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The Commercial

A Jourmal of Commerco, Industry and Finance,
spocially dovoted to the intercsts of Western
Canads, fncluding that portion of tintario
west of Lake Superior, the provinces
of Maultoba and Uritish Colum.
bia and tho Territorics.

Eleventh Year of Publication
ISSUED EVERY MONDAY
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SubscrierioN, $2.00 rer ANXUM (in advance.)

ADVERTISING IRRATES MADE KNOWN ON
APPLICATION.

Fino Book and Job Printing Departments.
£ Oftico, 186 James St., East,

JAMES E. STEEN,
Publisher.

The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business community
of the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coa<t, than any other naper in Canada,
daily or weekly., By a thorough system of per-
sonnl solicitation, carried out annually, this jour-
nal has been placed upon the desks of the great
majority of business men in the vast district des-
ignated above, and including northicest Ont-
ario, the provinces of Manitoba and Brituh
Columbia, and the territorics of Assiniboia
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leading wholesale, commission,
manufacturing and financial houses of Eastern
Canada.
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Origin of Fyfe Wheat.

Two_weeks ago Tux ComMMERrciAL published
a clipping from the Elevator and Grain Trade,
& chicago journal, which placed the origin of
Fyfe wheat in Manitoba, about 1858, 1ln the
following issue of Tig CoyMMercraL—last week
—a letter was published from Robert Eliot &
Co., of Milwaulice, Wisconsin, claiming that
this famous wheat was first grown in Wiscon-
sin, a few years earlier thao tho date fixed of
itsalleged origin in Manitoba. Tie CoMMERCIAL
has now received a letter from Geo. E. Bower,
of Vancouver, British Columbia, who says that
both these accounts as to the origin of the wheat
are ‘away off.” Mr. Bowersays: ““Tho ac-
count of its origin as given, is altngether wrong.
If you will write to James Fyfe, Otonobee, On-
tario, or Dr. Jas. Fyfe, of Peterboro. (descend-
ents of the original grower) you will receive a
vory interesting account of its {rue origin, that
will, I am sure, be of great interest to your
readers in Manitoba where it is so widely
grown,”

Tue CoxnmeReial was aware of the fact that
the origin of red Fyfe wheat was credited to a
man by the name of Fyfe, of Ontario, and we
merely published tho item from the Chicago
paper as a matter of news, and with the expec-
tation that it would draw forth a reply. The
parties referred to by Mr. Bower have been
communicated with.
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Production of Gld in 1801,

Year by year the gold production of the
world is increasing, and the results for 1991
were the largest on record. In round numbers
the production for the last five years was as
follows: 1887, 5,097,600 ounces ; 1888, 5,251,
009 ounces; 1889, 5,641 000 ounces ; 1S90,
5,556,000 ounces, and 1891, 6,033,000 ounces.
For the first time in many years there was a
slight set-back in 1890. A noticeable feature
of recent years has been the development of the

Witwatersrand gold fields, Tae production of
these ficlde has been as follows ; 1837, 34.397
ounces ; 1888, 230,917 ounces ; 1889 379 733
ouunces; 1890, 494,805 ounces, and 15891,729 213
ounces, Adding in 1891 the output of other
Trausvaal gold fields, which amounted to about
107.000 ounces, the total production of tho
Trausvanl for 1391 reaches 836,230 ounces. For
the current year it is expected that the produe.
tion will quite reach 1,250,000 ounces, Ia 1853
the Transvaal only produred 44 per cent of the
world’s yield, but in 1891 the proportion had
riren to 13 3 per cpnt, and this year it is toler-
ably certein to reach 21 por cent.  The follow-
ing was the production in 1890 for the countriea
named: United States, abous 1,536 50() ounces;
Australia, 1,469,200, and Russia, 1,019,000. As
the roturn for these countries has not altered
to an{; large oxtent, the Transvaal will probab.
ly take the third place for the current year,
and very likely the second place in 1893, "Min.
jng in the Trausvaal Las not yet reached its
culminating point, as new mines are being
constautlg’ opened, and old ones still further
developed.

Feeding Wheat in England.

Tbis year’s English wheat does not improve
1 auality, aud the prico obtainable fbr it (258
to 29s), is 80 low that farmers are using an un
usually large percentage of it for catile feed-
ing ; although in the opinion of practical cattle
breeders there is a limit in this direction
beyond which is unwise to go, no matter how
cheap wheat is ; the chief breadstufl, in fact, is
ccustdered by many practical men asthe reverse
of a good cattle food.—Becrbohm.
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Cloves.

The clove of commerco is the dried unex.
panded flower of a beautiful aromaric green
tree, supposed to huve been originally produced
exclusively on the Moluccas o Clove Lelauds,
bat now largely cultivated on all the neighbor-
ing islands, also in Pepang, Zavzibar and the
West Indics. In Zanzibar and other ports on
the cast coast of Africa, the flower buds are
gathered as soon as they have lust their green
color and turned red. They are dried by ex-.
posure to the sun. Thus without further
process they acquire the*brown color which we
see.

The finest cloves come from Prnang and con-
tain large yellow heads, with thick bodies full
of oil. “Theclove tree wually begius to yicld
at the age of six years and bears semi-annual
crops—in Junp and December. The average
crop of the clove tree may be estimated at
about five pounds, though the quantity varies
in different years, localities and species.

Ingurancs Dividends.

Too often & atruggling business man pays life
insurance premiuwms with a grudge, aud a hazy
idea, that he is putting money in a rat hole;
and indeed wich aome of the new wild schemes
of mutual insurance he is doing that. Iv is
different with a good company, especially when
dividends oa a policy begin to accrae.

As an iuvstance of this the publisher of this
journal received a few days ago a voucher for
¥94.80,a five years divison of profits on a $2,000
ordinary life policy ia the Mutual Life Iusur-
ance Co. of New York. This amount would
pay nearly a year and a half of premiums, and
is a shade better than a savings bank rate of
interest on all the monies paid by the insurer,
while the $2,000 in case of doath stands intact.
Investments of that kind are good ones for a
business man to make.

(assia Buds.

Cassia buds are the dried uaripe fruit of
Canton Cassia. They have some resemblance
to cloves, but are smaller and of darker color,
%ndkhavo the taste and flavor of the cassia

ark,

A New Alloy, Manganine.

The name of mangamne has been given to a
now elloy broughe forwarl in Germany as o
materal of grent rosisting power, aid which
consists of copper, uickel and mangwose, The
spoafic resistanceof this article iv given as for-
ty two microhm centimitres ; thas is higher
oven than that of nickelene, which bas hithecto
passed as the best resistiog wstal.  Auaother
advantsge of manganine is ity bonhavior ander
variations of heat, tha resistangoe, it islamad,
being atfected only in a minuts degees by high
temperatares 3 on this account iv 14 adapted to
tho masufacture of measuring tastiuasnts and
of clectrical apparatus in general, thoe which
are required to vary their rosistases 'o agslight
a degree as possible under different drgrees of
heat. A farther intoresting fact is mentioaed,
namely, that while other metals increasy their
vesistanco by the raicing of the temperature,
that of mspgauine is dimisished,

Condiments and Spicsé.

Of all epices mustard js tho most subject to
fraud the possibilities of adulteration without
detection being great; and it is frequently
a leged in deference of this practice thut pure
mustard canaot bo caten, Puie mustard is nota
strong heavy yellow, but of a whitish tingo.
This 18 aneasy 1e-t of purity . Motisten o small
pieco of common wasbing soda ; rub it well on
a poton of 1ae mastard , of the .uastard takes
a reddish color, it is adalierated,

CustoMER—What is the matt®r with that
cheese ¥

Grocer (quietly)—¢*Nothing serious, as I can
perceive.”

Customer —‘But surely there is. It seems
to be alive with maggots,”

Groces (much relieved)—*‘Is that all? Then
itis uli right; for as long as there islife there
is hope.”

‘Toe Wholesale Grozera Association of Mon-
treal held their avnual meetiog on Deoc. 16, at
which the following officers were clicted for
the eosving year: Geo.CHilds, President; Chas,
P. Herbert, Vice-Presidens , 3. 7 Do, Trea.
surer. Directors: Chas. Chaput, W, WV, Loc-
kerby, and J. C. Rose. ()mmit ecof Arbitra-
tion: Geo. Forbes, Win. Kinloeh, H. Laporte,
and H. 1. Regan.

The Winnipeg narket fee will this month ex-
ceed those of any previous mcath since thero
has been n mnarket inspector in \Winnipeg.
Neatly 8400 has been collzcted to date. Isic
not time Winnineg should have a free market?

LEeATHER is 50 chea) in the Unated States
says the shoe and leather-reporter, that a good
button boot can be made solid throughous at
93c and S1, and less. The covsumer secuces
more valne than ever in the odern medium.
priced shoes ; genuine materials are put ioto
everythiog cxcept such low-priced shoes that
it is impossible to make them of actual leather.

A rumor has been circulated to some extent
that Gordoo, Mackay & Co., wholesale dry
gouds, Tutvate, contemplate vinding ap bust-
ness.  This has probably occurred through the
liquidation of a Moantreal tirm bearing a some-
what similar name, but in no way connected
with the Toronto houso.  Gorden, Macksy &
Co. is one of the most prosperous firns in Ca-
nada. They apnounce by circular that they
have no intention whatever of rvetiring, but
will continue to prosecute business as energe-
tically as in the pasc.

By a simple system of registered numbers
Mesars ‘Tuckett & Son can tell which of their
workmen manipulated any rarticular plug of
their “Myrile Nasy"” tobacco, if tho caddy
which contsined it is known. Should auvy im-
petfection be fourd in any plug, thercfore, they
caa at onco sinzle out the workinan—{rom
among their 400 hands—who is tespuasicle for
it. This system v-0.ks so thoroughly that the
complaiuts do not average ono for evecy 206,000
plugs turncd out.
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