalmers in Jan.
uary, 1887. On that occasion tho lecturer
spoke of Now Guinea; to-night I am going to
speak .0 you of that portion over which tho
Queen’s sovereignty has since been proclained,
and which, as a result, is now known as Britlsh
Neow Guinea.

In the Possession of British New Guinea tho
Administrator is assisted by Executive and
Legislative Couacils, nominated by the Crown,
The numbor of members of cach couneil is
limited to five, exclusive of the Administrator,
The appointments to theso couxncils are for
terms of six yeavs from date of appoiutmont,

The position of British New Guinca is somo-
what exceptional. Certain Colonios of Austra-
lia pressed for annexation, aud evinced their
sincerity by agreeing to pay for tho expense of
a Government for ten years, As a return,
those Colonies are consulted through Queens.
land in the administration of tho Posscssion;
while financially, their rcturn consists of tho
local rovenue of the country, and tho refund of
any unexpended portion of the £15,000 thero
may bo at the end of the year. I might hero
mention that Westera Australia alio pays a
small amount annually, although not bound to
doso. Tho coutribution, however, is really a
continuation of the older agreement, in which
sho was a party, to pay the oxpenses of a Pro-
tectorate.

The seat of Government is at Port Moresby,
and as it is, therefore, the principal point of the
Possession, perhaps I may be permisted to givo
a short description of it. Its position isabout
9° 27 min. S. The lacality had been relected by
Sir Peter Scratehley, chiefly, I believe, becauso
it was theonly place whore any attompt at per
manent civilisation had been made.  The Lon.
don Missionmy Society bad had thoir head.
quarters established there for someconsiderable
time, while, as regards climate, speaking in
comparison with other parts of the Posscssion,
it may be regarded as feirly healthy. There is
a tolerably good harbor, which is margined hy
surrounding billa. These hills are very itcegu-
lar, covered for the most part with forest
trces, which seom at once to remind the
traveller of the Australian gum. At certajn
times of the year these hills are terribly bar.
ren, but during the wet season they become
rather picturezque, for they add a green and
rofreshing landscape to the goncral contour
of the scene. Government House is best seen
from the harbour. Ic is a most unpretentious
building, situated at an clevation of about
150 feet. The privcipal European settlement
is to the right of the harbour ou entering.
The hoases are built cither of wood or corru.
gated iron, or both. Tae first thing that
strikes the traveller as he approaches Port
Moresby is tho very mountainous aspect of
the country. In tho distance can bs scen a
high range of well defiued mountains, scomin
to assert the greatress—or, perhaps, I shoul
say the vastness—of tho comparatively un-
known country. Jagged and potched in their
toptnost outline, they present a weird front to
the person who beholds them for the fivst time.
The headquarters of the Goveromeat boing at
Port Movesby, the uoxt principal atativns aro
thoso situated at the castern and westera onds
of the Posscssion, In t‘hc formor, a small is-

land callod Samarai, and in the latter a place
called Mabudauun, are the poiats from which
the magistrates in ohargoe of those distriots do
their work.

It may be appropriato hero to draw attention
to tho magnitudo of tho Possossion that has to
bo controlled.  ‘I'he avea of the whols, as de-
scribed by tho D’coclamation of Soverciguty,
aud which, of course, includes islands, is about
203,253 square miles Of this, about 86,374
squaro miles form tho mainlaud, leavingasa
result an aqueous area, with numerous islands
acattored about, of 115,879 equaroe miles, Bear:
iug in mind that the maiuland is in parts very
thickly populated, that the chief ial\tm.ls are
equally 8o, apd also the distances, very great
in many cases, botween tho island and the
mainland, or the jslauds themsoclves, you may
possibly bo able to form some vague idea of the
vast extent of the Possession to be governed,
and of somo of the diffizulties of administra
tion, which are increaged by certain exception-
al local conditions.  The great majority of the
peoplo have lived, and do live, in strange inde-

ondence of one another.  Different dialects,

ifforent habils and customs in detail, have
soparated ono tribe from auother, till they
oither live in onmity or fear. Thero are no re-
oogaized chiefs, as in othor countries.  Each
district has to Le dealt with separately, the
people brought together themselves, aud confi-
dence in ono another establivhed. Such a coun-
try could not bs governed from an offize in Port
Moresby, but requires constaut travelling and
supervision on the part of the Administrator,
whilo it is not «ho work of a day ora year: it
must bo gradual, I think, however, there are
vory fow places on the coast, from the DBritish-
Dutch boundary on the south and the British-
German boundary on the north, whera the na.
tives do not know something about the Govern-
ment. Their ideas and conception of 1t may
vary according to the upportunities afforded to
the Government of visiting certain parts
more frequently and easily than others,
but the great barrier of complete ignorance
of our intentions may be said to be
brosking, aud is broken in mavy places. Wken
this is all completed, it follows that it is easier
to encournge sottlam-nt in those parts brouzhs
thoroughly under coatral  Itis not only essoun-
tial for n good result to the adminiatration of
such u couutry, but of benc@it to the settler
himsell, who has the way prepared for him, and
who has not to co:rbat with diffi-ult vative
queitions, which will arige in such new coua-
tries, and which we could not 8o well deal with
as an organized boldy having all through a
cousistent line of action.

In tho tours of inspection undertiken for the
purpose of bringing the whole Possession under
the 2ontrol alluded to, a vast amount of new
ground has of necessity beon broken, and much
usgeful knowledge of the country and its inhab-
itants obtainel. It is not my iatention this
evening to give you aun account of auny of the
oxpeditions that have been made uader the
leadorship of the Administrator, for when you
remomber that each small trip would give
material for at least oue paper of interest, you
will sco how impossible it would be to attempt
anything of the kind, even supposing I were in
a position to do so from actual experience,
which I am not,as I have bien in compar
atively few oxpeditions. I may, however,
reanind you of the result of two or three. The
Owen Stanley Raoge wes ascended ir 1889 by
Sir William MacGregor, who, with .ess than
six followers, reached the summit, the highest
point attained bLeing 13,121 feet. ‘I'no Fly
river in the west of the Possession was ascended
for 610 miles, beiog somo miles further than the
distanco attained by Signor D’Albertis in 1876.
This river runs for some distaance out of our
territory into that of the Dutch, crossing the
boundary about latitude 6°59'S, and return-
ing into our Possession abouc latitude 6’20
S. A new and itnportant river was dis-
covered to tho west of the Fly, and since
called the ¢ Moroheai.,” Although the mouth
is over 100 miles from that of the
Fly, the courge of the river is such that at the

head, which is 120 miles up, tho traveler is only
about thirty-five miles in o straight line from
tho bly, 130 miles up, just about tho position
of tho Fairfax group. Those {nstances, how-
ever, by no means reprceent ono-sixth of the
work done, which of couiso must compriso
small efforts as well as big, while the smuller
onos aro by no means the least important, by
reason of the objects in view at all tines.

The Papuan race is not confined to New
Guinea, but embraces other adjacent islands,
At the samo time, Now Guinea may be said to
bo the homo und centre of this fine people.
There is, however, much diversity of manner
and habits amoogay them, 8o my remarcks willboe
confined ouly to thoso with whom I have been
brought into contact in my wandorings. Tho
Papuan is «f medium height and well built.
The presailing volor is a dark checolate inclin-
ing to black, but quite distinet from the negro.
In some places, however, the color is not go
dark as in othors,—the celebrated Tugeri tribe,
for instance, that wo met inside the Dutch terri-
tory three years ago, were quite the lightest 1
have seen.

» » » *

By nature the Papuaas ore first-rate agricul-
tutists. They clear the ground, till, drain and
fence it in a most excellent way. Their gardens
are really their chief indusiry, and they are
perfect in order and neatcess. 1ln the large
goardens can be seen the storehouse in which
yams, taro, sweet potatoes, etc., are placed as
they are dug.

* L - *

The pative idea of architecturs is somewhat
primitive in general, but not so in detail,
Wherever it is dccided to lay out a village no
obstacles arc allowed, not cven that of water.
All the bouses are built on piles varying six to
ten feet in height from the surface of ground or
water. Asa tule on the coast a village will be
found wherever cocoanuts will giow, and to the
traveller theso trees are therefore often a greas
guide, for where -ho sees them he may expect
to come across natives and find fresk water,

» » - -

The character of the Papuans is infinitely
better than is generally supposed. They have
a keen senso of justice, and posiess good traits

n their disposition, which tend to make them

i comparatively easy pecple to get on with, if
athey are approached in the right spirit,
Amenget themselves they are very effectionate.
1 have geen somo very heartrending instances
of this, Moet decidedly they are pot blood-
thiisty, and the thrilling tales one hears of can-
nibalism should te received with great caution;
while e¢ne should also bo slow to place credenco
in tales of so called eavagery, without knowirg
what has happencd in the fast (perbaps years
2g0) to lcad wp to what might appear without
tho knoowledge of both sides of the sfgry, to beo
acta of inhumamty. The Government have
found the natives to be usdful workers. The
constabulary force in the Possession is being
formed out of their numbers, and they appear
to rerpect the trust repoeed in them, while in
momerts of difficulty or danger they have prov-
ed to behiave admirably,

The climate of British New Guinea is moist,
enervating, and must be regarded as unhealthy,
and the carly hardships so often attendant on
a now country have certainly not tended to
make it less go to thoso who have had to endure
them. Malavial fever is the principal and most
troublesome ailment. It may be possible to
fight against it for somotimne, but it will come
gooner or later. Its attacks are often sudden,
without any premonitery symploms, while it
will often lie dormant in tho system, and not
appear till one has loft the country. Thoso
who travel about, or have traveiled, ia the
conntry suffer most. A lengthened residence
does not secm to acclimatise one. Tho man
who has been ten or fiftecn yearsin the country
is just as liable to sufler from itas the man
who has been the same num ber of days, weeks,
or months. Albeit the death rato from fover is
extremely low. Possibly, howover, its worst
featuro is that there scems to bo o finality to



