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owes gratefil thanks for the benefit adlvertisemtients
bring im. They arc a convenient directory to what-
ever line of inquiry lie desires to pirsuie. hie reader
of a newspaper wlio skips the ,ads" lias not properly
learned iow to to rcad a newspaper. To every reader
tiere is news in onc or another line.

AFFAIRS IN MONTREAL

H i lonth has not develOpe( anythilng strikingly
iew in the printing bIISiIess an Montreal, or

in the branci of trade to whicli it is related. The
larger printing establishments, espccially those whichi
are allied with one or the other of the city naews-
papers, report a business fully up to the average, but
il tie case of somte of the smîaller establishments, of
which tIe nusmier is grcat, the coipetition for trade
iust be pretty keen if a leading type-fouinder is to

be believed, and he certainly ouglt to khow. The
work turned out las been of the sort ussually charac-
teristic of the season, calendars, al.uanacs, etc., con-
stititing the bilk of it. Somte of the productions
arc ratlier above tIe average, notably the calendars
of several of the nstrance companies, the typographi-
cal work of Vhiclh is perfect, while tIe litlographic
and wood cut designs are realy artistic. This is a
step iii advance for fornerly i has been notorious
tliat Montreal was beliid the procession when it
canie to higlh class lithographic and color work, which
had to be execited soimcwhere else where the facilities
werc more advaniced.

The piaper market lias not exhibited any furtier
change siice our last report. There is still talk of
the combine, libt the palper ianufacturers lire to
whon your correspondent has spoken are put out
with titis title. wliicli they hold creates an erroneous
impression, and one not in accord witli ti actial
facts of te case. Tiheir citoiners licar of the coin-
hinse and tlink tlat prices have been advanced, for
ste terni combine usially tends to create the belief
that prices are to be advanced. Now, the paper
maakers claii iliat thaey have niot, but that rates on
the various descriptions of paper have siiply beci
equalized, and that as an actual natter of fact buyers
are now getting somte lines of pIaper chcaper iltan
what they paid for tlci previous ta the agreement
and in fact they hold that the munch talked of agrece-
uent, pcrsistently miscalled a combine, is sinply an

understanding by which the iakers agrec to try and
prevcnt cuttinîg and underselling. That the paper
trade have been successful in titis seems certain, for
one of tlhe sialler firns, who froma their position
would b>e certain to lcar of any citting, stated that
the agreement was working perfectlv, and tlhat the
complaints silice its inception, two mionths ago, had
bean few and unimportant. Of cour.;e soie of their

customers had tried the usual " bluff" act, for investi-
gation proved that it was bluff and nothing else. As
a atter of fact buyers liad really nothaing to coi-
plain of, as the only lines of paier that werc any
higier were chelap printing paper, and brown wrapping
paper, and now, to anyone well acquainted with the
paper trade it was notorious thiat money hiad never
beeri nade on any of these lines previouasly and even
now the amargin was not tnreasonable by any mieans,
and witl regard to the hIigher grades of paper there
laad really been no advances, in fact in somne cases,
as nentioned above, values were really lower. It
may be said that several bivers who werc interviewed
admitted that the above about represented the position
of affairs at present, but they still persist in naintain-
ing their belief that a combine was eitlier fornied or
in process of formation.

As to the volume of trade in paper during the
nonth, the dimensions of business have been nioderate.
This is due partly to the fact that sone buyers are
incertain how to act, while ilost of thIe large pur-

chasers have contracted a considerable way ahîead,
and arc out of the market at present.

As to the type-foanders and printing ink dealers,
they do not report much activity and there is no
special feature to note in their case. In fact one of
the leading type.fotinders complained that business
was diuil.

The condeamsnation of the Canada Revue, a periodi-
cal witl strong radical, in fact atieistical, leanings,
by the R<oman Catholic bislops, lias been one of the
live topics in the newspaper world hîere. After the
clelebrated scandal whichi arose ont of the relations
bctveen the wife of a leading Frencli-Canadian lawyer
and a priest whîo afterwards skippcd to France, the
journal naned opened a vigorous canpaign against
what it teraned the evil lives of the French Canadian
priests. A warning issuced by the Bishiops was ignored
entircly and the articles kept up and finally the
faithful thlirouîghouat the Province werc prohibited by
tieir various clergy fron buying, reading, or even
naaming the offending paper. In response to this in-
terdiction the paper canie ont witli tIe statement
that hIe condemnation was undeserved. It holds
that it lias asked the Bishops to point out the articles
wiiclh they condemn and then goes on to repeat its
denand that those wliose presence is a blemislh to
the clcrgy be expelled from it. It is needless to say
thtat the lishops also ignore the request, and now
the speculation aiong the fraternity of the pencil
is wlictler tlie Revue will be able to live under such
a handicap as this. It certainly lias shown a figliting
spirit, and seems to thiink tlat its accusations are
vell founded.

In the iatter of the Burland Lithographic Co. in
liquidation Mr. Duff proposcd a final dividend sicet


