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The Commerclal certainly enfoya a very
much larger clrculation among the busi.
ness community of the vast regton Iying
bhetween lake Superlior and the Pacife
coast than any other paper In Canada,
dally or weekly  The Commercial alsa
reaches  the leadlng wholesale, commis
slon. manufacturing and fAuanclal honses
of Easteru Canada,

WINNIPEG, AUGUST 3, 1901,

THE EXHIBITION,

The Winnipeg Industrial Fxhibition
held during the week now closing has
apparently proven as great an attrace
tlon as ever to residents of Western
Canada and the neighboring portions
of tae Unlted Statex. The attendance
Irom outside points wak so large that
many had ditliculty In securing ace
commodation notwithstanding all the
arrangements made for housing and
feeding the crowds, Raflway tralns
coming Into the city from all giree-
tions have veen crawnded to the doors
every day sinee the end of last week,
and beskdes those brought In fn this
way many people drove Into the ofty
from nearby pointg, Thig may vafely
be taken as the falrest measure of the
opularity of the show and the direc-
tors are to e congratulated upon the
splendtd  attendance  secured. ‘There
might have been a st larger attend.
ance but for the fact that haying
operations and the near approach of
the wheat harvest kept many farmers
A home, .

A fafrly complete description of the
exhibitfon Iiself is given In another
part of this {ssue. The big feature har
again been the Hve stock exhibits, and
it may falrly be safd that a fluer ag-
gregation of pure bred stock of all de-
seriptions 1t would be hard to find.
The cexhibits of manufectures, while
quite  representative, were not as
numerous as might be wished. Thuse
which were shown were very credit-
able and ndicate that the west I8
slowly developing  along  this  Jine.
There was 3 f{alr array of art pro-
ducts and fancy goods. The tlme is
not suitable for profuse cxhibhts of
agricultural  products but there was
still a falr representation of theseaand
wizo of dalry products.

‘Tho sports and attractions’ features
seem o have been as pleasing and
popular as ever and the crowds have
gone home apparently well satisfled
with the arrangements made for their
amusement.

In town there has been the usual
amount of calling and socirl Inter-
course among business people. Whole-
sale merchants have entertalned all
callerg from the country in good style
and some business has been exchang-
cd as well,

SPELTZ.
Dr. Saunders, director of ¢hie Domin-
ion government's experimental farms
was before ¢he select standing com-
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mittee on agriculture and colonlzation
ot the house of commons fn March
giving evidence on the results of his
work and in the course of his very ine
toresting and valuable nddresses took
acersbon to suy of speltz:

In  ondnuing  my  cvidence this
morning in connection with the exper-
Imental farms, 1 wizh to eall your at-
tention In 2he first place to a3 varlety
of wheat which has been much lauded
In some of the secdmen’s catdlogues
for «he pust  year, and which s
known ag speltz wheat,  This (s dif-
ferent from ordinary wheat, in that
e chaft f9 not casfly  separated, 1t
does not skeparate by threshing  unfess
yau have speelal appatatus  for  the
purpose, and it sticks almost as cloxe-
Iy 8 moat varictles of barley. It has
been highty recommoended for  feeding
stack and has been xtited to yhatd @
very much large quantity of grain
than other varteties of cereals that are
usedd for this purpose.  This 48 not 1
tew thing, It was tested at the ex-
perfiental farms some ten o ceven
years ago, when we timported  several
vartetic® of Speltz wheat for trial, It
Is a wheat that s grown in the moun-
talnus distrlets in some parts of Bu-
rope where the 1and 18 very poor and
will produce a crop tn comparatively
unfavorable soll It 1s like rye ta that
regpect, and will pwt up with a smailt
amount of fertiiity {n <he land and wilt
&lve a botter crop under such circum-

stapces than ordinary wheat.  The Te-
sults of our varly experiments  wene

not envouraging, we dtd not flnd 1
equal to our best barleys for food and
{0 (did not produce as well, =0 afier
twe or three years we  abandoned it
and did not ¢ake 4t up apain until {t
wax revived and began to be adver-
tired by some scedmen In the western
ftates two years ago. ¢ was then
tested §n Dakota, and In the autumn of
1N, when visiting ¢he  experimental
station In that state, T hieard 4¢ spoken
of favorably, and ordered another sup-
ply to test It agaln in Canada. The
results last year were as follows: It
yieldad at the Central  Experhmental
‘Farm 2000 pounds per acre. at Nap-
pan 2,610 pounds, at Brandon 2710
pounds, at Indian Head 1,320 and at
Agasydz L3310 pounds, making an aver
age yield at the experimental faring of
2008 pounds.  Taking the bushel at
the ondinary standard of wheat at 60
pounds to <he bLushel, this would be
vqual to 33 bushels 28 pounds, or com-
paring 1t with barley with which 1t s
more comparable at 48 pounds per
buchel It gave an average of 41 bush-
ols 40 1bs to the acre,  The sIX best
yielding varletier of barley which we
have ¢gested for the past five or six
years at the experimental farms have
averaged 47 bushelz A0 pounds per
acre, showing a Httle over six bushels
per acre in favor of the darley., in-
dicating that the speltz wheat i3 not
=3 wonderfully superior to barley as
has been represented by some of the
feedsmen, A¢ ¢he same time this var-
I»ty of wheat may have its use in some
parts of the Dominton where the land
ts poor and where it may be difftcult
to grow other wheats to advantage.

On belng questionéd as to the value,
«%¢., of speltz Dr. Saunders stated that
It is usually sold at ahout the same
price as barley, or in figures at from
40 1o 50¢ per bushel, but thag in Am-
erica sevdsmen have this  year dbeen
asking as high as one dollar per hush-
¢} for §t.  The measured bushe] usunl-
v welghs about 45 pounds.

These statements  reganding this
grain are fn¢eresting In view of the
fact that a number of Manftoba farm-
erg are growing speltz this year from
whish they are hoping tu get very su-
perlor results In feeding stock. The
qeed used by Manitoba farmers cost
for ¢he most part S1.50 per bushe) and
<hey were 1ed 20 expect  wvery  large
ylelds of the graln.

THE JUNE BANK STATE-
MENT.

The Dominlon government has just
published its monthly statement of
bank returns covering the month of
June. The position of the country s
finances as embraced In  this  state-
ment  shows  Improvement Loth as
compared with the previous month
and the same month of the previous
yvear. The combined peld-up capliat
i3 now $GT.095.71S, a3 compared with
$U7.000,2580 at the end of May and $64,-
730,145 at the end of June, 1900. The

combined reserve amounts to $30,437.~
o6, ax against $I6,.402,943 for May
and 382,792,608, The amount of hank
notes In circulatlon mmounts to $19,.
119419 as against $16,148,231
May $45.577,4987.  The domestle  dee.
mand deposits amount to $ULNOT,818
a8 agamst  $O3,500,058 in May and
$IDTOLR00 W year ago. ‘The untice de-
poxlts  amount  to 222

2208TTOIG as
aganit 2 THST i May  and

$ITTSSLH o year ago Depasita from
foretzn paris amount to $2),63%969 ax
aRalnst $22,210.088 1y May. These are
the  matn  features of the ltabilittes
stde of the account. The total Habilg.
il?a of th: banks amount to $317.:420..
WGLoas aganse $411,181,750 In May
FHOZNA2TN 4 yeur aga. )

AS regards assets  the statement
shows that at the end of June the
chartered banks held woecle to the
hlmount of $11.613,053 as against $11,.
9§j. 76 at the ond of May and $10.-
10868 2 semt ago . Dominton notes ty
the amount of $19.088,896; as against
WS2T0 i May and £ XX YT
year agn. call loans domestle amount
to $RATBLY and forelgn $iL.199.981
A3 against §32,961442 and  $£39,166,-
$97 pespectively at the end of May,
Canadlan current loans faot up to the
large total of $2S2.872134 as against
$AST.R0G,997 at the end of May. Be-
sides these amounts the assets show
considerable money fnvested In gov
eriment  xecuritics, municipal
e, ete.

securl.

HARVEST HELP PROBLENM.

The prafrie wheat belt seems to be
confronted with & very serlout problem
i1 the searelty of labor for the harvest.
Climatle  conditions this season have
favored a remarkably rmak growth,
With the large Increase in the crop
area and the enormous bulk of straw
to be handled, the harvesting of our
graln eraps wiil entafl an  Immense
amount of 1abor upon the farmers. It
Is one of the features of our mode of
farming In the West, that a large
numbver of extra men are required dur-
ing harvest. Where wheat or grain is
almost the sole interest of & large num-
ber of the farmers, the years's work is
crowded into a short perfod. A farmer
who may require half i\ dozen men dur-
Ing harvest, can get along with one
man durlng a conside: \bie part of the
year. Ono way to ove. ‘ome this situ-
atlon would be to grow less grain, or
give more attention 0 stock, etc..
which would give employment for more
men during other scasons of the year.

Thig, hewever, will not help the pres-
ent situation. It 13 estimated that we
will require as many as 20,000 harvest
hands from outside in addition to the
usual home supply. Two years ago.
with a smalter crop area and & much
ughter crop, over 10,000 persons were
brought In from the cast to assist in
the harvest. This would Indicate that
the 20,000 estimate is not really exces-
alve., Men are well employed in the
I2ast this year and wages are high
there, so that the prospect of obtaining
the required assistance from tho east
ern provinces docs not scem encourag-
ing. It has been suggested that & num-
ber of men could be procured from the
new settiements In Northern Alberta
but the surplus supply there, If any,
would be limited. Possibly the Japan-
ese population of British Columbis,
who are a thorn in the side of the labor
eclement ot that province, might be
drawn upon to a limited extent, but it
13 doubtful if they would be of much
service In the harvest fleld. The maln
supply of useful farm help must be
drawn {rom the older provinees or from
the States to the south, and if they
cannot be procured in that direction
there wil undoudtedly be a shortage.
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The States Immediately south of the

boundary alsv require o large
number  of extra havvest hands
ut  about the same time as
they  are  wunted  hete, so0  that

we cantot get many from that quarcter.
If an effort I8 to be made to bring men
from the States, it will have to be
done in districts further south than the
border States.

Chicago Country Hide Market,

£arly 4n the week, says Hide and
Luathier, i few ears of hides were re-
ported =old on basis of Y¢ for No. 1
shortehafted buffs, bul later the mar-
ket had 2 set back of Yo whieh led to
the purchase of several cars ot buffs
by . Wisconsin tanner at 84he.  Cone
ditlons are not  fully  settled.  The
larges number of catile being forced on
dhe market from the drouth districts
It is clalined Wil add to the supply of
Hghe hides, expectally with the packe
ors, Fastern markets are apparently
less rigld and prices are as low if not
fawer than in Chicgo It 4s dlatmed
the deaters here are well sold up on
nearly all clisses of hides, and are not
inelined to spreeulate at present prices.

No 1 heavy ocows, ) pounds and
up, free of grubs and  brands, have
been held at 10 to 11c for some time.
A few sold at the fnslde price and
Il.}t:.«r a lu;zc“tor loss t{]»:lm n c.‘ir lot

arnes2 selectlan quotable O3%ce
No, 2, 93¢, K at 10%e

No. 1 heavy steers, 60 pounds and
over, free nf grybs and brands, are in
fair call at 91, 1o M4, Several cars
Wwere taken at the outside price for
short hatred stock,

Branded hides, which run a talr per
cent of steers averaging 33 to H4
pounds, are quoted at 84 and 9¢ flat.
Coundry teceipts all welghts above 40
pounils, Slie.,

No. 1 buffs, 10 to ;0 pounds, free of
Krubs and brands, are selllng for short
hafred at $%: No, 2 at le per pound
less, ‘Ihe market 18 pretty well clean-
ed up at this price. Long haired stock
quoted at Ntie.

N9. 1 extremes, 23 1o 40 pounds, free
of zrubs and brands, 4n moderate de-
nand.  Sale two cars short-hairad at
Sther No,o 2 ad Tte.  Long haired
hides qunted at SYe.

Bulls, all welghts, are selling at 8%c
tlas for original lots.  Market is called
steady.  Several lots were taken <his
week.

No. 1 calfsking, S to 13 pounds,
which ar> classed as  countries, are
quoted at 11 to 114e. No. 2 1Y%e per
pound less. The market is ~ather
quit,  Sale price same week one year
azo was e,

Noa, 1 city calfskinsz, S to 15 pounds,
have recently sold at 113; and 12¢: No.
2 14 per pound less. The mmrket s
considered steady at these prices, Sale,
one car citles and outside citles in
bundle condition at 12¢.

No. 1 short  haired kips welghing
from 15 to 25 pounds, in falr demand
at 9 to Mie; Na, 2, Tle less,  Long
haired sking dull and have to be sold

cheap for glove leather.  Nominal
quotntiong, 8 to SYc.
Deacons, In pood demand, Skins

welghing from 7 to S pounds,
2aken off. command S2lc;
pounds, e,

Slunks, quoted at 20 to 30c; packers,
M to 521, Market quiit.

‘Hoageking are selling flag at 30 t 32
1h¢: on selectlon as high as H0c¢ for No.
1.  The demand 43 not as urgent.
Tanners complain on account of  the
bad skinning, S0 many skins nearly
worthless.

No 1 horse hides, country lots, sell-
ing from S3.20 to 0.235. The demand
te not brisk at present. Many of the
tanners have falr stocks of  winter
hides on hand and are neglecting the
summer  hides. No, 2, §1, less;
gxl!s and ponies, $1.25 to $1.50: colts,
U,

well
under T

A combine has been formed in the
United States for the purpose of cone
trolling the flint glass bottle business.
There are about fifty factories making
these goods §n  the country. Prices
have already been ralsed.

The Commercint has been favored
with a copy of a chart showlng full
detalls of  the metric system of
welzhta and measures, which has been
bublishal by The Canadlan Engincer
of Toronto. The principal upon which
this system §s founded 1s already falrs
Iy well understood by business men
but {t has remained for the publishers
of this chart to put the vatious feate
ures Into such concize form that they
can bhe compared with our prescnt
English system at a glance.



