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Fennersl- very fr-equctntly cxclige therni-
seiros i£or not geviîîg mlore lik.'taIly te the
Chureh echoîines on the plea timt it is
difficult lor themu te obt uuoney for
miarketable producc. Even wc&dlhy farin-
etr, are hie.rd boaistirncs te say : IlOi, I
would gladly give something, but really
I have net the inow~y ; I have smiàeep alld
cattle but I cannot sel theni te adantage,
and com-.iqucntly 1 catunot give. " Thmis
niannor of excusing eue's self niay seemn
plausible but it is netm.onest. If a mail
lias net the money, let lirn go te his flock
ef sheep and pick eut oe ef the best and
sel! it at the earliest opportunity and give
the preceeds te Christ ; let hii go te ]Lis
-Lord of cattle and mrtke choice of a good
a-oirnal wvhich he cani sel! te the Lest pos-
sible advaatage and throw the price iute
the Lerd's Treasury. Let hini go te his
granary aud measure eut a number of
bushiels of wheat or oats anid consecrate
the saine te tua Lord. Tii! mn linestly
eudeaver te inet the demiands of justice
and to coinply with the requirernents of
the Gospel, it is useless foi themt te talk
about thodifficulty of obtainiug money
for religieus purposes.

THE PLIEA 0F reVERTY.

Another plea that is oftea urged, with
mueh effect is thât of poverty. "H« e is
se poor Le cannot give." 1f a mnan's
povarty lmiasne oinethrough any fauit
ef Lis own -the plea, inay doubtloss ba a
good one ; but if his poverty is the result
ef idleuess and carelesssess, er of extra-
vaganco and folly, it will net avail fer
him te say, I arn so poor 1 canuot givo.
It is a sin for a person te be peer, if ho
couI4 Latve houestly and conBizbtently been
richi. a ins as no-right te misimpreve
the tinie and talents and opportunities
which God lias given te hiin.

It is most niarVellous -how men Whe
read the Bible aud Who profess te ba

Christians do excut, tlicnîsulves for net

givizîg tioro inoticy for the support of
reli>gioeus ortli:î,.ncs at home, and for
inissioînry operations iii heathen -land".
Looeking at tlmcir.con;fortable housc.i and
large harîîs. th'eir fino horses and elogaaît

euriages, their extensive farrns and pros-
poroiîs businces conceruis, an(l Lcariîag
theni pr-cacbihîg and praying, talking andi
singiug, and then Nvatching theîn as they
drop a tv.cnity.fivo or fifty cent piece into
the collection for the Hume or Foreign
Missions, one is ferced te tho conclusion
that theore, is a strange discrepancy be-
tween their profession *and practico. The
world miay well asic %vhietlhr thoso Chris-
tians are sincere in thuir professions? Are
they lionest ?

Tho truth is thero is too rnuch

DL9SHONESTY IN THE CHURClI

Dishonesty, do yent say? Yes, dishonesty.
irninediately after the day of Pentecosti
when the Christians wyere Ilfull of faith
and of the Holy Ghost," liow readily did
they sell their property and briùxg the
proceeds te the aposties. Thore wvas ne
necti of earnest and oft-repeated appeals
then te eall forth tlheir lihcrality. There
-%vas ono0 mani, Ilowevcr, Wlio, while hie
-vas anxieus te ho remeiiiboredl among the
disciples and te hold as higli a hecad as
(lid the others, wvas se dishenest as te try
te deceive and cheat the Lord. The over-
pewering love of gelti prornpted te that
selfislh and dishonorable precceding which
resulted in death. Ananias lins his fol-
lowvers stili : se hias Sappllira. They înay
Le founti iii every congregation. They
seleinnly proniisé amd covenant te "' give
ef their substance as Qed niay presper
them for tho advanceînent of Ris cause,"
but they de net even try te keep the
covenant or te fulfil the promise. Why
is it that our Churchi treasury is enipty ?
Why is it that earnest appeals corne from
the East and f romt the West fer mission-
ùries te preacli the Gospel te the heathen,
and oitr Church authorities have te, reply:
IlWe cannot send yeu inissionareies
New fields are openig up; China, India,


