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Fuxgerars iv INpIA—A lady, who rcceutly went
to India to assist in a Mission school, sends us tHe fol-
lowing letter. It tolls us something about theeo peo-
ple, whose souls our Missionaries aro strivigg to con-
vert to God. \Vhat a ecene of de)usion or despair i3
the funeral of a beathen! Xlow diffurent from that
sure and certain hopo of a blessed resurcection, with
which Christians commit to the eaith the body of a
child of Go2, whoso soul God has taken o Himself.
Thiok, whetbor you are doing all you caa for the pro-
pagation of that Gospel, by. wbich the Heatbeo, who
now livin datkness, may bo mado partakers of the
sane glotious hope with oursolves,

““*w Jear Sir,—Living, as I at present do,in a
part of Madras whero funecals aro very frequently
passiog, X bave taken great interost in them, and, as
I thiuk some of your readers may feel as Ido, I veo-
ture to send a short account of the modo of bwial
here.

% As soon as possible after death the body is pre-
pared for the grave, as it must be interred withia
twenty four hours. It is dressed as when alive, with
the exception of having tbe bead shaved and bare,
instead of aturhan lu.un placed on it. TLere are
three distivet racey, viz., llu. Mussulian, the Last lo-
dian (generally of l‘ortuﬂue(c descent, and conse-
qugntl) Rowan Catholics), and Native, the latter
being subdivided iuto Curistian and lleathen § very
rarely, and only by the better classes, that 1s among
Chriztians, i3 a cofliu used. Servauts, laborers, work-
wmen, and small (radesmen coonot aft rd ity a bie- s
used instead, and i3 more or less ornamented, accord-
ing to the means of the deceased. Tbe most simple
form is that of an oblong tray, about +ix feet Joag and
twelve incbes decp, over which a sheez i+ thrown and
festooned around the cdmes. The body is laid on
this and covered with another sheet, leaving the lace
and bead exposed. The Lier has a long pole hke a
bowsprit, prejecting from  c.dber end, but longr an
front (1 suppose to steady i.), aud s placed on other
poles, and raiscd o 11 bLearers sboulders. At this
seaton (January), when fluwers are in pro.u-ion, the
tray is filled up wib taem, and very olten there is a
crimsen canopy over it, which is bung with wreaths of
ﬂowev‘ as arg al:o tize sides of the bivr.  The wreaths
of flowers do not lock quite 0 fice 2s you would be
2ptto imagine, as they nip, off the flowers close to
the head, and have no green leaves intermmgled. The
corpss is always preceded by music: the Nauve
by the di-cordant toma-tom, and the Perivguese ty o
poisz alwaost cqually ducc*can' bu.ng caazed by a
trampet and a ncfiled d.um.” TLe Ruman Cathoilc
assistants wvho precede the corpse are 23 shably a vet
of people as you can see. Tuey wear a sort of
coarse casseck, walk sometimes bareluot, sometimes
with tLik grey stockings and beavy shoes; overilie
castock tley wear an alb of mushia, which is so thin
and <o dirty that itlooks more grey tlan white. The
Mussulmans are preceded by a prrson readisg or
singing ver:cs from tite Koran. When they airive at
the grave, the corpse is takes out, wrapped in the
sheet, and 1aid in the ground, the buriing grounds
gre surrounded by high walls, to prevent the jackals
getting at the bodies, which they would do ina few
Lours urless kept of. One caste of Na.ves bury
their dead in a sit:ing postore, 0 that before the body
etiffens they set it up agajpst the wall in that atttade,
and of course the hole hae tote dug very deep to
put them in. Defose the grave is closed, the atternd-
aptsthrow cocoa-nuis :ulb° bead, for the purpose of
spliticg the skull, as it is helieved that one of the six
vital airs > contained ia iz, and wou!d not otherwise
escape. TLis is the only caste who do not burn their
dead. From what 1 bave observed since Ihave resiled
here, 1 thisk burning is the most rational way of dis-
posing of the body in these hot chimates, 2td though
revolting to Euelish ideas ia England, 1s I tbink, much
less so bere, tLan the dread of having the body devou-
red by jackald to which it & Ixabla occasionaily in
spite of precau.ione.

« When a body i« to be burned it is placed on the
pile without an¥ covering, and the wood is placed over
ity but I am told that when the fire first reaches it the
muscles coniract, and the corpss starts upin a atuag
sosture which must be rather stariling to tiese onaccuss
tomed toscch scenes. I can assute you the wicinity
of 8 burning ground, when tho wind blows from 1t, 1s
anything but egrecatle.

“Since wriung the above, I eaw the funeral of arich
Roman Catholic Chris ian pass. The body was cover-
¢d ‘with a crimron shawi, and three or fou= cloihs,
glout six yards lonz, were piaced on the ground for

v

tho procession to walk over ; when the corpso had pas.
sed, ths atenaants took up the lsste\o\h sud ran oo
to tha froot again with it

# 1" o whole expenseof tha very commonost fnueml
is about a rupee (2v.)—Gospel Missionary.
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Tug BurrenrrLy Cuasg.—Litle William ran into
bis father’s ganlen on on early eumuier’s morning, to
pluck a bunch of pioks and stocks, from bis owa
flower bLed, asa preseat to his mother, for it was her
Virthday. As ho entered tho garden be saw a beauti~
ful butterfly, Aattering Lere and there. Ther tho boy
forgot bis motber and hus flowers, and tried to catch
thenscot. At first e followed it, bending down and
writh liplt steps so a3 to -aeize it unawares; but his
desiro increased with every step, and the butterfly

scemed to lnm moro and more beawiful tho further :
it went. At last it eeitled on a yuung frait tres, which

was bearing its first blossoms.  This tree stood clo'e
to the flower bed, which bslonged specially to Wilhaw, '

aud indeed bis father had also given bim the tree.,
For which reason and also becanse it was so young

and well grown, the boy prized it exceedingly. As
Lie now saw the bulterfly resting on the blossom, ko
gprung towards it, and struck both tree and insect so
violently with hus bat, that \ll the blussomns fell to tke
ground, and two branches were broken off. ‘Lhenhe
looked down in trouble,and saw not only the branches
laing at bis Jest, but also the butterfly uite dead,
wih its Leautful wings torn acd destroyed, and bo
discovired thathe had trampled down ali his hya-
cinths and stocks and puinke.  Tnen Wiihan: returned
Lome erying and lameating, without euber flowers >
buttertfly —a p cture ot pas«xanah. cenre and grasping
after pleasure.— Krummacher.
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Quedah ; or, Siray Leaves from a Journal in Malayan
Waters. By Captsin Sherard Osbors, RN, C.B,,
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Whatever marks of anmatunty thers may bo about
the stale of Quedud, thers s no delfidicney of Lomur,
€r interest, or cicar description w at. We breathe 1o
it the very atwmospuere of ihe tropics, as e {loat along
between
Sumerisles of Ldea Ivieg in dars purple spheres of sca;
whila balf nalkied Aalaysand Enali:h tars are associ
ered end coutrasied in 2 way Lardly to be found out
of Robinson Crusoce. The special sexvize in which
Captaia O:born veas engaged was the blockade of
Quedab, in co-operation with a Siimess army, alvan-
c.ng {rom tLe continent. Quedah is a province in the
ALy penincala, ciizaally Malayap, conquered by
tLe S.aumese, and about the year 18385 reconquered by
the original owners. Tre Malays, bowever, appear
10 bave no rzcopnized national cxistence, and the aid
and countenarwce of the Eaglsh were besiowed—very
much ageinst Cajtain Osborn's sympatLies—on the
Siamese. But the contest was not a sanguinary one
on ovr side. The English force contisted only of a
single 18 nun cexvette, the Myacint?, whibh some half
dozen gun boats, manaed in a great measure by f1i-nd-
Iy Ma'ays. Its duty was merely to blackade, 2nd as
the unemy bad a great respect for Eng.d:h prowees,
the blockads never became a fiaht. The S.awmose
army alvanced, the forts fel) before it one by one, and
the ch.ef daty which fell to the lot of the English was
that of assisting their copguesed enemizs o escape
from the massacro which their viciorious alizs were
canes 1o infliet. :

Suverard Osbora, then a mi Iskipman of the Iyacind,
commaredid one of the gunboats, the Emerg!d, ailas
Numero Tergo, gr * Number Tbree,” as ber crew ua-
poetically preferred to call her.  Here Is kus introduc-
tion to them :—

“ Aly ewarthy crew reccxved their new commander
ia the heightof Malkey fenue. The gaiest pocket.
handkerchiefs tied round ther heads, aad their bodies
wrapped in the tasieful coiton plaid of the country,
called a sarong, and theiz bare legs apd rinewy arms,
wib the warlke creese, gave them the airof as many
pame-cocks.  Not a soul of them could speak a word
of Englsh, and until I could master enongh hlalay
to be understocd, my sole means of communication lay

tbrougb afi individual who introduced bimselfl tome

as *Iambo, Sir "—laterpseter, Sir! ¢ And a vexy
dirty one, 103, I meatally added.” .
Language, however, does not seem to have been
long a difficulty. lle soon mastered sufficisnt to com-
municate pretfy freely with bis chief officer, Yadee, a
very remarkabic character indeed. Boro among the
Batas, a wild ..ce who lived ia trees, and bad the

rzputatios of canpibals, he was captared in some ma-
] N -

rauding expedition, and begau i as a slava on, hoard
aMalsy pirata, By ekitl and bravery he got advanged
to the rank of p fighting man, and after a vayiety of
ndveotures found biniscIl av last in & Siogapore pri-
son, under sentence of death. A bappy cbancs saved
‘bim. A Cbinese murderer way to be.oxecuted ; tho
execulioper. yas misaing ; and Jadea. wos..only too
glad.to» .9}y.\ho vacant place, and win his freodom
with no ,.eater.ponalty thon the appellagion of Jaok
Xetch, which ever after stuck by him. TFaught by
experionce, he now took service with the Cogpany,
auy 50 bacame sc;ang, or boatswain to the Lmerald,

Laptain Osborn has a bigh opinion of tho Malaya.
Ho thinks, them an il used race, driven iuto .piragy
by counticued _persecution—a sin which he eaddles
cbicfly upon the Dutch—but posseased of highor quas
litigs, mental and, bodily, than most of the tribes who
havo gained a higber placo ig our favor.. Wo do.
wroug, be thinks, in omitting to culuvate more fxjendly
r¢lations with them. Tbeso are bis reflections, aftor
aan account of along and laborious expedition with
them :—

«I havo been thus minute in the last two days’
operations to, show the reader how zcaloussdonile,
and cheorfulthe Malays could be when tho o.cnsxop
required it. " They bad no ratisns sinco the previous
day, at about 8 a.n., and no water since the previous
night ; they bad been twenty-four hours upon thefr
oars during tho last forty hours, yet not a murmur
escaped them 5 and I woald defy ceaman of any no>
tion to bave exce.led them in any quality which makes
a sailor valoable. I caranot but feel that, in a nation
Lke ours, posses:ing a vast colonial cmpire, which, xa
the eventof a wur, eities Jor our commercial supres
macy with Ameriea, or for our ¢ivil and religious li-
bertizs with despo:iz Larope, we might be sorely
pressed to efend, it behoves every loyal man to ches
ish and vphold a racs of siilors who combmne, vith
all their fanlts and all their vices, many of the, finest
autributes of a eeafaring puople. They may be pirates,
they may be buccanecrs; so were wej asd wo stid
jride ouzselves upoa the naval glories of men who
fourded bur repuzation as a tasal wation upon what
was rothing lesz than rollery upun the Ligh_seas.—
Restrain and bring the Mulays under our role gently,
and they will servs us heardsy znd zealowsly in the
bour of Lngland’s need ; they are the best raco of
colouial sailors wo posse:a; gr.nd them down, shoat
tbem down, paddle over tbu.x, and they will join tho
Gr:t enamy and be th > own avengers”

But it 13 by nomer~ Captamn Osbora’s habit to bg
didactic. Rufleiurs and moraliiags are brief and
ecarce. ‘The jourral is what a journal should be,n
nareative of things s=2u and done,.with just enough of
what was feit and thou skt to five a Luman interest %o
it. Here 13 & specimen of Cesczipton clear enongh
for Landseer to ngint from :—

¢ Paseing clear of the belt of mangrove, we soop
floated amongst the Juxuriant vegetation of an Indian
juncle; the underwood kere and there giving place
0 emall patches of prass or weed. Large alligators,
which bad been astore on ether bank, lauached
therselves glowly nto the c¢reck, or turned round
and kept a steady watkch with their cruelooking yelo
low cyes. Bright colored iguanas and strango sbaped
lizards shuffi=d along ths banks, or lay in the branch-
¢s of trees, puffing themselves u:p as to look like noth-
ing caxthly ; the shiiil cry of the peaben, and the
cternal chattesing of the moukeys, pavo life and ani-
mation to a «.ene Which did pot lack interest or bean~
ty. DPushing our canoc in amonest the overhaoging
wild vinesand creepers, so asio hide her, we.sat smo-
king cur cigars to await the curiosty of the mon-
kers. It was not Jong before they commenced their
gambols br attempts to frighten vs. A »trim; of black
opes, whoso glossy coats rculd Lave vied in beanty,
wih that of a black bear, camo breaking through .the.
trees with franticerizs, and threw lbemselves acToss
the creck, acd back sonin with amazing energy 3
then a boarse cound madae us turn suddenly withaa
flasking suspicion _of Malay treachery,.lo meet tha
gaz¢ of a face almost human, with a lung grey beard,
which was carnestly watching us through the foliage of
a wibered tree; bring a gun to the sboolder,and
the old man's bcad wonld be geen to leap away.upon
tlo disproportionato body of somo ape. Bot nothing,
could equal in ludicrous interest a fomily monkey,
scenc tzking place in some clear spot at the basy of
a tree. Thore a raspectable papa might be sozn
seatod at the roots, stretching ont his logs, epjoying.
the laxury of a scratch, and overiooking with patriam
chbal pride, and ©o small degree of watchfolness, the
gambols of bis son or daughter; while with fond ao.

Licitaiiza bis bejter_balf, a graceful femals wopkey,



