Had the Greeks not been a warlike people, the
IMiad would never have been produeed, nor ap-
precinted. T will not affivm that thus elass of wii-
ters—the same i3 true of certnin historans and
oraters-—have not contributed to keep alive the
winkapirit among men. Awd I eaneot bat think
they have got more ciedit, or, il you will, mote
blame for this then they have meiited.  Asia,
us well as Europe, has had different epuochs,
warntots of insatiable ambition, who ucither had
nor required the stimulus of puetry and oratory.
It is in fact on the unsophistiented multitude
that martial puetry as well ns martial music pro-
duce their true eficet. ‘The ambitious conqueror
does not gecd 1o go to the hasp for his inspirauon.

. bours,

With hish <clfish aums and ample mean-, he will :

find that in the boundless pride o1 his oww heart.

I offer no apolegy for the poetry or oratory
which has prostitiied the sacred gifts of gemws,
to celebirate law les< ainbition, or throw delusive
chanins around deeds of wapioe and blovd.  Yet,

. will be defeated.
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industry men acquire wenlth, and by wisdom
amd virtue seewre hiberty, yet without cowmage
their hherty will soon peiish, and their weultn
become the prey of cunmng and rapaeions neigh-
Tndeed all aequi ions are but trimmphs
after conthiets.  Withuut some courage you will
not fight Four way sucessfully through an wtn-
eate paseage m Horee, or a diffienlt problem in
Euchd  Cournge 18 indispensable for these peace-
Jul battles, 1f you would ann at suecess ; yet it
15 s till more peedful in otder to defend the van-
ous precious fiuits which patient toit has accu.
mulated. . Whena people cn show ta the anprine
cipled and ambitious invader that they possess
courage to make all saerifices ruther than submit
to one unjust demand, the Yrob:-bili(y is, that
they will ether not be invaded, «  the invader
Sparta long retained jts jnde

] peadence, becanse all mien kuew thut, whatever

why rhould 1t be torzatten that our great poets.

Dranuttic us well as Epne, 1f they have not always
taught a sanctified comage. have nevertheless
by sentiments of jastice, bonow, and o generous
forbeirance done much to refine and elevate the
courage of the warrtor—W ¢ kuow sutsedung of
what war bas bean ; yet, posably, we know but
littte what it mught have been, but for the hu-
nmamzing influences of those great wnd generous
mads who bave celebrated martial explots, It
were well if certan persons,who e caried away,
pot, a3 they faney, Ly a seraphic benevolurce
but by a spirious <ontimentaism, would bear
inmind 1 some of the lofuest poetry in the
mble v emploved in celelnating the deeds of
brave men on the field of batt.e. ~ And who will
eay that the cwwrge of the warrior, when em-
pioyed as the instrument of Heaven™ justice.is not
n very sacred thing ¢ Itis true, mere physical
cournge of iteetf. as it may be the attnbute of
very bad men, and is the attribute of many brute
creatures, cannot be speken of in unqualified ad-
nuration 3 yet in a world in which injastice and
othier forms of wickedness can only be put down
by oppos ng foree to faree—tihat physical courage,
which 1.ty men for meeting badily sufferings, and
even death, io a conflict with the encmies of God
awd of vrder, is i very valuable quality. It were
well, if this never wers seeded.  But, for all prac-
tical purpuses, we must just take men as they
ate.  Nuw, assuredly, hesa very childish person
who needs to be told that there is much of the
selfish folly and ivjustice of the work! wlich can
only be met by oppuring force on the side of right
to force on the side of wrong.  Hence the neces-
sity of physical coarage for some of the hugh euds
of justice.  The wmjustice that has no ear for rea-
son. atd po standard of con~ci nee to which ap-
peals can be made, must be assaded in such mades
as it can feel, aud smitten down by ruch istru-
aients as can reach it.  The wiseand virtuous man
who is unintentonally domng you a prece of myus-
tice, nad the wmidnight assassing fie not to be
encounteted by the same weapoms,  These views
at once explam and vinaicate the commendatsnns
in the Bible of military valor. The fact 15, the
cnenues of right huve no wrong done thum when
they are opposed by just such weapons as can
st effectually resist their aggressons.

Where Inwiess pasuons aud appetites employ
brute foree to accomplish their cmds, physeal
courage is idispensable for the existence of coci-
ety, A commuunity of wise and viriuous men
would require few l’.m« for its safet; and prosper
ity; but i a commumty m which thuughtless
and unprinerpled men are numerous the bhest
taws become nullities. if there be no physieal cour-
axe to make them effective.
this becomes strikingly apparent, when we reflect
on the relations of nations to one another. If it
be true that national greatuess of a sort has
sometimes been aoqured by dishoucsty aud vio-
lenice, it is 1o less Gine that the highet form of
nattoual greatness oeter an be founded on vio-
lenee or dishionesty, but rests to n great extent on
tho bruvery of a people. By the arts of peaceful

+ of real hbery,

the assattant might find at Lucedaemon, he would
be sare, at least, to find many hard blows ere he
could. by arrogancy or myjustice, carry off evin a
pot of the black broth.  All the possessions of
cowatds lie at the merey of the rapac ous.

Aud, althongh there lias been muech tyranny in
connection with true courage, yet, assuredly it
has been wnder the rule of brave men that the
weak have enjoyed protection and any mensure
This to seme extent was illus-
trated in anerant times under Greek and Roman

domimen 3 but has in modern times received far

more beautitul devolupments under British au-
thonty.  No one can deny that the bravest na-
tione ke been the best masier~—the most wise,
just and, on the whole, most merciful in gover-
ning those under them,  Bat on the other hnd,

as sound reasoning might jvfer, all evpericnee |

" abundantly proves that the demination of cowards

i

The truth of '

———

iz the most mererless tyrauny.

I have awelt the longer on this, inasmuch as
1 think there is a tendeney in ourtitwes to under-
rate the importance of true courage ; because 1t
was long the fashion to overrate the heroic vir-
tuez; et us beware lest we go to the other ex-
treme. The danger of this i« all the grezter from
a notion that, in praportion as men depreciate the
heroic virtues, they are sure to cultivate senti
ments of justice and trac benevolence. This is a
great crror. Wae be tothe weakand the helpless
when they fall ander the suspicious malice of the
mean and the cowardly. Know ye not that
cowardly malice finds no s ccurity hat in the uiter
destruction of the ohjeet it dreads ; while the cun-
ning. which it so artfully employs, leaves its vie-
tim little opportunity 1o resist, and hardiy any
chance to escape.

If mere cournge of iteelf be no virtue, yet, as-
suredly, cowardice is a great vice, anel the parent
of many frightful crunes.  That some of the dar-
kest of these erimes <prng from bare <elfish feare,
and are perpetrated to prevent these fears being
realiced, cannot be doubted  Nor as litle, that
men from cowardly apprehensions bave in the
haur of peril abandoned the post of duty, and in-
volved multitudes in certain destruction,  For a
man to rush wto danger, quite ont of the path of
duty, or expase himeelf to harm for no worthy
end, and from no right motive, is not rational
courage, butrather the fiei ceness of a beast, or the
phrenzy uf n fool.  Hence itis that the boldness
of many is but mese thoughtlessues. or the blind
fury of some dominant passi n, Nay—and not
to speak it paradoxieally—may not the most ter-
rible recklessuess be bt the extrame of cowardice.
2 man wants firmness to face poverty or shame
befure the world, yet hins the reckless hardihoad
to rush into the pre<ence of his God. The swaide
is cither an uller maniac, or hc is the most
guilty and pitiable of cowards.

That phy<ical cournge depenls to rome extent
on phy<ical constitutiun s as little to be demed
as iy is hard to explain.  Without stoppng to -
ve:tigate a matter so obecure, we tay, neverthes
less, safely conclude that some wen, fram their
hadily eanstit.ion. have natuml advantages for
boldness.  “This s indeed apparut from differant
states_of bady in the same man.  Cettio discas-
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1 es |I)mdm-c a temporary pusiilwimity, and the
i cudid observer would mfer thar thix is eharace-
terstic of petsonal cownrdiee. This, Ldoubt not,
aceounts for game painful oceurrences in the lite
| of men who wete known to be, in geneal, per-
‘ sous of great bravery.  Unless we Feep in mind
the camplex nature of man, we ne ver enn under-
I stand that wonderful law of action amd re-action
| betwixt the physical and mentad, which thiows
I <o much light on the nature avd conduct of hu-
i man beings.
Aud ver, after all, how mysferions iz courage t
! How hitle dov it depend on the were bones and
] museles of men, or on the general physical con-
i ~titution of thing~{ The nncient Romans, we
I ko w, were 1athor below than above the avernge
] ?\:\turu,—\h_\* ~ameanny beaflitmed of the Greeks,
l if we set aside the fictions of poetzy and keep to
suthenae history. Yet how astamshing was the
I eourage of buth peoples  But the probability s,
t what Italy, as well as Greece, contains men now,
physically as powerful as were the mimbitants
tof thewe comtries when they respeetively gave
{ law to the World The bone and mscle are sull
there, but the spitit of the Roman is gone.  Ita-
f ly isnow—and the sume thang may nearly be
" said of Greece—the abode of slaves, who either
; bow to crazy de pots, or waste their strength
" abortive chullitions after o liberty which they
" can neither acquire nur preserve. The truth
, secms to be, that national bravery depends very
I much on tire mental cotulition of . puople, and on
! those insntutions which nwise great thoughts and
' virtious emotions,  Without all this courage in
o man will cither disappear, or pass jvlo mere sav-
. nze feroaty.

And, again, how wonderful to think hovw the
brave spokenwad, or the heroie act of one man
D will communicate ite¢'f, hke an clectrie spark. to
. a whele army.  That httle bund that went on the
+ forlorn hope to bar the gates of Europe against

the despoltan: of Asin, was assuredly composed
of brave men; yet Who can doubt that the heroie
s words spohenn by Leondns made each  busomn
| glow with a double portion of Spartan fire. In
all the Sco'tish fines there was not 2 man—the
, meanest Gillie—that saw the battte-axe of Bruce
| descend on the head of the English Knierlt, who
| was not, from that mement, an igvincible hero.
\ No thuught ot defeat after that, It might or
U might not be wise in the leader of an armv at
! such a crisis thus to expose himself, yet all the
| Scottish host must have felt through that <hort
. sumer’s night that the ermsh of that battleaxe
* Id deeided the fate of the field of Bannuckburm.
i How mysterinualy does nn influence his felluw.
! men; by n single word or act he may comoble or
e may debase multitudes,
i You see that, en the whele, I think courage a
‘ valuable quality in <veh a world 23 oms.  But
then, gentlemen, it must be calm, monly, ratio-
- ngl aad virtuons 3 it mustindeed be Jike chanty,
z « eapable of hearing long aud of Lcin%.: kind" 1t
| mut be the cunrage that can face danger when
it comes, but never courts it; the conrzge that
| never boasts of its deed-, but is amply satisfied
| wher mjustice is repressed and misery allevia-
| ted. He that ks ths courage is (oo just totramn-
ple on the weak, and too birave to_ injure any
ereature.  The traly courngeous imobnli_y among
i his companivng, but a peaceful, kind-hearted and
genial man. It were, however, to take & narrow
and nustaken view of the cournge 1 recommend,
were Yull to suppose that st only Snds 2 suita-
ble ficld when an conflict with the wickedness of
men. 1t may net be questioned that it is often
as .~lnkinglr\ cxcmplified in the conflicta which
the serentific enquirer has to go through in over-
conung thote vhntacles in nature which licinthe
way of ns rescarches,  The coumge displayed by
Franklin in his first jonrney to the Palar regions,
and no doubt also 1z ks last, as well as by Parke
in Afiien, wae equal to anything ever shown
by the bravest soldier.  And who can think of
Columbus going forth on that strange voynze of
his, with these three poor barks, without” fecling
{ convineed thit there was ot in all Butope o bra-




